Film Study


    Name ______________________________          Date _______
Lean On Me John Avildson, Director. Warner Brothers, 1989.
1. Lean On Me portrays an inner city high school in New Jersey that at least in some ways is similar to many high schools. As you watch the film, note the similarities and differences you notice.

	Alike
	Different

	
	


2. The tactics used by Joe Clark (Morgan Freeman) to turn Eastside High School around are obviously controversial. Explain why you think his approach is or isn’t realistic.

	

	

	

	

	


3. Some people may feel that the students who created problems deserve a second chance while others may say that school is must be a safe place for students to go who want to learn. Do you feel that all the students in the film are treated fairly? Give reasons for your opinion.

	

	

	

	

	


4. Do you think Clark’s approach is justified under the circumstances, or is he too extreme? Do you agree with his strategies, or would you have done things differently? Do you think another approach might have worked or was it necessary? Give reasons for your opinion.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


