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	Abstract: Volunteers, whether local or international, can play positive roles in many societies in terms of their contribution to community development, primary health care, education and development practices and outcomes more generally. However, the role of volunteer workers also is, in many cases, controversial, confusing or contested. Key questions emerge as to the appropriateness of volunteers and volunteer labor, the level of their skills and training, or the cultural transformations that they can bring to a locality or community. This paper provides a general overview of the literature concerning the role of international volunteers and NGOs in the development process in Asia. It examines the changing ideals and philosophies of volunteerism and NGO activities – from self-help and charity to more market driven solutions to development problems. Examples from Asia will aim to highlight the often fraught relationship between volunteers, development, marketization and social and community development.



