What Makes Questions Good Questions


	Small Questions
	have only one answer
	and the answers are in the book.

	Big Questions
	invite others to talk about their own ideas
	and the answers are in your  mind.


--Scholastic Professional Books

What is a BIG question?

· BIG questions are “open” questions and cannot be answered with a yes or a no or a small phrase.

· BIG questions require multiple resources to be answered.

· BIG questions must be interesting to you

Criteria for Excellent Questions:

	*  Open-ended

	*  Leads to asking other questions

	*  Has more than a one word answer
	*  More than one right answer

	*  Shows effort and deep research
	*  Not obvious or easily answered

	*  Leads to multiple perspectives
	*  Keeps you thinking/thought provoking

	*  Leads to controversy/debate
	*  Answers other questions

	*  Something you want to know and keeps you interested


--adapted from a list developed by middle school students at River School, Napa, CA
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