Church Education:  2009 Annual Report by Patty Meritt, Director

Sunday School, since fall we have had about 15-20 different children involved in kids church.  There are three regular participants.  Interestingly, those 3 would have all had regular attendance at the 9:15 service as well.  Those three tell me they are happy with the format, which is based on units of study and themes, rather than just following a newspaper/newsletter from a church curriculum packet. 

Typically we leave the sanctuary after the collect in the 11:15 service, then do an active movement or game to get the wiggles out.  Then we sing a song or two.  We have our lesson, which is often in the form of stories.  The children like to act them out and often re-create the story multiple times portraying different characters.  Depending on the children, we either do the birthday prayer and offering before or after the lessons.  We usually end with crafts and snacks.  Typically we have 2-3 craft activities and the children often participate in all of them.    

There have been two regular teachers and others who have helped with songs, snacks, cleaning and assisting with teaching.   Although we have had a few people say they are interested in providing transportation, we have not had any families who have requested this.  We have been posting monthly newsletters, sometimes with photos, on the wall going upstairs.  You can see the names of the children who have attended, the people who have helped and some of the songs, activities and lessons we are learning.  I can tell the lessons are interesting and fun because the children want to keep coming back and I see they are meaningful when the children show how they understand and are living the Word and lessons.   It is so rewarding!  Thanks to all who make it happen.

There is also a “wish list” for Sunday School needs.  If you can help with any of those things, we would be happy to give you the details of what is needed.  In March I will be out of town a bit and would definitely like an assistant or substitute teacher.  Also, sometimes it seems like there are only 1-3 children, but many come after we leave church.  Last week I left church with three and had 9 come.  It is my belief we should always have a 2nd teacher, so there may be days when you are asked to volunteer on the spur of the moment.

The Christmas pageant was such a wonderful experience, I wonder what you think of an Easter pageant, during the season, with the whole congregation?  Not on Easter Sunday!  I am sure the kids would enjoy this.

Thanks to the generous gifts by many people for snacks and supplies (blanket purchases!) we have not requested funds this fall for Kids Church.  I do not anticipate a need for reimbursement or distribution of funds in the spring either.  We will need more help and possibly funds if we have Vacation Bible School.  Since we hope to have kids church year round, we will definitely need more teachers.

Other Church education this year has included the Lenten study on anti-Semitism, with Montie and Lynn Slusher.   Another Lenten study is currently being proposed for 2010.  Some of St. Matthew’s women also participate in Bible Study Fellowship (an 8 year course of study) and the local group would love to support a similar group for men, if there are those who are interested in exploring this avenue.  Education for Ministry also continues with a dedicated group of about 10 on a 4 year program to study and apply the teachings. 

A Youth group has been intermittently active and there are some families and parishioners who have been trying a variety of approaches to keep the teens and pre-teens connected to the church through music, games, movies and other activities.  Again, thanks to all!
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