Glendale Community College

Rock Music & Culture

MHL 153, Fall 2008

Meeting Times:  Monday & Wednesday – 5:45pm to 7:00pm
Location:  MU2-151
Instructor:  Adam Roberts

Office:  GCC MU 108 (Adjunct Faculty Office)

Office Hours:  By appointment only

E-mail:  AdamRobertsMusic@cox.net (the best way to reach me)
Course Description:  History of Rock music and how cultural, social, political, and economic conditions have shaped its evolution.

Class Attributes: Historical Awareness (H), Humanities & Fine Arts (HU)

Course Outline: 
· The Roots of Rock: Pop, Country & the Blues

· Doo Wop, R&B, & Crossover 

· Elvis, Rockabilly &the Collapse of Rock (1955 – 1960)

· Payola, Surf & the Dance Crazes (1959 – 1963)

· The Beatles & The British Invasion (1964 – 1966)

· America Fights Back: Folk Rock, The Garage Bands (1964 – 1966)

· Motown, Stax & James Brown (1960 – 1970)

· Psychedelia (1966 – 1969)

· The Birth of Metal (1970 – 1975)

· Disco & 70’s Soul (1970 – 1980)

· Punk, New Wave & “Classic” Rock (1975 – 1980)

· Recent Music Trends (1980 to the present)
Evaluation/Grading:

· 2 Tests – 50% (100pts each, 200pts total)
· 1 Final Exam – 25% (100pts)
· 1 Concert Reaction – 12.5% (50pts)
· 1 Artist Biography – 12.5% (50pts)
· Optional Extra Credit:  Students may submit a 2 page record review of a recording by any artist covered in class for a 5% (20pts) bonus to the final grade. 

Make-up Work/Exams:  Late assignments receive a 20% deduction and must be turned in no later than the next class period.  Exams may only be made up if arrangements have been made with the instructor prior to the testing date.  Illness that affects your ability to turn in an assignment or take a test must be accompanied by a doctor’s note, or late penalties will apply.

Attendance Policy:  As most of the material will be presented with in-class audio and video, attendance is required.  Two unofficial (non-school related) absences are allowed after which a 5% penalty will be assessed per absence.  Official absences must be signed off by the instructor prior to the absence.

Academic Honesty:  Cheating and plagiarism are unacceptable.  Any incident of either will result in a failing grade for the course.  Please see the GCC Student Handbook for guidelines. 

Disability Statement:  If you have a disability that may have an impact on your work or may require special accommodations, you must contact Disability Services to make arrangements.

Disclaimer:  The course content may be adjusted to meet the needs of this particular group.

Fall 2008 Rock History Calendar

Aug. 25th – Class Begins
Sep. 1st – Labor Day, no Class
Oct 1st – Test I (Roots to The Style Change)
Oct. 13th – Artist Biography Due

Nov. 17th – Test 2 (The Beatles to Hendrix)

Nov. 27th & 30th – Thanksgiving Break

Dec. 10th – Concert Reaction Due 

Dec. 15th – Final Exam (Cumulative with The 70’s on)
Disclaimer: Dates may be subject to change based on the needs of a particular class. 

Attendance is expected at every class. As most of the material will be presented with in-class audio and video, attendance is required.  Two unofficial (non-school related) absences are allowed after which a 5% penalty will be assessed per absence.  Official absences must be signed off by the instructor prior to the absence.
Rock History Artist Biography

For this assignment, you will write a brief history on a significant rock artist or group that was actively performing prior to 1979.  I will consider allowing some more recent artists, but it is up to the student to get such artists approved with me before writing on them.
Expectations

· A minimum of 3 pages in length

· Times New Roman 12pt. font, double spaced

· Spelling & grammar counts towards the grade

Discuss the Following

· How did the artist or band get started?

· What groups or artists had a great impact on the band’s style?

· Were there significant pre-career events that had a major impact on the development of the artist/group?

· What was their first break in the public eye?

· What was the high point of their career?

· Often the most successful record/tour, but you may see this differently.

· Discuss any other significant career moments.

· How did the band end (assuming they did)?

· What significant awards and recognition has the band received?

· Omit the irrelevant and uninteresting…some bands have won countless awards.  Avoid a list.  Just point out one’s that really stand out.

· What other groups have been significantly influenced by this artist/group?

Paper Mechanics

· As this is a short research paper, it requires sources.
· Use at least 3 sources for your research

· A least 1 of these must be a hard-copy (non-internet) source

· You may not count the Wikipedia.org site as a source

· You may use Wikipedia to give you insights and help you locate information and other sources.  As much of the information contained there is in dispute and/or controlled by special interests, more trustworthy sources are required.

· Title page

· Include the following on the title page:

· Your name

· A title

· Instructor: Adam Roberts

· MHL 153

· Spring 2008
Due Date

Oct. 13th 
Rock History Concert Reaction Paper

Over the course of the semester, students are expected to attend a rock genre and report on the experience.  As a wide variety of music can be called rock, please check with the instructor if you’re not sure if the show you attended counts.

Expectations:
· A minimum of 2 pages or more in length

· Include the names of the performers, band, venue and date

· Times New Roman 12pt font, double spaced

· Spelling & Grammar count towards the grade

Take the role of a concert reviewer and historian when writing the report.  Assume that the audience for this paper is interested but knows little or nothing about the subject of the concert.  Be as detailed as possible and feel free to discuss any element of the overall experience as nearly everything can have an impact on your impressions.  

The content of the paper may include (but is not limited to):
· When was the concert?

· Where was the performance?

· Who played?

· What was the instrumentation?

· Briefly, what style of music was it?

· What was the nature of the event?  In other words, were there any special circumstances surrounding the concert?

· Who attended the event?  Can you characterize the audience and their reaction?   

· Characterize using specific terminology from class the style of the band(s).  In other words, describe the music they played.  Note specific song titles if possible.  

· Describing specific details, what gives this band their own sound?  Or, why did this band fail to achieve its own distinct sound?  Did you feel this was an important aspect of the band’s performance?  Why or why not?

· Can you link the performance(s) to any of the bands or styles we have studied? 

· Did you enjoy the concert?  Why or why not?

· Would you recommend this event or band to others?  Why or why not?

There are many venues in and around Phoenix, even if you are under the age of 21.  If you are having difficulties finding a venue, check local papers, internet sites, listen to the radio, or look for postings.  Even though your report should be linked to a topic we will study in class, there are many possibilities:  blues, country, gospel, and virtually any “newer” style.  This includes hip hop and rap as well.  

NOTE: Events attended prior to the class start date aren’t eligible for this project.    

Due Date:
Dec. 10th 
