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Date _________
Smoke Signals. Miramax Home Entertainment, 2003. Directed by Chris Eyre. Starring Adam Beach, Evan Adams, Gary Farmer, Monique Mojica.
1. Smoke Signals was written and directed by Native peoples from a variety of nations. Consider the Hollywood movies you have seen about Native Americans and compare how this film differs from many of them.  
a) Why do you think Hollywood movies about Indians typically feature a white man as the hero? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

b) Who are the heroes in Smoke Signals?  _____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

c) Why would a film directed by Native peoples differ from the way Hollywood creates its Indian movies?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
2. Non-Native people have more stereotypes about Native Americans than perhaps any other ethnic group in America.  Even Native Americans hold stereotypes about themselves.  In many ways, Victor’s image of himself is more consistent with Hollywood than his own Coeur d'Alene culture.  Consider the scene on the bus in which Victor is telling Thomas how to be like a "real" Indian. 

a) How is Victor revealing stereotypes he holds about Native Americans?  __________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
b) How does this differ from Thomas' understanding?  __________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

c) Who is really more “Indian”, Victor or Thomas?  Explain your answer.  __________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
3. A large part of who we are and what we believe comes to us through our personal and family relationships. Family relationships are a common theme in Native literature and film, which shows its significance in Indian culture. Relationships are also one of the primary themes in Smoke Signals. Discuss the relationships addressed through the film between the following characters and how these relationships affected Thomas, Victor and Arnold:

Thomas and Grandma Builds-the-Fire ________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Victor and Arnold  _______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Thomas and Arnold  ______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Susie Song and Arnold ____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4. Storytelling has always been a powerful element in human societies.  From organizing our beliefs and developing our view of the world, to classifying the world around us to simple entertainment, we express our humanity through the use of stories and storytelling.  
a) What purpose does storytelling serve in Smoke Signals?   _____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
b) What insight does storytelling offer into the lives of the characters?  _____________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
c) Taking all forms of storytelling into consideration, such as movies, radio and even television, what do these forms of storytelling show about our values, beliefs and how we understand the world we live in? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

