LECTURE 16:

THE INCARNATION OF JESUS CHRIST

(Latin for “in” and caro, stem carn, meaning “flesh”)

“The Incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ is the central fact of Christianity.  Upon it the whole superstructure of Christian theology depends.”  ~ John F. Walvoord

I. How would we define the incarnation of Jesus Christ?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Scripture Support:
John 1:14; Rom. 1:3; 8:3; Gal. 4:4; Phil. 2:7-8; 1 Tim. 3:16; 1 John 4:2; 2 John 7 (cf. also Eph. 2:15; Col. 1:21-22; 1 Peter 3:18; 4:1. 

A. Union of Deity and humanity in Him (Isaiah 9:6):

1.   el gibbor means Mighty God.  El is a reference to God.

2. Gibbor means hero.  

a.
Thus the phrase means a hero whose chief characteristic is that He is God.  Thus in the single verse both the humanity and deity of our Lord are predicted.

B. Prediction of the Virgin Birth (Isa. 7:14):

1. Virgin is from the word almah which is not a technical term for virgin, but refers to a young woman, sexually mature, marriageable maiden, one of whose characteristics is virginity (Gen. 24:43).

2. There is no instance where it can be proved that almah designates a young woman who is not a virgin.

3. The word means a young woman of marriageable age, one of whose characteristics was virginity, and necessarily so in the case of the fulfillment of this prophecy in Christ’s birth.


C. The Means of Incarnation:

1.  What was the purpose of the Virgin Birth?

      a.  Was it a necessary mean of preserving Christ sinlessness?

      b.  It serves as a sign of the _________ of the person who was born.

D. The Purposes of the Incarnation:  Why did God send His Son in the likeness of sinful flesh?  The Scriptures reveal seven reasons:

1.  To _____ God to us.

The only way we can see the Father is to know about the Son, and the only way we can do that today is through the record of His life in the Scriptures.  Because He became a man, the revelation of God was personalized, because He is God, that revelation is completely truthful.

2. To ______ an _______ for our lives.

The earthly life of our Lord is held up to us a pattern for our lives today (1 Peter 2:21; 1 John 2:6).  Without the incarnation we would not have that example.  As man He experienced the details and issues of life and furnishes for us an experienced example; as God He offers us the power to follow His example.

3. To Provide an ______ ______ for ______.

Without the Incarnation we would have no Savior.  Sin requires death for its payment.  God does not die.  So the Savior must be human in order to be able to die.  But the death of an ordinary man would not pay for sin eternally, so the Savior must also be God.  We must have a God-man Savior, and we do in our Lord (Heb. 10:1-10).

4. To Be Able to Fulfill the _________ _______. 
Gabriel announced to Mary that her Son would be given the throne of David (Luke 1:31-33).  This is not fulfilled by the invisible God reigning over the affairs of men (which He does, to be sure).  To have an occupant of David’s throne requires a human being.  Therefore, Messiah had to be a human being.  But to occupy that throne forever requires that the occupant never die.  And only God qualifies.  So that One who ultimately fulfills the Davidic promise has to be a God-man.

5. To ______ the Works of the ________ (1 John 3:8).

Notice that this was done by Christ’s appearing.  The focus is on His coming, not on His resurrection as might be expected.  Why was the Incarnation necessary to defeat Satan?  Because Satan must be defeated in the arena he dominates, this world.  So Christ was sent into this world to destroy Satan’s works.

6. To be _____ to be a ________ High Priest (Heb. 4:14-16).

Our High Priest can feel our weaknesses because He was tested as we are.  But God is never tested, so it was necessary that God become man so that He could be tested in order to be a sympathetic Priest. 
7. To be able to be _________ _________.

Though most people think of God the Father as the Judge before whom all will appear, the truth is that Jesus will be that Judge (John 5:22, 27).  All judgments will be executed by our Lord “because He is the Son of Man.”  This is the title that links Him to the earth and to His earthly mission.  Why is it necessary for the Judge to be human and to have lived on earth?  So that He may put down all excuses people to might try to make.  Why must the Judge also be God?  So that His judgment will be true and just.

“Thus the incarnation has ramifications in relation to our knowledge of God, to our salvation, to our daily living, to our pressing needs, and to the future.  It truly is the central fact of history.”  ~ Charles C. Ryrie.
Definition of Incarnation:
In the context of Christian theology, the act whereby the eternal son of God, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, without ceasing to be what he is, God the Son, took into union with himself what he before that act did not possess, a human nature, “and so [He] was and continues to be God in two distinct natures and one person, forever” (Westminster Shorter Catecheism, Q. 21). Robert L. Reymond, Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, 555.

Though the word itself does not appear in Scripture, its components (“in” and “flesh”) do.  John wrote that the Word became flesh (John 1:14).  He also wrote of Jesus coming in the flesh (1 John 4:2; 2 John 7).  By this he meant that the eternal second person of the Trinity took on Himself humanity.  He did not possess humanity until the birth, since the Lord became flesh (egeneto, John 1:14, in contract to the four occurrences of en in vv. 1-2).  However, His humanity was sinless, a fact Paul guards by writing that He came “in the likeness of sinful flesh” (Rom. 8:3).
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