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	Director: Andrew Niccol

Writer: Andrew Niccol

Genres: Drama / Sci-Fi / Thriller

Tagline: There Is No Gene For The Human Spirit

Runtime: 106 min
MPAA: Rated PG-13 for brief violent images, language, and some sexuality. 

AKA: The Eighth Day (working title) 



Gattaca explores the concept of genetic engineering taken to an extreme, and uses several characters to demonstrate that this practice is not necessarily all it is cracked up to be. Consider Jerome, who was supposedly engineered to be a perfect athlete, yet possesses suicidal traits that ultimately win out. Also, there is Vincent’s brother, who does not match Vincent’s achievement in life despite his supposed genetic superiority. Finally, during the last scene in the film, the doctor confides in Vincent about his son, who he says is “…not all that they promised.” 
Questions

1. Do you think that the film’s premise is very likely to become reality in the near or even distant future? Explain your reasoning (why/why not).

2. How would you explain Vincent’s ability to achieve his dream despite being a “god child”?

3. How would you explain the failures of the characters mentioned above despite being genetically programmed for success?

4. What is the more important factor in determining a successful life? Explain.
5. Why do you think the doctor let Vincent proceed with his mission into space even after discovering that he was a “borrowed ladder” (impostor)?

6. What good can come from genetic engineering?

7. What does the movie attempt to make us aware of?

