A Picture of Total Surrendering - December 8, 2010

O, taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.  O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together.   I will bless the Lord at all times: and his praise shall continually be in my mouth.  The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart: and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.  Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivereth him out of them all.  [Psalm 34:8, 3, 1, 18, 19; KJV]

Hallelujah!  Greetings to you all!

The KJ Study Bible annotations states that “the historical background of this acrostic Psalm 34 is related in 1 Samuel 21:10-11.  It bears all the marks of the testimony of one who narrowly escaped death, just as the passage in Samuel describes.  As such, it contains the praise and testimony of the one who was redeemed (vv. 1-10) and the seasoned instruction that can stem from such deliverance (vv. 11-22).”  

This is a great time to be serving the Lord!  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. [Matt. 5:6]  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us. [Eph. 3:20]  Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  [Gal. 6:9]  Moreover, even when we mess up, If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us and purify us from all unrighteousness. [1 John 1:9]  The truth is the more we experience the power of God working in and through our lives, our desire will become greater to obey God than not!  Faith pleases God.  Obedience moves God! Hallelujah!  Surrender your will to God! It is a process.  However, you can begin today:  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. [Romans 12:2]
Hebrews 11:[11] By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. [12] And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  
God cannot lie.  His Word is true.  If He said it, it will happen!  A picture of total surrendering—the Abraham-Isaac Phenomenon as shared by a ministry colleague.  I will walk you through so you can see for yourself Abraham total surrendering process.    

Genesis 12:[1] The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.  [2] “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you: I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  [3] I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  [4] So Abram left, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.  Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. [Abram obeyed]
[10] Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while because the famine was severe.  [11] As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “I know what a beautiful women you are.  [12] When the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’  Then they will kill me but will let you live.  [13] Say you are my sister, so that I will be treated well for your sake and my life will be spared because of you.” [Abram was untruthful]
Genesis 15:[3] And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.”  [4] Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir.”  [5] He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”  [6] Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.  [God’s promise to Abram and Abram’s belief in God’s promise to him]

Genesis 16:[1] Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children.  But she had an Egyptian maidservant name Hagar; [2] so she said to Abram, “The Lord has kept me from having children.  Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her.”  Abram agreed to what Sarai said. [3] So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife.  [4] He slept with Hagar, and she conceived.  When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. [Abram was disobedient, took matters into his own hands]
Genesis 17:[1] When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. [2] I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.” [3] Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, [4] “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. [5] No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations.  [6] I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. [7] I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. [God reaffirms his promise to Abram and now makes a covenant with Abraham]
Genesis 20:[1] Now Abraham moved on from there into the region of Negev and lived between Kadesh and Shur.  For a while he stayed in Gerar, [2] and there Abraham said of his wife Sarah, “She is my sister.” Then Abimelech king of Gerar sent for Sarah and took her.  [3] But God came to Abimelech in a dream one night and said to him, “You are as good as dead because of the woman you have taken; she is a married woman.”  [Abraham untruthful again]
Genesis 21:[1] Now the Lord was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah what he had promised. [2] Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him. [3] Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. [4] When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. [5] Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. [God’s promise of a son realized in Abraham’s life]

Genesis 22:[1] Some time later God tested Abraham.  He said to him, “Abraham!”  “Here I am,” he replied. [2] Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah.  Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.” [3] Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey.  He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac.  When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about.  [4] On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance.  [5] He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there.  We will worship and then we will come back to you.”  [6] Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on this son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife.  As the two of them went on together, [7] Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?”  “Yes my son?” Abraham replied.  “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”  [8] Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”  And the two of them went on together.  [9] When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it.  He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.  [10] Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.  [11] But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied.  [12] “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him.  Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”  [13] Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns.  He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.  [14] So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide.  And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.”  [15]  The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time [16] and said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son,  [17] I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, [18] and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”  [Abraham’s faith and obedience produced the ultimate fulfillment of God’s promise to him]
Glory!  Hallelujah!  I pray you all get this!  Apostle Paul has written letters in the New Testament confirming countless principles of what we should and should not do in relations to Abraham’s life unaware to the naked eyes.  He that hath ears let us hear what the Spirit is saying!  God is faithful ya’ll!  He is so faithful to us!  My Lord!
Faith pleases God.  Obedience moves God.  God cannot lie.  His Word is true.  If He said it, it will happen!  You can begin today:  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will . [Romans 12:2]
There is power in the blood of Jesus!  There is power through surrendering our will to God!  Let us set aside time during this holiday season to celebrate the birth of Jesus and thank God for the birth of His One and Only Begotten Son!  Hallelujah to the Lamb of God!  He is worth it all!  He is worthy to be praised!  A Picture of Total Surrendering!

Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas, and I pray everyone has a Blessed New Year!  

God bless you all in Jesus mighty name!

Pastor Andra
