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LEADING A CLUBBER TO CHRIST

You have a grave responsibility as an Awana leader.  You are on the front lines dealing with young people on a regular basis. Many are unsaved and do not understand the gospel.  Your most important task is to discern that need and be ready to meet it with a clear, accurate presentation of the gospel.

Presenting the gospel accurately requires preparation. You have to feel confident in what you share and how you share it. Following are some steps designed to help you gain that confidence in presenting the timeless, unchanging gospel message.

Step I. — Prepare tar the Process of Communicating the Message.

Young people should realize from the start that what you are about to share with them is very important. Your attitude, body language and tone of voice should convey this clearly.

Find a place free of distractions, where you can talk one-on-one. As you talk, maintain good eye contact. Situate yourself, both physically and mentally, at the clubber’s own level. The psychological distance between you will be diminished. The intellectual understanding between you will be enhanced.

Step 2— Prepare for the Content of the Message.

The gospel must not be diluted. It should be presented simply and clearly in its entirety. For working on a one-on-one basis with your clubbers, Awana has produced God’s Only Way to Heaven. This full-color, illustrated gospel tract is available in packages of 10 clubber booklets and packages of five leader booklets with helpful hints on each page. Its brief, clear presentation includes the basics of leading a clubber to Christ along with appropriate Bible verses and short explanations. Topics covered are:

1.  Am I a sinner? (clubber learns that everyone is a sinner, and sin leads to eternal separation from God — Romans 3:23; 6:23.)

2.  What shall I do about my sin? (clubber learns that he or she cannot do any- thing “good” to make God forget our sin — Titus 3:5.)

3.  God has done everything. (clubber learns that God put Jesus on a cross in his or her place to die for our sin — Romans 5:8.)

4.  It happened at the cross. (clubber learns that Jesus paid for his or her sin by dying, shedding His blood and then rising from the grave and going back to heaven — 1 Peter 3:18.)

5.  God asks me to believe (trust) Him to take away my sin- (clubber learns that believing is trusting what God did for us. clubber is asked to personally believe (trust) that Jesus died in his or her place and to accept Him as Savior   John1:12.)

6.  I know this gift is mine (clubber learns about assurance of his or her salvation  John 10:28; 3:16.)

Step 3— Prepare for the Response to the Message.

As you explain the gospel, ask the clubbers if they understand what you are saying and what it means to them. Take time to explain thoroughly each question the clubbers may have. Summarize what you’ve covered. Then, ask again if the clubbers have any questions. Now you are ready to encourage them to make a decision to accept Jesus Christ as Savior.

Help the clubbers verbalize in prayer their decision to accept Christ as Savior. Be careful not to pray for the clubbers, but encourage and assure them of God’s love for them as individuals.

Leading a Clubber To Christ:  Step by Step

“You are diiiismissed!”

The clubbers raced for the gym door, heading for the fresh spring air outside. But Tim walked pensively, hands in his pockets, oblivious to the commotion around him.

Something inside urged me to talk to Tim.

“Anything special on your mind, Tim?” I asked. As Tim looked up, the expression on his face gave tangible form to the intangible struggle inside. He asked, “Jesus wanted to die for me!’ I knew that God had prepared that moment, and He wanted me to avail myself of the opportunity to share the gospel now!

I stooped down, so my face directly met Tim’s. “Jesus came to earth because He loves you and wants to save you from sin,” I said. “He died willingly on the cross for you and me.” Tim’s eyes were radiant as I spoke. They made me even more aware of how important this moment was for both of us.

“The reason Jesus died for us is because everyone is a sinner,” I continued. “The Bible tells us in Romans 3:23: For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. And in Revelation 20:15, God’s Word says, And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. These words tell us that sin separates us from God. As a lost sinner, we cannot spend eternity with God. But God can save us from sin, and then we can enjoy fellowship with Him forever?

“But why did Jesus have to die? It doesn’t seem fair!” said Tim.

“Because God’s penalty for sin is death,” I responded. “The Bible says in Romans 6:23a: The wages of sin is death. Only Jesus could pay the penalty for our sin. In Isaiah 64:6, we read: ... all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags

“Tim, Jesus is God’s answer to our sin problem,” I went on to explain. “In John 14:6, Jesus Himself says: 1 am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” And I Peter 3:18 says: For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit. Because Jesus died on the cross in our place, we can trust Him to save us from sin. When we trust Him, He gives us eternal life, and we’ll be with Him for all eternity. Our salvation through Him is a free gift, Tim.”

I said, “We could never do enough by ourselves to make us okay with God. As Ephesians 2:8-9 says: For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.  And Titus 3:5 says:  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us…”

“Isn’t there anything I need to do?” asked Tim.

“Just trust Jesus to save you,” I answered. “Remember, He died on the cross for you. He wants to take away your sin. Trust Him as your Savior. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life (John 3:16).”

Finally I said, “Tim, put your name in that verse in place of the words world and whosoever: For God so loved Tim, that He gave His only begotten Son, that [if] Tim believeth in Him, Tim should not perish, but have everlasting life. Thank God for sending Jesus to die in your place on the cross and for giving you eternal life. God is listening when you pray.”

Follow-up

Follow-up is a process by which a mature Christian gently guides a young believer through the basic, vital truths of the Christian faith. But this mature Christian does much more. He or she personally exhibits to a new believer the thrill of walking and talking with Jesus every day.

If at all possible, begin follow-up with each clubber the week following his or her decision to accept Christ as Savior.

The Challenge — Jesus commands us in Matthew 28:19-20 not only to reach our world for Christ, but also to make disciples of Christ. A disciple is a follower— and your job is to guide the young Christian clubber into a lifelong venture of following Jesus.

Pray daily for the child during this follow-up experience. Make him or her the object of your sincere personal care and love. As the clubber learns to open up and communicate with you, you’ll be forming a bond of friendship. This bond might easily continue through the young person’s early teen and high-school years (or even a lifetime). Christian kids need a mature Christian adult role model to uplift and guide them through rough times.

Scheduling — The decision of when and where to work with your clubbers on follow-up is important. Here are some options:

1.
A specific time each week in your home — Your home setting can provide an ideal situation where there is a relaxed atmosphere. If possible, meet in your home for 30-45 minutes for several weeks.

2.
Sunday immediately before or after church — Consider this option only if your clubber regularly attends Sunday school and church, and, if you don’t have any other responsibilities during this time. Choose a spot that you can both get to quickly and that will not distract another group (i.e., Sunday school class running overtime). You’ll need to get started promptly and move through a topic within a 10-15 minute time schedule. Be sure to obtain parental permission so Mom and Dad know why their child disappears. This arrangement works best with a cooperative child who attends church regularly.

3.
Club night during Handbook or Council Time — Follow-up before or after club is usually too rushed and inconvenient for both leaders and parents. It is also not recommended to take a clubber from Game Time (unless the

clubber doesn’t mind missing part of games). If you must meet during club, Handbook or Council Time are the best choices. During these times, clubbers expect to study and learn; follow-up is a natural continuation of this mood- The Handbook Time arrangement works best when the follow-up leader doesn’t have Handbook Time responsibilities, or he or she can have another leader cover a few minutes (perhaps the game director or club director).

The Council Time arrangement works well for any team leader not directly involved in Council Time leadership.

Follow-up Topics — Each clutter who accepts Christ should study the following topics:

1.
Assurance of salvation — Review the facts of salvation by using the Awana booklet God’s Only Way to Heaven. Make certain the clubber is sure of his or her salvation. Use the following true/false quiz to determine the clubber’s understanding:

Mark each statement either true or false.


TF

O
0
Everyone in the world, including me, is a sinner.

O
0
Some good works might make God forget my sin.

O
0
God put Jesus on a cross to die in my place for my sin.

o
0
When I believe that Jesus died in my place for my sin, He gives me



eternal life.

2.
Eternal security — Discuss a believer’s assurance of salvation from passages such as 1 John 5:13, John 10:27-29 and Romans 8:38-39. Explain that nothing can take a Christian from the safety of God’s hand.

3.
God talks to us — Explain that God talks to us through His Word, the Bible. Psalm 119:11 tells us why we should memorize Scripture — so we’ll sin less! The Bible teaches us to obey God.

The following exercise shows clubbers ways to obey God. Look up the following Bible verses and match them with how God wants you to obey Him.


Mark 16:15
Tell others about Jesus.


Ephesians 4:32
Be kind and forgive others.


Ephesians 6:1
Obey my parents.

4.
Talking to God — Teach the clubber that he or she can talk to God about everything! Ask the boy or girl what happened today that he or she can tell God. Explain that when we pray, we praise God for being so wonderful We thank Him for giving us eternal life and other good gifts. We ask Him for help. And when we do something wrong, we confess our sin by admitting to God that what we did was wrong.

First Thessalonians 5:18 teaches us to give thanks. Have the clubber list four things for which he or she is thankful. Then end your time together by both you and the clubber praying and thanking God.

5.
Christian friends — Look at Hebrews 10:24-25 with the clubber. This tells us to meet (assemble) with other Christians. Getting together with other Christians is called fellowship. Fellowship includes having a good time, studying the Bible and praying, and encouraging one another.

6.
When I disobey God — Tell the clubber that sin is disobeying God. Talk about specific sins boys and girls might commit (i.e., cheating, disobeying parents, telling lies). Explain that even as Christians, we still have our old sin nature dragging us down. We need to exercise our new nature by studying the Word of God. When we fail, we need to put our new nature back in control by changing our attitude, admitting we are wrong and asking the Holy Spirit for help.

7.
When things go wrong — Some people think that when you become a Christian, all your problems disappear. Clubbers need to realize that this isn’t true. Discuss what kinds of trials a boy or girl might experience. Explain that trials can help us trust God more and grow to be more like Christ. Ask the clubber to read James 1:2 and then tell you how he or she should act when there’s a problem.

8.
Talking to others — Discuss with the clubber how exciting it is to be a Christian and how the clubber’s friends need Jesus. Explain that we witness by sharing what Christ did for us. Role-play with the clubber how to tell others about Christ.

