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SUNDAE, JANUARY 4th, 2009
The Second Sundae of CHRISTMAS
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The Flight into Egypt
Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church

Fairbanks, Alaska 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Holy Eucharist, Rite VIII, 9:15AM

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Based sortof on the Book of Common Prayer, page 400)
I. Gather in the Lord’s Name
Processional Hymn: “God Rest You Merry Gentlemen” (Hymnal #105)
Opening Acclamation:

Priest: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And Blessed be His Kingdom, now and forever, AMEN. 
Collect (everybody): 
Almighty God, to YOU all of our hearts are open, YOU know everything that we hope and want, and there are NO secrets that we can hide from YOU. Please clean everything that we now think or say or do, by the breathing in of the Starlight of your Holy Spirit, (deeeeeeeeeeeeep breath) so that we may love you and worship you this morning, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Christmas Hymn: “O Come, all ye Faithful” (verses 1 & 6) (Hymnal #83)
Collect of the Day (everybody): O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

II. Proclaim and Respond to the Word of God
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 (The Message, a paraphrase) 
Oh yes, God says so:  "Shout for joy at the top of your lungs for Jacob! Announce the good news to the number-one nation! Raise cheers! Sing praises. Say,   'God has saved his people, saved the core of Israel.' "Watch what comes next: "I'll bring my people back from the north country And gather them up from the ends of the earth,  gather those who've gone blind And those who are lame and limping, gather pregnant women, Even the mothers whose birth pangs have started, bring them all back, a huge crowd! "Watch them come! They'll come weeping for joy as I take their hands and lead them, Lead them to fresh flowing brooks, lead them along smooth, uncluttered paths. Yes, it's because I'm Israel's Father   and Ephraim's my firstborn son! "Hear this, nations! God's Message! Broadcast this all over the world! Tell them, 'The One who scattered Israel will gather them together again. From now on he'll keep a careful eye on them, like a shepherd with his flock.' I, God, will pay a stiff ransom price for Jacob; I’ll free him from the grip of the Babylonian bully. The people will climb up Zion's slopes shouting with joy, their faces beaming because of God's bounty—Grain and wine and oil, flocks of sheep, herds of cattle. Their lives will be like a well-watered garden, never again left to dry up. Young women will dance and be happy, young men and old men will join in.
I'll convert their weeping into laughter, lavishing comfort, invading their grief with joy. I'll make sure that their priests get three square meals a day and that my people have more than enough.'" This is God's Decree. READER: The Word of the LORD.
EVERYBODY: THANKS BE to GOD
THE PSALM: Psalm 84 Page 707, Book of Common Prayer 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * they will always be praising you. 

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

6 They will climb from height to height, *and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * hearken, O God of Jacob. 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; * he will give grace and glory; 

11 No good thing will the LORD withhold * from those who walk with integrity. 

12 O LORD of hosts, * happy are they who put their trust in you! 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a  (The Message, a paraphrase):
How blessed is God! And what a blessing he is! He's the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and takes us to the high places of blessing in him. Long before he laid down earth's foundations, he had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love, to be made whole and holy by his love. Long, long ago he decided to adopt us into his family through Jesus Christ. (What pleasure he took in planning this!) He wanted us to enter into the celebration of his lavish gift-giving by the hand of his beloved Son... That's why, when I heard of the solid trust you have in the Lord Jesus and your outpouring of love to all the followers of Jesus, I couldn't stop thanking God for you—every time I prayed, I'd think of you and give thanks. But I do more than thank. I ask—ask the God of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the God of glory—to make you intelligent and discerning in knowing him personally, your eyes focused and clear, so that you can see exactly what it is he is calling you to do, grasp the immensity of this glorious way of life he has for his followers, oh, the utter extravagance of his work in us who trust him—there is endless energy, boundless strength!.
Gradual Hymn: “What child is this?” (Hymnal #115, verses 1 & 2)
THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23
 [From The Message, a paraphrase] [Everyone stands]
Clergy: “THE HOLY GOSPEL of our LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW“
People: “Glory to you, Lord Christ”


After the Wisemen were gone, God's angel showed up again in Joseph's dream and commanded, "Get up. Take the child and his mother and flee to Egypt. Stay until further notice. Herod is on the hunt for this child, and wants to kill him." Joseph obeyed. He got up, took the child and his mother under cover of darkness. They were out of town and well on their way by daylight. They lived in Egypt until Herod's death. This Egyptian exile fulfilled what Hosea had preached: "I called my son out of Egypt." Later, when Herod died, God's angel appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt: "Up, take the child and his mother and return to Israel. All those out to murder the child are dead." Joseph obeyed. He got up, took the child and his mother, and reentered Israel. When he heard, though, that Archelaus had succeeded his father, Herod, as king in Judea, he was afraid to go there. But then Joseph was directed in a dream to go to the hills of Galilee. On arrival, he settled in the village of Nazareth. This move was a fulfillment of the prophetic words, "He shall be called a Nazarene." 
Clergy: “THE GOSPEL of THE LORD.” 
People: “Praise to you, Lord Christ”
Gradual Hymn: ““What child is this?” (Hymnal #115, verse 3)

Sermon & Discussion   

[Children & anybody else are invited to come sit on the chancel steps and we’ll tell stories]

III. Pray for the World & the Church

The Leader and People pray responsively
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;

That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and

humbly serve you;

That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and

Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;

That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;

That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;

Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

The People  add their own petitions.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Silence may be kept.

Leader and People
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,

things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Spirit

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,

to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant adds the Absolution .
VII The Peace 

Priest: The Peace of the Lord now be with you.

People: And Also with you.
(The Peace is shared with everybody!)
(Announcements & birthday & anniversary prayers}
IV. Prepare the Table

Offertory Hymn: “Christ Child Lullaby” (a solo by Laura Vines)
 [Children are invited to come up and help prepare the altar]
V. Make Eucharist

Doxology.

Priest: The Lord be with you

People: And also with you.

Priest: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

People: It is right to give Him Thanks and Praise.

Priest: Dear God, from ALL of us, Thank You. Thank you for the goodness and love you have shown us in all of creation, in all that is around us, for all of our family and friends, for your Communion of Saints, and especially for your Son, Jesus Christ, whose Birth we celebrate this Time of the Year.. On the Thursday night before He died, when He was having Supper with His friends, He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to His friends, saying, 

“Take, eat. This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After Supper He took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying:

“Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the New Covenant, shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the Mystery of Faith saying together: 


(Everybody):
Christ has died.




Christ is Risen.




Christ will come again. 

Bless this bread and wine, O Father, by your Holy Spirit, to be for us the Body and Blood of Jesus. Bless us also, and make us one with the whole Body of Christ, Seen and Unseen, that we may serve you.

All of this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. With Him and the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.

And now, we are brave enough to say together.............



THE LORD’S PRAYER

VI. Break the Bread

Priest: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

People: Therefore Let us Keep the Feast, Alleluia!
VII .Share the Gifts of God

Priest: The Gifts of God for the People of God.

[Children return to their family or class; and Everyone is invited to come forward to share the Holy Communion]
Communion Songs: (All in the Hymnal) 111 “Silent Night”; 101 “Away in a Manger”; 102 “Once in Royal David's City”; 96 “Angels We Have Heard on High”; 107 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 
Post Communion Prayer:

Priest: Thank you God for bringing us together.

People: Thank you God for making us All One.

Priest: Thank you God for all the gifts that you have given us 
this morning.

People: Thank you God for all the love we see.

Priest: Thank you God for watching over us.

People: Send us now back into the world in peace. Amen
The Blessing

Recessional Hymn “Joy to the World” (Hymnal 100)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
TOMORROW (Monday, January 5th) is the Final Night of Christmas and we gather for the Last Christmas Feast at 5:30PM. Bring food to share at the Covered Dish & we’ll sing Carols & then do other Traditional 12thNight Fun (i.e., burn the Christmas greens). Traditionally, if you don’t burn the greens, SPRING won’t come!

FRIDAY, January 9th , 7PM a St. Matthew’s Youth Group is BEGINNING. Contact Sue Englebrecht and/or Gregg Eschright (457-1794) for further details. 

THANK YOU to Everyone who helped with the Vacation Bible School, or came, or tried to come, or who wanted to help with the Pageant. They’ll ALL be re-scheduled for when it’s warmer!
