Valentown Museum Restoration Begins

The Victor Historical Society proudly announces that the first official restoration project of Historic Valentown has finally begun. After many months of planning, submitting required applications to involved state and local governmental agencies and obtaining full approval with all necessary permits, work has now commenced on restoring the front porch of Valentown Museum. Due to the heavy use by museum patrons throughout the event season, the project was slated to start after the museum closed this fall.. 


  Passersby will undoubtedly see what looks like major demolition but is really only the removal of the already badly deteriorated porch. The 128 year old lumber could no longer be saved and, in fact, much of the rotted porch had been deemed unsafe and cordoned off all last year. The Town inspectors have been helpful in separating out a small but usable portion of the entrance while reconstruction plans were being set in place. 


The historically accurate replacement boards will allow the public to have renewed access to the museum. This is one example of the Society’s effort to give the popular old building another few hundred years or more of life.


With the exception of the required handicap ramp, the building will look as closely as possible as it did when it was built in 1879.  This includes the reconstruction of the loading dock originally on the front of the building as seen in photographs dating back to the late 1800s. The concrete steps that were not original but added many years later by the then owner, J. Sheldon Fisher, are being demolished and replace by 3 sets of wooden steps in keeping with the building’s original look. 

Much of the demolition is being done by the all-volunteer VHS Board of Directors in order to keep costs down with the remainder of the project being funded by fundraising events held over the last several years.  The public is invited to stop by and take a closer look.  Please remember this is currently a construction site so caution should be exercised in the area.

Come spring, visitors to Valentown Square will be able to relax on one of the many sponsored benches slated to line the eighty foot long front porch much as did their predecessors over the past 100 years and more.

This restoration has been a very long time coming and we are very grateful to all those that support the efforts to restore Valentown Museum.  Please visit Valentown.org for more information on this project and other happenings.

