A Hosea and Gomer Marriage; Unequally Yoked – January 28, 2011

Greetings to Everyone!

Got Heart?  Got Passion for God?  Well, this next teaching will certainly test, challenge and present unlimited opportunities to determine how much heart, passion we really have for God.  This teaching is for informational purposes only.

Hosea is one of the Minor Prophets in the Old Testament because of its length, a short book.  However, Hosea’s life experiences were not short, but rather one of long-suffering.  Hosea had an unequally yoked marriage. 

The King James Study Bible states that Hosea name means “Salvation.”  Hosea’s prophecy gave Israel a tangible example of its spiritual idolatry, yet portrayed God’s love for Israel in spite of her spiritual infidelity.  It constituted a national call to repentance.  Further, it states that Hosea’s personal experience was designed by God to be an example to his nation.  Hosea was to the northern kingdom what Jeremiah was to the southern kingdom—a weeping prophet.  Hosea’s prophecy is characterized by intense emotion as the prophet’s personal tragedy is transferred and applied to the nation.  Because of Hosea’s intense personal involvement, they are not very distinctly defined from one another, a fact that makes the book difficult to outline.  Nonetheless, in the course of the prophecy Hosea was commanded to marry Gomer who bore him two sons and a daughter.  (Many believe her lover sired one or more children.)  Throughout the prophecy, the prophet’s personal history was made to be symbolic of the relationship between the Lord and Israel.  Because of the tragic details of his personal life, Hosea has been known as the brokenhearted prophet.  His sorrow provides a good illustration of the brokenhearted Lord in His relationship with sinful mankind. 

When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, the Lord said to him, “Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the Lord.”  So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. Then the Lord said to Hosea, “Call him Jezreel, because I will soon punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel. [Hosea 1:2-4]  Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter.  Then the Lord said to Hosea, “Call her Lo-Ruhamah, for I will no longer show love to the house of Israel, that I should at all forgive them. [Hosea 1:6]  After she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, Gomer had another son.  Then the Lord said, “Call him Lo-Ammi, for you are not my people, and I am not your God. [Hosea 1:8-9]   It was stated above that, “(Many believe her lover sired one or more children.)”  

The Lord said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress.  Love her as the Lord loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.”  So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley.  Then I told her, “You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will live with you.” [Hosea 3:1-2, Hosea’s Reconciliation With His Wife]  The King James Study Bible states that if anyone had occasion to renounce his wife, Hosea did: however, he was instructed to love her still.  Similarly, God continued to love an unfaithful Israel.  Raison cakes are the same as flagons of wine.  They are similar, if not identical, to the cakes mentioned in Jeremiah 7:18 and 44:19 which were used in the idolatrous ceremonies in honor of the queen of heaven.  The price paid to redeem Gomer is indicative of the depth to which she had sunk; 30 pieces of silver was the price commonly paid for a slave (Exodus 21:32).  Barley was considered to be a food fit only for animals, and was eaten only by the poorest of people.  Gomer had sunk to such depths that she was worth only half the price of a common slave and approximately 10 bushels of animal food.  Good God from Zion!  How many of us would have bought our spouses back after all they have done to shame themselves and our families, but God?

Discussing this passage with a couple of ministry colleagues, they shared their thoughts as such:  Realistically, Gomer marriage to Hosea, a man of God, a prophet of God did not change her adulteress lifestyle.  God instructed Hosea to love his wife and Hosea did love her through his love for God.  Hosea showed sincere unconditional love and compassion towards Gomer rather than judgment.  Further, Gomer’s parents were probably very happy to know that a man of God took their daughter in marriage in spite of.  Glory to God.  This is powerful ya’ll, very powerful.  This is what God does towards us daily; He shows His unconditional love and compassion; He extends His grace and mercy.  

The book further describes in painful details the indiscretions of Israel in comparison to being in an unfaithful marriage to God and in the language befitting to today’s society.  I believe your eyes will be opened to Israel’s flagrant disobedience before God; much like our flagrant disobedience to God today.  God still will not be mocked: whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap. [Gal. 6:6-7, paraphrased]

Last, you may not have a Hosea and Gomer marriage, bless God, but there are many who do.  Rather than judge, these marriages or rather than judge the people in these marriages, why not show some compassion and unconditional love, and extend some grace and mercy towards them in spite of.  We do not know if God chose these mates for them or if they chose these mates for themselves.  We do know with certainty now that God does choose unequally yoked mates for Christ followers, true committed believers in spite of.  Hosea is a prime example.  Who chose your mate?  You or God?  All marriages require hard work; no one is exempt.  Some marriages, however, may require a little more work than others.  The key is however, God still needs to be in the Center of it regardless.  And whatever the devil means or meant for harm, God can and will work it out for your good [Gen. 50:20, paraphrased]; just choose to invite Him into the Center of your marriage and let God be God in it, which means the marriage may be different than what you originally expected it to be.  Praise God!  It is a process!
I pray you are encouraged and blessed by this teaching in Jesus mighty name.  Amen.

Until next time, God bless and peace be unto you,

Pastor Andra

