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4017.1  Values
Here at Berean the goal is to promote Jesus Christ in all areas of academics. Therefore, we encourage an environment that promotes modesty, responsibility, alertness, and excellence. We understand many things contribute to the school atmosphere, including the school uniform. Therefore, a standard is needed between legalistic extremes and distracting or offensive attire. The point is to let the school be about the work of education while ministering to the heart of the student. In this light, we hope to have a uniform that is practical and safe for students, affordable for parents, and easily enforceable by teachers.
The purpose for our uniform policy is to assist students in developing attitudes of respect for themselves and consideration for others. As each student demonstrates concern for his appearance, the entire student body will be benefited, and the testimony of the school will be a positive one in the community.

4017.2  Scriptural Principles for Uniform Policy
The following Scriptures establish the principles which should govern our approach to the uniform policy of Berean Christian School:


1. 1 Timothy 2:9 tells women to dress modestly.

2. Deuteronomy 22:5 gives us the principle of distinction in clothing for men and women.

3. Romans 14:21 admonishes us not to allow our behavior to cause others to sin.

4. 1 Corinthians 10:31 encourages us to glorify God in all things.

The following principles are central to the BCS uniform policy:


A. As a ministry of Berean Bible Church, our standards should require excellence in academics, conduct, and appearance.  Moderation, compassion and graciousness are key aspects in our goal of achieving a balanced uniform policy. 
B. Teaching children to conform to a dress standard helps establish an atmosphere of order and respect for each other and for authority while minimizing distractions and establishes habits conducive to future employment.

C. A principal goal of the uniform policy is to implement a means to preclude the use of extreme fashions and trends as a mechanism for drawing undue personal attention or making other forms of offensive public statement that may cause a distraction to the learning process.
4017.3  K-12th Uniform Suppliers that meet the BCS Uniform Policy

READ CAREFULLY: The following suppliers have been selected as the ONLY sources for the uniform pants, capri’s (chopped chinos), shirts (polo/oxford), jumpers, shorts,  skirts and skorts that meet the BCS uniform policy requirements.  No other sources (i.e., “Old Navy”, “Kohls”, etc.) may be used for these specific apparel items.

 (A) All Things ID** (Lisa & Kelly Lane: 693-1650) “Classroom by Cherokee” School Uniform Items:

All available school uniform items are acceptable from this supplier IF they adhere to section 4017.4 of the uniform policy.  School Code: Berean; use this code when ordering, provides 6% cash back to the school.


 (B) Land’s End School Uniform Catalog/Website:

All available school uniform items are acceptable from this supplier IF they adhere to section 4017.4 of the uniform policy. BCS School Code#: 9001-1773-0; use this code when ordering, provides 3% cash back to the school.

 (C) Educational Outfitters:

All available school uniform items are acceptable from this supplier IF they adhere to section 4017.4 of the uniform policy. BCS School Code#: TN017; use this code when ordering, provides 3% cash back to the school.

 (D) J.C.Penney School Uniform Catalog/Website (non-school uniform items prohibited):

All available school uniform items are acceptable from this supplier IF they adhere to section 4017.4 of the uniform policy.  If you use scripts to purchase your items, they give 5% cash back to the school.

**Preferred BCS Vendor


4017.4  Application and Guidelines

General Fit and Neatness
Clothing should be the proper size and fit. Regardless of the ebb and flow of style, clothing which is neither too tight nor too loose is acceptable. As children do grow quickly between seasons, attention should be given to how “big” is “too big”; too tight and too short are easier to determine. Clothing is to be clean and should not be frayed or have holes. Careful attention should be given to the tightness of clothing especially for girls such that the item can be worn with proper modesty.  

Dress Uniform Pants/Capri’s (Chopped Chinos)
(Khaki and Navy colors) Pants must not drag on the ground.  Elementary grade student may also wear blue jeans.   Sweat pants are not considered uniform pants and are for PE class only.  See the PE Uniform section.

Shorts
(Khaki and Navy colors) A belt must be worn if the shorts have belt loops, except in grades Kindergarten through 3rd grade. The length must not be shorter than 3 inches above the top of the knee (measured while standing).  Elementary grade student may also wear blue jeans shorts.

Skirts/Skorts/Scooters/Jumpers 
(Khaki, Navy or Plaid colors) The length of skirts/skorts/scooters and jumpers (with approved shirt) must be no shorter than the top of the knee as measured while standing. Slits should be no higher than the top the knee as measured while standing. Leggings are permitted under skirts/skorts/scooters and jumpers only.

Belts
A belt with a buckle must be worn if the apparel item has belt loops, except in grades Kindergarten through 3rd grade. 

Shirts

Each student must wear a solid color Polo or Oxford shirt in any stock color available from the suppliers. Shirts must be of the proper fit such that if a student touches their toes their shirt does not become untucked. Shirts are to be tucked into the pants. Turtlenecks or knit long sleeves shirts may be worn under an approved polo or oxford shirt.  Logos on T-Shirts worn under the collared shirt may not show through. Only items mentioned in the following section may be worn over top of any approved shirts.  The Berean School Logo may optionally be applied to the aforementioned items as desired (suppliers have the school logo on file).

Sweaters/Sweatshirts/Cardigans/Fleeces
Sweaters (hooded or not), cardigans, sweatshirts, sweater vests, fleeces and light-weight jackets may be worn in class over any approved shirt.  Collars on the shirts under these garments must be visible except when wearing hooded sweatshirts.  The body length of the item must be no shorter than the top of the pants/skirts/skorts.  Sweatshirts (hooded or not) may be worn only if they have no offensive logos or writing on them (see school administration if in doubt). Only items mentioned in this section may be worn over top of any approved shirts.  The Berean School Logo may optionally be applied to these aforementioned items as desired.

Shoes
Footwear must be worn at all times.  Closed heel and closed toe shoes are required for Kindergarten thru 5th grade only. Closed toe shoes are required for student safety during designated lab times. Separate sneakers or athletic shoes must be worn for PE class and athletic activities.  Prescription shoes are permitted with a doctor’s note.


Outerwear
Outerwear must not be worn in class. Examples include the following: heavy coats or heavy jackets, rain gear, and sunglasses. Caps, hats, skullcaps and bandannas must not be worn in the building.  Coats and rain gear can be worn to the locker to be removed before class.

Jewelry/Body Piercing/Tattoos
Any body piercing with the exception of pierced ears for girls should not be worn at school or any school events.  No visible tattoos are permitted. 

Hair
Extreme styles and colors for hair are not allowed.  This applies for both boys and girls.


Swimsuits
At any BCS sponsored activity where a swimsuit would be appropriate (i.e., swim meet), girls are to wear a modest one-piece.  Shirts and shorts are not required to be worn over the top of the swimsuit while at the activity but is recommended (not required) for before and after the sponsored activity.

PE Uniform (MS/HS)
Berean Logo T-Shirt, solid navy color or royal blue color T-Shirt and blue, black or gray gym shorts are the approved PE uniform.  Shorts length may not be shorter than 3 inches above the top of the knee (measured while standing).  Athletic shoes used only for gym class are required.  Sweat pants (from any supplier) may only be worn over gym shorts as part of the PE class uniform (if desired).

School-Sponsored Events
The uniform policy is relaxed for school-sponsored events such that students are expected to dress modestly at all school-sponsored events outside of the classroom.  Students who are not dressed appropriately will be asked to leave the event.  It is suggested that students show school spirit by wearing BCS logo items.  Berean Logo T-Shirts and sweatshirts are available from the High School office.

After-School/School Property 
Students are expected to dress modestly while on school grounds after school.  Students who are not dressed appropriately will be asked to leave the school property. 

(Required) School Field Trip Shirt (Elementary/MS)
Royal blue color polo shirt with the Berean Logo is the required Field Trip shirt for EL/MS students.

4017.5  Uniform Code Violations
It is the responsibility of the parents to ensure that their child’s attire conforms to these standards. If a child comes to school with a violation of the uniform policy, a note will be sent home explaining the violation and must be signed by the parent and returned to the teacher the next school day. Extreme or repeated cases of violation will result in parents being contacted by the school office immediately to bring an appropriate change of clothes for their child.  We wish to assure both students and parents that violations of the uniform policy will be dealt with in Christian love and firmness with deep concern for the individual involved. It is our desire that students conform to the policy because of personal conviction and love for Christ including a desire to not harm the spirit of unity we wish to foster in the school community to be Christ honoring and not just because the school or their parents have asked them to conform.

4017.6  Concluding Observations
The school recognizes that it cannot specify every rule for dress and personal appearance.  As such, we expect students to adhere as much to the spirit of the uniform policy as they would to the letter of this policy code.  The school administration alone will have the discretionary authority to judge issues as they come up as to whether they adhere to our uniform policy or not.  The faculty should consult with the school administration as issues arise so that clear communication exists between the administration, faculty and the students. Additionally, as new uniform clothing styles develop, they will be evaluated within the stated guidelines of modesty and appropriateness and this policy and/or the suppliers listed will be amended. See BCS website for latest revision.

