PRESS RELEASE – 9/22/06

No Bones about it, No Bones Found at Valentown

Nancy Herter an Archaeology Analyst from the New York State Historic Preservation Office has released her final report on the Archeology dig performed at the Victor Historical Societies (VHS), Valentown Property.  The report simply states that there are no Native American remains in the area in question. The search for Native American remains began when Warner Fisher, son of late J. Sheldon Fisher, reported to the Victor Town Board that his father had buried two Native American skulls and six cigar boxes of bone fragments on the property with his pet dog.  Mr. Fisher also emailed his claims to the paper and various Indian tribes in the NY area to build awareness and the need for an Archeology dig. The Valentown Historical Society was not contacted but heard second hand from several people in attendance at the Town Board meeting in which Mr. Fisher made his announcement.

Taking the claim very serious VHS President Carol Finch immediately contacted Peter Jemison from Ganondagan and together reviewed the area at issue.   The Victor Historical Society was approach by Archaeology Analyst Nancy Herter after she received copies of Mr. Fisher’s emails sent to the Indian Tribes.  Ms. Herter also contacted the Town of Victor to discuss the claim.  After varying accounts by Mr. Fisher as to where the remains were buried it was determined that a special meeting would be held at Valentown Hall with Mr. Fisher, Town Representatives, VHS Representatives and Representation from the Seneca Indian Nation. The meeting was held and the area identified by Warner Fisher was marked for an archeology dig.

The Indian Nation returned to the site for 3-4 days of digging and sifting and dug roughly a 4-by-8-foot area.  The archeologists determined that nothing had been buried in the area that was pointed out by Warner Fisher.  The complete report can be read at the VHS website at www.valentown.org.

Since the bankruptcy of the late J. Sheldon Fisher the Valentown Museum has been under the direction of The Victor Historical Society.  The Fisher Family has no legal claim on the Museum or its property nor are they members of the Society. VHS members are volunteers that donate their time and energy in the effort to make the Museum an asset for the community.  This current claim by a member of the Fisher Family has taken valuable time away from the VHS Board of Directors, NY State Employees, Victor Town Officials and members of the Indian Nation.  It should also be noted that NY State has informed the VHS that any charges by the Indian Nation for the actual dig will have to be paid for by VHS. 

While the Victor Historical Society was very concerned about the possibility of Native American remains on their property they can only hope that this claim by Warner Fisher was not meant as yet another tactic to slow its positive progress.  Several members of the Fisher Family have been very vocal in voicing their objection to decisions made by the Society.  The Society has made an effort to stay out of the drama created by others and will continue to focus on what’s best for the future of Valentown.

Community participation and support is essential and encouraged for the survival of this historical treasure which represents the life of the early settlers in central New York. Anyone with the positive interest in protecting, preserving and aiding in the forward progress of Valentown can apply for membership.  Take a virtual tour at Valentown.org and then bring the family out to experience the living history for yourself.
