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When God Doesn t 

Make Sense 

ñFor my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the 

Lord.  As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts.ò  Isaiah 55:8-9 NIV 

In the last year or so Iôve encountered 

things that donôt make sense . . . at least 

to my human mind.  I struggle with the 

idea that a person can be walking in 

obedience to God and still experience 

unfortunate and unhappy events that 

overshadow all else.  I understand the 

concept of ñobedience brings blessings 

and disobedience brings cursesò as out-

lined in Deuteronomy 28.  But what is 

God doing when we are walking in 

obedience and yet feel like we are suf-

fering the curses promised to the dis-

obedient? 

While I still havenôt figured out exactly 

what He is doing, I am convinced He is 

present in the circumstance . . . perhaps 

not willing to change it but at least pro-

viding comfort and strength through it. 

In my humanness I just want the unhap-

piness stopped, changed, fixed.  I often 

want to help God change the situation.  I 

guess thatôs why I like Sarah so much.  

She was not a woman who was timid 

about taking matters into her own hands, 

devising a plan and helping God out 

(Genesis 16).  I can relate to her so eas-

ily.  Even though it generally backfires, 

we still feel the need to help God with 

the situations in our lives that donôt 

make sense. 

This has been a hard lesson to learn; in 

fact one Iôm still learning.  We really 

arenôt in control; we canôt see every-

thing God can see and sometimes He 

wants us in difficult and painful cir-

cumstances for certain seasons of our 

lives. 

Isaiah 55:8-9 tells us Godôs ways are 

not our ways and His thoughts are not 

our thoughts.  Iôm not going to under-

stand what He is doing at times and 

Iôm not going to be able to change my 

circumstances at times.  What I can 

do . . . what we all can do is feel His 

presence, draw from His unending 

reservoir of strength, and find comfort 

in the shadow of His wings. 

Sometimes God doesnôt make sense to 

me.  Iôm learning thatôs okay.  It does-

nôt change His love for me and Iôm 

learning to not let it change my love 

for Him. 

 A NOTE FROM THE EDI TOR -  

 

Our family loves strawberries.  This year we decided to start our own straw-

berry patch.  We purchased all of the strawberry plants and have been caring 

for them in the kitchen as we wait to get them in the ground .  Last night I 

walked by the strawberry plants and realized that they were drooping and 

looked like they were trying to die.  I had just watered them the day before so 

I was surprised that they were so quick to start having trouble again.  As I 

watered them for the thousandth time I realized that we are much the same.  

We need daily care from our heavenly Father or we too will start to wilt.  I 

donôt know how many times I surrender something in my life, only to pick it 

up again the next day and try to carry it myself.  At other times, I try to 

change something by my own power instead of trusting Him to take care of it.  

As I continue to walk in my journey with Him I am slowly learning that He is 

the Gardener, my Deliverer, and my Provider.  In Him I will find healing, 

growth and rest.  I hope you enjoy this beautiful Spring weather, and with it I 

pray you are tended by the Master Gardener each day. 

      Jen Habert 

         Remain in me, and I will remain 

in you.  No branch can bear fruit by 

itself; it must remain in the vine.  Nei-

ther can you bear fruit unless you re-

main in me. 

ñ 
ò   JOHN 15:4 
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Changing Hearts, Changing Livesé One Girlfriend at a Time 

 

ByðLinda Grove 

G! Gear   

We  will  be placing an order 

for short sleeved girlfriends 

unlimited t-shirts!  These 

shirts are $12 and come in pink or 

black.  Please contact Jen Habert to 

place your order!  (816)296-3240 

or jenhabert@yahoo.com 
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Speaker and writer Michelle Borquez knows how it feels to be controlled by your emotions.  

As a young woman she struggled with the same issues many other women faceðbeing over-

whelmed with fear, driven by jealousy, or shamed by guilt. Strong emotionsðthe ones we all 

deal withðcan lead to ñdeadlyò results when they are not controlled by the Holy Spirit. 

But Michelle also learned how God can use the emotions He gave us to help us live the way 

He intendedðin peace, joy, and freedom.  With extensive research, biblical study, and per-

sonal interviews, Borquez shares with readers how to: 

ǒ Surrender their emotions to God and allow Him to redeem them 

ǒ Embrace Godôs plan for positive emotional living 

ǒ Find new and healthy ways to deal with previously damaged relationships 

Here is a practical and biblical guide to handling emotions and discovering Godôs power 

and help to live victoriously. 

The Study is a chapter book that can be purchased from the church or on your own, allow-

ing you work through the weekly chapters to fully grasp each lesson.  Overcoming/7 will 

run for 9 - 10 weeks on Sunday evenings @ 5:45 pm, beginning April 25th.  For more infor-

mation contact Erin at (816) 296-3116 or aleighshafer@aol.com 

 

GETTING TO KNOW  
CRYSTAL HOCHWENDER!  

BEFRIEND, BELONG, BELIEVE, BECOMEé 

THESE WORDS HAVE BECOME VERY IMPORTANT 

TO US.  OUR WOMENôS MINISTRY PURPOSE 

STATEMENT IS ñAT LAWSON BAPTIST CHURCH 

WE BEFRIEND WOMEN AND GIVE THEM A PLACE  

TO BELONG  SO THEY WILL  COME TO BELIEVE  IN 

JESUS AND BECOME MORE LIKE  HIM.ò 

1. Where were you born?  Tren-

ton, Missouri 

2. Married or Single?  Married to 

Kurt 

3. Children?  Three:  Gabrielle 7, 

Allison 2, and Miles 1 

4. Something that would sur-

prise us about youðI am a 

shop-a-holic with a take back 

addiction.  Buyerôs remorse 

always sets in.  Standing joke in 

my familyðWhere is Crystal?  

Probably in some customer 

service line making returns. 

5. What is your middle name?  

Dawn 

6. Your favorite way to pamper 

yourself?  A night out with 

friends, shopping (HaHa) 

7. Favorite food?  Anything 

cheesy 

8. Least favorite food?  Fish 

9. Favorite restaurant?  Outback 

Steakhouse 

10. Favorite Bible verse?  Phil 4:6

-7 

11. Hobbies/ Special Interest?  

Singing, reading, playing cards, 

shopping. 

12. What are you thankful for?  

A loving and supportive hus-

band, three fun children, sup-

portive family, friends who 

allow me the freedom to be 

who I want to be, (flaws and 

all) and  forgiveness! 

Sweet Life Café 
LBC W OMENôS RETREAT  

In January, Girlfriends Unlimited of Lawson Baptist Church hosted a womenôs retreat.  This yearôs 

retreat was titled ñSweet Life Caf®, Where Women Savor Time With Godò.  During the 2 day retreat we 

enjoyed great fellowship with games such as ñSweet Talkò and a hilarious team building relay.  

(Raelene we are still laughing at your competitive nature!).  We also enjoyed working on a service 

project and having some quiet ñSavory Momentsò with God.  We concluded Friday evening with lots of 

food, fellowship, and laughter!  Saturday we enjoyed three ñFood for the Heartò sessions where we 

enjoyed wonderful worship and Bible study.  Girlfriends Unlimited is already planning the 2011 retreat!  

Our next theme will be ñWonder Full World, Where Women Explore Godôs Love and Wonderò.  Stay 

tuned for more information this Fall! 

    I am the bread of life,  He 

who comes to me will never go 

hungry, and he who believes 

in me will never be thirsty. 

John 6:35 

ñ 
ò 

LAWSON  

BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
 

Lit N Latteôs ï This group enjoys read-

ing books and discussing them with girl-

friends!  Their first book will be Letters 

to God by Patrick Doughtie and John 

Perry.  The next Lit N Latteôs meeting is 

May 8 at 9:00 am at Catricks in Lawson.  

This group will meet every second Sat-

urday of the month.  Contact Lori Miller 

with questions (816)509-1825 or  

lmiller3243@yahoo.com 

 

Bobbin Babes ï Bobbin Babes is a dy-

namic group of women who love to get 

together and sew.  They will be meeting 

on Friday April 30th at 7 pm to enjoy 

some fellowship and work on their first 

project.  Bring a snack to share!  Contact 

Joanna Miller with questions (816)580-

4201 or joanmll8@aol.com 

 

Sassy Scrappers will meet the first 

Friday of each month beginning in 

May!  This group loves to scrapbook 

and enjoy time with their girlfriends as 

well!  The group will alternate between 

meeting at Amanda Maynesô home and 

the church.  The May meeting will be at 

Amandaôs.  Contact Amanda Maynes 

with any questions at (816)866-4386 or 

ajmaynes@yahoo.com                      

Cuisine Queens ï This group will have 

wonderful opportunities to cook to-

gether, enjoy each other, and minister to 

others!  Cuisine Queens will be setting 

up meetings soon so sign up today!!!

Please contact Theresa Hurst to join this 

group (816)296-3020 or    

treehurst@centurytel.net   

fun FRIENDS FELLOWSHIP  

G! Groups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gabbinô Girlfriendsð 

Itôs time to play!!! 
 

We will begin a play group for all ages on Wednesday 

June 9 at 10:00 am.  We will be meeting at Lawson Park.  

The group will continue to meet on Wednesday mornings 

throughout the summer.  Feel free to bring a sack lunch if 

you want to!  This will be informal and fun for all! Con-

tact Jen Habert with any questions!  (816)296-3240 

Bible StudyðOvercoming  

the 7 Deadly Sins  
 by Michelle Borquez 

Bible Study LeaderðErin Shafer 

Placeð Lawson Baptist Church  

Plugging  

In at LBCð  

Bible Study  
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Sunday Morning 
8:45am - Sunday School 

                 Children 

                 Youth  

                 Young Adult 

                 Adult 

                 Seniors 

10:00am - Worship Service 

                  Children's Church 

Sunday Evening 
5:45pm - Discipleship Classes 

7:00pm - Worship Service 

              

Wednesday Evening  
6:30pm ï Team Kid, Youth  

7:00pm - Adult Bible Study 
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