Advocate’s Reach

The Advocate’s hand reaching Asia (1 John 2: 1b,2).

ADVOCATE’S REACH was incorporated as a Washington Non-Profit Corporation on January 18, 1990, by Michael and Naomi Phillips, missionaries to Thailand.

The Phillips are members of and sent out by Sisco Heights Community Church which is located outside of Arlington, Washington. Advocate’s Reach works in cooperation with the Fellowship of Christian Assemblies as well as other denominations.

Michael Phillips, a graduate of Seattle Bible College with a Bachelor’s Degree in Theology. He was saved, baptized, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ordained at Sisco Heights Community Church.  He served here in different capacities during his Bible College days.  He also worked as an Artist and Printer in the Philadelphia Church print shop.  Michael also has a degree in Fine Arts (sculptor and drawing) from the University of Kansas.  Michael had been to Thailand for two six-week periods while attending Seattle Bible College.

After graduation from Seattle Bible College, the Phillips worked with Grace Fellowship, under the direction of Pastor Warren Carlson of the Assemblies of God; and then with Hope of Seattle Thai Church, under Dr. Varun Laohaprasit.  Here, they took language studies and became somewhat adjusted to Thai culture.

Naomi Phillips, the daughter of Dr. Paul Cornish (former Dean of Seattle Bible College), took Nurses Training, worked with Camp Berachah as Camp Nurse, hospice, and a number of other nursing jobs.  She also helped Grace Fellowship and Hope of Seattle as Sunday School Director.

The Phillips went to Thailand January 16, 1990 to work with Pastor Sawaeng Kusawadee of Prachuap.  While they were there they studied the Thai language and adjusted to the customs and culture of the people.

Pastor Sawaeng is the Pastor of a flourishing work that Lars and Mari Lorner from Sweden

founded some years ago.  It consists of a growing church body, and the Kittikoon School. The school numbers over 500 children, from kindergarten through the sixth grade. Many government officials send their children there.  Naomi served as Nurse while taking language study, and Michael taught through an interpreter.

After a year of language study, God led the Phillips to the city of Chiang Kham, approximately 20 kilometers from the Laos border.  Here they started working with a three-member team of national leaders who were under the Assemblies of God. Each of these men was Pastors and had flourishing works.  

In 1992 the Phillips, through God’s leading, birthed the Home of Refuge which is a home to protect young girls from being sold into prostitution.  This is a huge problem in the north of Thailand. The goal is first of all is to introduce them to a true relationship with Jesus Christ as their Savior. The girls are educated in an effort to help them find a job that will help them to be a positive influence within their society. The hostel has a cap of fifteen girls and since it’s birth has housed a total of thirty girls.  It has had an approximate seventy-five percent salvation rate during the years of its existence.  A board of two Thai Christian leaders and two Missionaries (Michael being on the board) governs it.  Its house parents are Mr. Boriboon and his wife Ganjana.  The hostel is for the most part Thai run and has a true Thai atmosphere.

In 1994 Michael birthed the Chiang Kham Bible training Center.  This is a program to help area Christian lay leader get a basic understanding of the Bible with training on leadership that will help them to independently govern their local churches. It is also designed to encourage evangelism and multiplication of the churches. The whole program is based of the scripture 2 Timothy 2: 2 (And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also). This is done by a simple chronological study that is based on the basic doctrines of the Bible.  Along with this there is teaching on Christian family living, preaching, worship, ceremonies, and many other subjects.  The training lasts four days on the third week of the month for six months a year.  This would be considered one term.  In these sessions there has been an average of forty-five people attend which represents fifteen villages.  Michael’s assistant in this training program is Rev. Tawatchy Intisin.  

Along with the training in the center there is also training on the village level.  This takes place on the first week of every month. In this session, the students who are studying in the training center and living near the villages are spit up into teams and sent out. At present there are four teams, three teams go to Mien tribal villages and one goes to a Hmong village. The hope is to multiply these teams in the future; thus, more villages over a wider area can be reached. In these village sessions the students do the teaching.  This helps the students gain a deeper understanding of what they are learning and again reinforces the 2 Timothy 2: 2 concept.  Teaching is done in the tribal language and sometimes in Thai, which is then translated into tribal languages when needed.

In 1997 the Phillips partnered with the David Crist family with an agricultural aspect of the ministry.  David’s vision and role was to introduce a plan that would give the Christian leaders help with their crops.  By doing this their crops produce a greater profit as well giving them more time to fulfill the work of God. This work has proven to be very good for the leaders and has grown very fast. The agricultural ministry teaches a terracing type of farming which helps to keep the topsoil from running off the mountains. Another program deals with a full cycle type of program raising livestock.  For example, there are two types of bushes that if there are fifty of them, will provide enough leaves to nourish one adult pig.  The manure from the pig (or chickens) is then thrown into fishponds (or the livestock is raised over the pond) which produces algae for the fish to live on.  When the fish mature they can be sold for profit.  David has withdrawn from this project five years ago but we continue to seek many other types of programs that also help with the productivity of the leader’s life as well as evangelism in restricted countries.  Our goal to help the Christian family’s situation bettered on a local level rather then to bring in moneys from the western world. At this time a Thai man overseeing the project.

In 1998 the Phillips had another organization join them, FARMS International (Mr. Joseph Richter is director).  This organization provides micro loans from approximately fifty to three hundred dollars per Christian family.  Since the birth of this project FARMS has sent twenty-one thousand dollars to Thailand. One hundred plus families have taken advantage of this program and have been very pleased with its results.  The premise of this ministry is that poor people really don’t want money just given to them.  FARMS International says that they believe in the poor Christian family who can not seem to get ahead.  They want to give them a start, and have faith that they can pay the program back. When the money returns it is then loaned out to another Christian family. The only thing that is asked for by this project is that there is a five-percent service charge and ten-percent of all profits is donated to the local church.  This also teaches the Christians obedience, tithing, and the blessing of the Lord. The program is run by a five member board made up of three Thai men, a Mien man, a Hmong man, and Michael Phillips as an advisor. 

In February of 1998 Michael was voted in as Chairman of the American Churches of Christ Mission to Thailand. Until this date Michael was working under the covering of this mission in Thailand and using their visa slot. This work was birthed in 1949. It is governed by a seven-member board. The mission has two other hostels who’s goal is to help poor tribal children meet Christ and receive a good education. Many of these children would not have such an opportunity if it were not for the hostel. In addition to the other works the mission is a covering for approximately twenty tribal churches.

Since 1999 Michael was working in cooperation with OMF as team leader for the Blue Hmong tribal group. This role was to strategize and develop a plan for reaching the Blue Hmong people throughout the world. There is approximately 700,000. Blue Hmong people throughout the world. At present, this effort is primarily driven by the Hmong themselves.

In 2006 the Phillips family joined Missions to Unreached Peoples. Their desire was for community and strength in networking. The Phillips were very impressed by workings of MUP and believed it was God’s will to join them.
In the future the Phillips are moving more towards a fathering role in these ministries. The Lord has brought a number of mighty men of God along side Michael who are fit for the needs at hand. Michael presently is mentoring these men as well as overseeing the various aspects of the mission.

Another future possibility is Michael’s art. This is working out to be a great personal evangelistic tool with wide reaching influence. Although Michael’s degree focused more on sculpture now he is working to better his oil painting skills.

Michael and Naomi have five children: Sarah, Aaron, Levi (Big), Caleb, and Matthew (Boom).

ADVOCATE’S REACH is a faith venture supported by churches and individuals.  Tax-deductible donations may be sent to:

ADVOCATE’S REACH

P.O. Box 3183

ARLINGTON, WA. 98223

Personal letters are encouraged and may be sent to:

MICHAEL & NAOMI PHILLIPS

P.O. BOX 42

CHIANG KHAM, PHAYAO

THAILAND  56110
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Dr. Paul Cornish serves in an advisory capacity.

1 John 2: 1b,2

“And if anyone sins, we have an ADVOCATE with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but for the whole world.”

