Dr. Grant is a native of Cross Hill, South Carolina, born the tenth of ten children to Mr. and Mrs. Henry A. Grant, Sr. on July 7, 1954. He was converted, baptized, licensed and ordained into the Gospel Ministry at a young age at the Bethel Baptist Church in Cross Hill. At the age of 19, he was called to pastor his home church and served there for seven years. He served as pastor of the Shoal Creek Baptist Church of Shelby, N.C. from 1980-1989. He has served as pastor of the Historic Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church in downtown Asheville, N.C. since 1989, and the New Covenant Baptist Church of Shelby from 1999-2003. 

Under Dr. Grant's leadership, Mount Zion is currently implementing a major economic development plan (the 6 & 4 Plan) and a church-wide discipleship training ministry called "Operation Multiplication." Since the church is located in an officially designated blighted and redevelopment area, the plan's purpose is the improvement of the existing church facility, the acquisition and building of additional properties and facilities, for the expansion of the church's ministries to more effectively reach people for Christ to the glory of God. The church has invested more than one million dollars (over and above tithes and offerings) in social and economic development projects through this plan, and many members have been trained to be and make disciples for Jesus Christ. 

From 1997 to 2003, Dr. Grant served as Founding President & CEO of the Mount Zion Community Development, Incorporated ("MZCD"), a 501©(3) nonprofit community redevelopment corporation organized under the State of North Carolina, whose mission is focused on empowerment of the individual and community. With 5 staff positions, MZCD currently operates four programs: (1) Project Nurturing Asheville and Area Families ("NAF")—"working to help African American women have healthy babies and reduce the minority infant mortality rate;" (2) Teen Pregnancy Prevention Initiative ("TPPI")—"working to reduce the rate of teen pregnancies:" (3) The Elizabeth Grant Hill Campus of Learners: Center for Health, Technology, and Entrepreneurship—"working to bridge the digital divide in our communities;" and (4) Real Estate Development for housing and office complex—"working to provide economic opportunities and eliminate blight." Since 1998, MZCD has raised and invested more than one million dollars for its community projects. Project NAF has been cited in Asheville as a national model and showcased again nationally. 

The Elizabeth Grant Hill Campus of Learners was made possible by the generosity of Dr. Grant's cousins—former NFL Great Calvin Hill and wife Janet; and current NBA Orlando Magic Star Grant Hill and wife, R&B recording Star Tamia. Campus of Learners was cited as the "2001 Faith-Based Initiative of the Year" by the North Carolina Association of Community Development Corporations. 

Dr Grant is co-founder and served as President of the Cleveland County Community Coalition ("CCCC"), a coalition of churches organized to address the need for jobs, housing, crime prevention, education and health care in the Shelby/Cleveland County Community. He serves and has served on the board of directors of many civic and community-based organizations. He is one of the founding board members of Community Outreach, Incorporated, which owned and operated Little Angels Child Development Center, a state certified center licensed to serve 166 children and provided 20 jobs. For ten years, Community Outreach, Incorporated provided a 9 week all day Community Summer Camp, serving parents, children and youth (ages 5-14) of the community. Being state certified and supported by local city and county government, the Camp provided an average of 10 full-time summer jobs. 

From 1994-1997 Dr. Grant served as the first and founding Chairman, President, and Chief Executive Officer of the Eagle/Market Streets Development Corporation, a 501 (C) (3) non-profit endorsed by the City of Asheville "for the purpose of facilitating the physical redevelopment" of the South Pack Square Redevelopment Area, and led the organization in securing a quarter of a million dollars in grant funds. The organization has now been awarded more than two million dollars in support of its various programs. 

He has served as Vice President and President of Asheville Buncombe Community Christian Ministry ("ABCCM"), a 501 (C) (3) organization providing to the poor and under-served Shelter, Medical, Jail/Prison, Crisis, Leadership, and Home Repair Ministries. ABCCM has a current total operating budget, including in-kind services, of more than three million dollars. 

Dr. Grant holds a BA degree from Benedict College in Columbia, SC; a Master of Divinity degree from Colgate Rochester/Bexley Hall/Crozer Theological Seminary in Rochester, New York; and a Doctor of Ministry degree from the Atlanta Theological Association through Erskine Theological Seminary. Additionally, Dr. Grant served as Vice President At Large and Chairman of the General Board of the 500,000 member General Baptist State Convention of North Carolina. He has been elected six times over the past 25 years to serve the General Baptist State Convention in the following capacities: Executive Committee and General Board, Assistant and Recording Secretary, Third Vice President, Second Vice President, First Vice President, and Vice President At Large. 

Dr. Grant served as an Instructor in the Department of Religion and Philosophy, Asheville's Shaw University C.A.P.E. Center, 1991-2000, and is past President of the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance of Asheville and Vicinity. He is the recipient of many honors and awards including, but not limited to, the following: (1) voted in August of 1995 as one of Buncombe County's "100 Most Influential People" by an Asheville Citizen Times Survey, ranking number 55 out of 100; (2) voted "1993 Minority Enterprise Week Minister of the Year;" (3) honored with "Certificates of Special Congressional Recognition" in 1993, 1995 and 2004 from the office of U.S. Congressman Charles Taylor for "outstanding and invaluable service to the Asheville Community;" (4) honored by the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance and the Asheville Buncombe Community Christian Ministry with the Martin Luther King, Jr. "2001 Church of the Year" award for "reflecting the spiritual values of Dr. King's stand for social and economic justice, the empowerment of others, and the sacrifice of time and resources to benefit the impoverished and disenfranchised of our community;" and (5) Recipient of the 2004 North Carolina NAACP Minister of the Year Award. 

Since January 26, 1980, Dr. Grant has been married to the former Belinda Kennedy of Laurens, S. C., and they have two children, Kontia and John Jr.
