American Indian History





   

     Precontact
Comparing perspectives on the peopling of the Americas

Name _______________________________

	Purpose:
	1. To critically investigate the peopling of the Americas.

2. To challenge cultural assumptions regarding the origins of indigenous peoples.

3. To appreciate diverse points of view explaining a given phenomenon.



	Western Perspective: Using print and other physical media as a resource

	Objectives:


	Explain the peopling of the Americas from a Western-scientific perspective.



	Resources:
	Lecture, film, reference materials (Internet, encyclopedias, textbooks, maps, etc.)



	Report:
	1. How do Western scientists think the first people came into the Americas?

2. Why do they think so?

3. When do most archaeologists think the first people arrived?

4. What was the environment and climate like at that time?

5. Who were the first people to come to the Americas according to archaeologists?



	Indigenous perspective: Using oral traditions as a resource.

	Objectives:


	Explain the peopling of the Americas from a non-Western, traditional perspective



	Resources:
	Lecture, creation stories, museum, cultural center, guest speaker(s) 



	Report:
	1. What can oral traditions tell us?

2. How can we use oral traditions?

3. What are the purposes of oral traditions?



	Conclusion: Compare and contrast the merits of oral tradition and physical record

	1. What questions do oral traditions answer that science cannot?

2. How does the Western-scientific approach differ from the Native?

3. When might one be more or less appropriate?

4. Which explanation is most widely accepted? Why do you think this is? 




Research

Read the creation story documented in the Bible in the book of Genesis, then read one creation story of your choice from a tribally-endorsed source, and write OR present your response before the class. 

Paleo Period: Origins, migration, spread


Geography at the time of penetration  

Ocean level:

Ice sheets:

Accessibility:

Migration:

Nature of migration:

Duration:

Distance:

Culture

Band societies:

Changing climate:

Theories of big game extinctions:

	Overkill
	Climate change

	
	


Cultural adaptations to changing environment:

Kill sites:























Paleo:	





Pleistocene:








