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The purpose of this document is to provide a running chronology of the

WaterForKenya project and its various associated ministries.

My wife and I, and our children have been participating in a Christian family camping organization since 1972. The name of the organization is "Camps Farthest Out". Camps Farthest Out is a nondenominational Christian lay ministry that started in the United States and now is worldwide. It is an opportunity for laypeople to reach out in a safe environment and learned to minister in the name of Jesus Christ. It is a powerful tool of Christianity, yet most people don't even know about it. The ministry that we now call "WaterForKenya" had its humble beginnings in a simple statement made in 1995 to me by a Christian member of Parliament in Kenya who was a speaker in our camp that year. Javon Omani is his name, and our camp was the last one and that he visited before returning to Kenya that year. Before leaving our country, he spent a week in our house awaiting his flight. Having learned that I am a civil engineer who specializes in water and wastewater projects, as he was leaving he turned to me and said: "David, when you come to Kenya I need to have you help us get safe water for our people ... because we can lose a whole village as a result of contaminated water."

I had never before thought about going to Africa, at that time the word simply passed me by. My consulting engineering practice was doing well, and my wife was fully involved in teaching handicapped children for our local school district. Neither of us had any time for travel, let alone for a ministry in a foreign country.

10 years later, in 2004 the international branch of Camps Farthest Out announced that it would be having its next international meeting (held every five years) in 2005, in Nairobi, Kenya. By that time all of our children had gotten married and have lives of their own; Eleanor had retired; and even though I was still working, retirement was looking pretty good to me too. Eleanor and I looked at each other and said "perhaps God wants us to check Kenya out ... maybe he has a place for us in bringing safe water to his people there." Not wanting to ignore an opportunity set before us, we did attend that meeting in Nairobi and it was there that we met the people with whom would later work. 

Having never traveled to this part of the world, we decided to take a Safari by vehicle while we were there to get an idea as to what kind of conditions we might have to encounter if we were to make a commitment to help these people. Although our Safari did not take us to that part of Kenya where we now work, it opened our eyes to the great need and the friendly character of the people with whom we are now working.

Attending an international Christian conference must be something like Heaven. Being among people of many nations each praising God in his own language was truly a joyous occasion. But that was not the primary purpose of our being there, we there to listen and observe and to see if God might present something specific for us to work with ... to see if he would present opportunities for us which we felt we were led to become involved in. Indeed he did.

About halfway through the weeklong conference, we met the people on whom we would eventually build this ministry. They were involved in several ministries, but the one that interested me most was the new hand digging of water wells. As I sat and listened, they described the hand dug water wells has been little over 3 feet in diameter and a 120 feet deep. The work is very dangerous, and hard. Once they get to the water level they must continue to dig at least another 10 feet. At that time the diggers were using a bucket and a rope with a single pulley to pull the dirt, mud, and water out of the hole while they were digging, and the same rope and pulley assembly to lower heavy cement liners into the hole to keep it from collapsing onto them. I pointed out that if they had a longer rope and a second pulley their work would be much easier. Before the conference finished, we met with them on many occasions and Eleanor and I realized that this is a place were we could help significantly. We left them with money for longer rope and a second pulley and by the time we reached home and they already had e-mailed photos showing the new robe and pulley being used and commenting on how much easier the workload was. Nevertheless, their work was still extremely dangerous. These wells are being dug by men in the bottom of the pit which is full of foul air and surrounded by crumbling dirt walls. They have no hard hats, no shoes, usually wore no shirt while in the well shaft and if a stone the size of a walnut were to fall on a worker's head, he could be killed. Furthermore, the walls of the hole are often unstable and workers sometimes get buried as the hole collapses in on them. Because of this danger, I promise to see what I could do to bring in a drilling rig they would make the work much safer.

A drilled water well can be installed much quicker and safer then a hand dug well, it usually produces a more reliable supply that is less subject to contamination. It takes 10 men working 10 hours a day for 26 days (one month) to install a hand dug well. Using the well drilling rigs that we've been bringing in to Kenya, it takes a team of four workers working six days to install the same well. We assign five workers to the drill rig, the fifth person is to serve as crowd control and as an evangelist.

Our First Trip to Kenya was in August of 2005. It was more or less a "fact-finding and contacts establishment" trip. During the following year, using the Internet we firmed up many plans, and I investigated what kind of drilled equipment might be available for our use. I was pleasantly surprised to learn that small rigs are available at a reasonable cost.

I put together a PowerPoint show to present the needs that we observed to members of our church. In December of 2005 I presented that PowerPoint show to representatives of a very small Spanish congregation in Southern California. To my amazement they responded by paying for our very first drill rig. This congregation of only about 60 adults came up with the $15,000 needed to purchase and ship our first water well drilling rig to Kenya. My wife and I looked at each other, and we knew that "God's Roller Coaster" had just taken off. It was not long thereafter we raised the funds for our first vehicle that was needed to tow the drill rig. I presented our program to our local church board and they asked what we are going to do about security ... for in the past they had sent equipment to Third World countries and later checked on that equipment and found it missing. Using the Internet, I discussed this issue with my Kenyan contacts and we concluded that we would need to buy some land and build a building in which the equipment could be stored. The next $8500 that we raised purchase total over one half of an acre of land and constructed a block building with a metal roof that is capable of storing two drill rigs, housing the family of the caretaker, and still had one room for an office for the project.

Our Second Trip to Kenya (which was the first trip to where our workers live) The first drill rig was manufactured in the spring of 2006. It was immediately shipped from Alabama to Kenya. We had hoped to have it through customs by the time we arrived that September, but upon our arrival we found that it was still encumbered by red tape of the customs office. We used the opportunity however to do classroom style training of the 30 workers that were then hand digging wells.

My wife Eleanor is not one to sit around while I'm doing my thing. Working with some of my key contacts, she arranged to do a series of Christian women's seminars on this trip. Upon our arrival in Kenya, she also got involved with several orphanages and a school. She does three women's seminars in a week. Women will walk up to two hours to come to her seminars, be there from 9 AM to 3:30 PM (having a lunch of rice and beans) and then afterwards walk two hours home, then they must go 4 to 8 miles to get water, feed their families and attend to their household needs. We often eat evening meals with them in their houses ... but we sleep at a local hotel where we have our breakfasts.

Our Third Trip to Kenya 2007 was an unusual year for us as my wife had previously arranged for us to take a transatlantic cruise immediately after returning from Kenya. While on that cruise, we met a couple from Northern Illinois who expressed considerable interest in our Kenyan water project. Their church had an endowment program that was used to support specific ministries, and this couple encouraged us to apply for funds for our work. Shortly after returning home, I submitted our application and a few days later we returned to Kenya. This time we arrived one day after the drill rig was delivered. So in December of 2006 we drilled our first well.

My wife Eleanor was joined by our eldest daughter in holding ladies Christian seminars. Subsequent to our prior trip to Kenya, our local Sunday school had raised $279.60 for the construction of a classroom for a small school that was meeting under one tree and makeshift shade structure. While we were there, the classroom was built and we were in able to bring photographs of its construction back to the Sunday school children. This money paid for a classroom that holds 40 children and for the children's desks.

Eleanor had been approached on our previous trip by some of the widows and ladies of the community to have her help them create a way to earn money. They asked if she would help them raise money for sewing machines. None of the people in this area have electricity, they were asking for treadle sewing machines. Eleanor had shared this with the ladies of our church had come on this trip with enough money for one sewing machine. The women were delighted, as just one sewing machine can be shared by as many as 20 women.

Eleanor also worked with training teachers at the little school, and visited to orphanages.
In January of 2007, we learned that the church in northern Illinois was providing funds for the purchase of our second well drilling rig and tow vehicle. We were overwhelmed. Clearly God was honoring our efforts and dedication.

Our second drill rig was shipped to Kenya on May 2, 2007. It arrived in Mombasa (Kenyan's primary shipping port) in early July and there it stayed while the various governmental offices took their time to process our customs clearance requests. It was not until the Tuesday before Thanksgiving of 2007 that we were finally advised that our request to clear customs had been approved. Our representatives in Mombasa presented the clearance papers to their local officials who promptly refused to honor them saying that they wanted to collect some taxes which had been clearly waved in the clearance letter. In my e-mail I appealed this action and in within a couple weeks my appeal was honored. It was only about a week before Christmas in 2007 with the elections scheduled to be held on December 26 our shipping agent advised us to wait until after the election to see whether or not the elections would be peacefully handled. His wisdom was good because history shows that the violence that occurred after the election resulted in more than 1500 people dying. It was not until the following March that we felt that it would be wise to try to take delivery of our second drill rig. At that time, our agent went to the customs office in Mombasa to clear the rig through customs, he was then told that our paperwork was too old and it needed to be reprocessed. On March 22, 2008, we finally received the second drill rig. Our goal is to eventually have six drill rigs, which would allow all of our workers to get out of the hand digging business. Now that this rig is finally available, the two rigs have been kept quite busy.

Our Fourth Trip to Kenya took place in August of 2007, this time we were joined by our daughter, her husband, and her two eldest grandsons (what a blessing). We had hoped to have the second rig delivered by the time of our arrival, but instead it was hopelessly caught up in red tape. On this trip I focused on training the board members regarding their responsibilities and authority. Our Kenyan board consisted at that time of 12 Kenyan men and women none of whom had that kind of experience. I also focused my time on monitoring progress of the work, training its leaders, and making sure that we have a common focus in the service of our Lord Jesus Christ. Each time that we meet with workers, or the board we start our sessions in prayer and singing. It is joyful just to reflect on those times.

Both my wife and daughter continued their Christian lecture series while our son-in-law and grandsons join me in overseeing the progress of the workers. That was the week of our 43rd anniversary, and since one of the pastors had asked us on several occasions to put on a Christian marriage seminar Eleanor and I, together with our daughter and her husband led a marriage seminar using the book "Love and Respect" this is not only an excellent text for Westerners, much of it works well with the African people. 150 people attended, one pastor told us that 50 of the couples had approached him and told him that their lives changed.
The violence that followed the presidential elections of 2007 resulted in major havoc to the infrastructure and economy of Kenya. 

It was never our intent to establish this as a ministry which would be reliant upon David and Eleanor Hansen for its continued success. From the very beginning it had been our intent to establish a program where the Kenyans could do work for other Kenyans. Lee set up is an organization in Kenya that will employ Kenyans and perform work on a nonprofit basis and thereby make the cost of installing a well affordable. Using this equipment we can install a well at roughly the same cost as hand digging a well, but we can do it much quicker and safer. The board is all volunteer, and the workers are paid a fair wage. Any monies raised in excess of actual costs are to be put back into expansion of the program rather than for the payment of profits.

Unfortunately, the violence following the presidential election dried-up the previously available funds that we had counted on to keep the drilling rigs busy. In the spring of 2008 we found ourselves with fully trained workers, and equipment … but no economy to support it. That's when God took his next big step.

In the spring of 2008 we started looking for sources of money to pay for the wells that our equipment and workers could install. Our efforts to that point had been in the form of raising money for the equipment ... and then traveling at our own expense to Kenya to perform organizational and training activities. Through our website, we were contacted by Peter Chassie of The Water Project in North Carolina. Coincidently we contacted representatives of Charity Is (also known as Charity Water) which works out of New York City. It turns out that they were already working with Peter and suggested that we direct our efforts through him. The Water Project is now working with us raising funds for the installation wells in Kenya.

In the summer of 2008 we were contacted by a gentleman in St. Louis who calls himself "The Shoe Man". In the 2008 George Hutchings collected over 156,000 pairs of used shoes which he sold to a company for resale in South America and Asia. The money that he raised in that manner he had hoped to use to purchase well drilling equipment and start a program similar to ours in another part of Kenya. Unfortunately, the people with whom he was hoping to work had problems and that program went no further. George is now joined with us, and his funds are being used to pay for our third drilling rig. 
Over the years the cost of these rigs has increased substantially. Our first rig cost $15,000 to get it to the port and Kenya, our second rig cost $17,000 to get it to the port in Kenya, this spring I was told that our third rig would cost $19,000 which did not include any shipping costs to Kenya. This is truly disappointing news, as we have not included such an increase in our fundraising.
Our Fifth Trip to Kenya took place in September 2008. My activities on this trip were similar to those of the previous trip. Mainly used for organizational, training, and problem resolving sessions. In one way my activities have some significant changes, we have noted during our past trips that although many people call themselves pastors, few of them have formal training. The typical church attendee in the United States is far better prepared to preach the gospel than most of those with whom we work in Kenya. The Lord is in their hearts, but theologically they are weak. One pastor had approached us asking if we could provide formal training for local preachers. I shared this need with our member of our local church, here in Southern California who is on the staff of Mission Aviation Fellowship in charge of the program for training Third World clergy. Through him I made contact with a Kenyan leader in pastoral training who is associated with "Simply the Story". Being available at the time were coming into the country, and being a traveling leader of pastors, he joined us for the first part of this trip and helped greatly to help us introduce special techniques for sharing the gospel. Our friend with Mission Aviation Fellowship has helped me to assemble a laptop, a series of MP3 players, a portable hard drive with lots of programming on, some rechargeable batteries, and several solar rechargers. Using this material, I worked with one of my lead board members who is a pastor to set up a training program that involves 15 pastors meeting weekly to get new lessons downloaded onto their MP3 players, which they listen to during the week come back the following week to discuss, and get reloaded with additional lessons. This program is ongoing even though we are no longer in Kenya.
Eleanor also did similar work to the prior trips, but this time we had a nurse with us and Eleanor and she made it a point to visit some medical centers. They came was back with a list of needs which were presently working on. In preparation for this trip Eleanor had made contact with people associated with "Simply the Story" who produce the training materials entitled "Gods-Story".
During this fifth trip, we made it a point to meet with governmental officials who might be able to help us clear customs more easily in the next shipment. We met personally with Mrs. Odinga (wife of the Prime Minister), her executive director who is also the executive director of the league of women voters of Kenya, the gentleman in charge of all foreign business development in Kenya, and one of the two deputy prime ministers.
In late February of 2009, the time I came to order the third drilling rig. The night before I was to order the $19,000 drill rig, I was contacted by an associate who was doing water wells in Malawi. He had on the phone line in lady who wanted to do in Tanzania what we are doing in Kenya. During the course of our conversation she mentioned that they just purchased a drill rig for shipment to Tanzania. It sounded interesting to me and I looked it up on the Internet. It is similar to the slightly larger than the ones we were already working with in Kenya. The Internet price was slightly less than the $19,000 they would have to pay to reproduce what we had previously sent to Kenya. But there was a twist, the website listed a special price of $9,200 available for only a short time. I contacted those people and shared with them my need for drill rigs, and that price I could buy two rather than one. The night before I called, the couple that owns the company that manufactures this new drill rig had been watching the 700 Club and overheard Pat Robertson discussing the need of water in Africa. They had turned to each other, discussed this need, and decided that maybe they should give a water well drilling rig for use in Kenya. Only God could have scheduled such perfect timing. I contacted a pastor with whom we work and shared this news with him ... he said that at that price he would like to buy a drilling rig rather than pay for a well in northern Kenya. My wife and I have been to the area of which he spoke and know the pastor with whom he wants to work. I said that if he were to buy the rig, I would have his People trained.

The way it presently stands, is that we have now ordered two new drilling rig's and the manufacturer is going to donate a third smaller rig. At this price, we should have close to enough money to buy a used tow vehicle in Kenya to transport one of the new drill rigs between jobsites.

It is our plan this April to hold an event in St. Louis Missouri where these drill rigs will be placed on display. We hope to have in attendance representatives of the church in northern Illinois, representatives of the drill manufacture, two pastors from California, and representatives of those you now funding wells. We will have a considerable amount of press coverage, because “The Shoe Man” who raised so much of the funds for what is being done already has an excellent rapport with the St. Louis news media. In that Pat Robertson and the 700 Club figured so prominently in our getting a third drill rig, we would also hope to get them involved as well.
Our Sixth Trip to Kenya is presently being planned to take place during the month of August 2009. During that trip, it is our hope to meet with the president of Kenya, the Prime Minister Kenya and his wife, and multiple other dignitaries.
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