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Short Story Analysis

Plot
The story that I read is called Chang Tzu’s Independence. The story is about a really smart and wise man that a lot of people look up to because of what he does. A lot of his peers want him to be of their assistance and work for them or with them, in good paying jobs of course. Chang Tzu works for himself and spends a lot of time by himself pretty deep in the woods. The Prince of the place he lives in, Prince Chu; decided to send his officials for Chang Tzu to see if he would work for him. Chang Tzu was fishing when they showed up and turned them down quick. That was pretty much the conflict because he turned an important great paying job down because of his own independence. Chang Tzu’s response to their question was a little mean, for example he said “I heard that in the state of Chu there is a sacred tortoise which has been dead three thousand years which he keeps packed up in a box on the altar of his ancestral shrine. Now do you think that tortoise would rather be dead and have it’s remains thus honored, or be alive and wagging it’s tail in the mud?” When the officials answered that no doubt it would rather be wagging its tail in the mud, Chang Tzu quickly replied “Begone! I too elect to remain wagging my tail in the mud.” Then he spent the rest of his day fishing.
Setting

I think that the story took place in the early eighteen hundreds or late seventeen hundreds. I think that first because some of the words used in the story such as thus and begone. Second there was a prince of the land and those haven’t been around for a long time, it was definitely a long time ago, though. Chang Tzu’s house is deep in the woods next to a creek. So seeing as how he is really independent and isolated I think that the setting definitely influences him because if he lived in a town he’d go grocery shopping and have an office job or something. He is also really smart and it talks about him reading a lot so he has a lot of books in his house which is also an example of how his setting is a factor of how is. Chang Tzu’s independence is very well symbolized in the story. He fixed himself food with fishing and hunting, he lives far enough away from people to not have to not really need their help for anything. not only that but he doesn’t even want their help so he has a pretty high amount of pride. I’d say the action is like a flash, it was hard to get into the story because I didn’t see what everything that happened had to do with it. But when it did happen I understood. The author Chou Dynasty filled in the gaps with details, background, and other people who wanted Chang’s assistance.
Characters

There is only one main character and I would say he’s the only distinct individual because the story is about him and he sort of isolates himself in some kind of woods next to a pond. Chang Tzu is very self driven and obviously doesn’t really need or even want help from anyone else. Chang Tzu he has great independence but it could also be that he has too much pride because when people offer to help him he won’t have it, he probably wouldn’t ask if he needed it, either. He is really smart and specials in philosophy and he reads lots of books but that is really the only kind of books he reads. The other characters are all foils to make Chang Tzu look better. They all only want Chang Tzu to either work for him or they want to supply him with groceries and necessities. Plus the jobs that people are offering are great jobs and pay money that I dream of having.
Style

When I read this story I felt like I went back in time to like the eighteen hundreds because of the language and words that the author used. The mood is really calm because Chang Tzu’s lifestyle is steady and quiet besides when he goes hunting. But otherwise he goes fishing, reads, cooks, sleeps, sometimes people from the town go to his house and he knows a little how to play music. But towards other people Chang Tzu kind of has a humorous rude attitude. He doesn’t want to be around them but he tries to them in humorous metaphoric ways like when he told the officials to begone and he’d live rather work for the Prince and die then be one the ancestral shrine for three thousand years.
Classification

The themes are independence, pride, and loneliness I think. But the whole point of the story as I have said is that Chang Tzu is n+ot going to give up his independence. There is nothing in the story that would make you think different because he does everything alone, lives deep in the woods, and shoos people away pretty quick. I think that the author raises questions and solves them like maybe they wondered if Chang Tzu would take food from other people and then it was solved when the old lady came over with food and Chang Tzu didn’t want to accept it. Then he tested whether Chang would put himself out there when the prince sent his officials to Chang Tzu’s house to see if he wanted a great job with good paying money then Chang Tzu turned them down.

