A WHOLE You in God! [Part 3A] – May 4, 2010

Greetings My Friend!

I was trying to work some things out in my mind.  I believe it is okay to share it with you.  It really is worth the reading for I believe it is from God.

The King James Study Bible also stated that in addition to Saul/Paul studying to be a rabbi, they were also required to learn a trade and so labored in the low-paying, menial task of tentmaking.

My oldest daughter, April and I were discussing, Saul/Paul’s life when she looked on http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tentmaking to learn more about his life and this is what she found.  I briefly want to share just a few things: “Tentmaking, in general, refers to the activities of any Christian who, while functioning as a minister, receives little or no pay for his or her church work, and supports him or herself by additional, unrelated work.  The term comes from the fact that the apostle Paul supported himself by making tents while living and preaching in Corinth (Acts 18:3).

Unlike Peter and other apostles in the early Christian church, who devoted themselves entirely to their religious ministry and lived off the money donated by church members, Paul frequently performed outside work, not desiring to be a financial burden to the young churches he founded. In Thessaloniki, Paul states that he and his companions "worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you" (2 Thessalonians 3:8).  Paul's purpose in working was to set an example for the Christians, desiring that they not become idle in their expectation of the return of Christ, but that they would work to support themselves. He also hoped that his refusal to accept financial support would build his credibility among non-Christians, thus giving him the chance to win over more of them (See 1 Corinthians 9, particularly verse 12).

In addition to the example of Paul, many other famous people from the Bible supported themselves during their ministry. For example, Abraham raised cattle, Joseph was a government official, Joshua was a war general, Nehemiah was cupbearer to the King, Esther was a great ruler of her people, and Luke was a physician. Even Jesus himself worked as a carpenter.
Financial support is not the only essence of tentmaking. Instead the vocational identity coupled with excellence of work and lifestyle influences colleagues to follow Jesus Christ.
More recently, William Carey (1761-1831), considered to be the father of modern evangelical Christian missions, was a tentmaker in India, working as a factory owner and university professor while fulfilling his mission duties.  At the time, international mission work was a new and controversial idea in the church, and tentmaking was the only way for Carey to support his ministry. His example has led thousands of Christian missionaries to support themselves while ministering overseas.
Furthermore, tentmaking sometimes provides Christians the chance to serve in countries normally closed to mission work.  Governments hostile to Christianity often accept well-qualified teachers, doctors, computer technicians and engineers into their countries to work, even if these men and women are Christians. These professionals are thus able to serve the country and support themselves while performing missions work.”
Malachi 3:[6] "I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. [7] Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you," says the LORD Almighty. "But you ask, 'How are we to return?' [8] "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.  "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes and offerings.  [9] You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me. [10] Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. [11] I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the LORD Almighty. [12] "Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land," says the LORD Almighty. [NIV]
I subscribed to the seed-time harvest concept for many, many years, and what I learned is that I couldn’t buy God and what were my motives for seeding anyway, because they told me I would get a blessing? I couldn’t prevent any trial or tribulation from occurring if it was God’s will for me to experience it and there was no amount of money that could prevent it anyway.  I did continue to give my tithes and offering, but what I started to do was pay my past due bills instead of seeding.  I learned to be led by the Spirit of God in my giving rather than by my emotions.  This was not easy, but I’m so much better at it today than I was 10 years ago.
I also learned that faith really does please God.  Obedience definitely moves God and that Jesus really came to free me and not put a noose around my neck to choke me to a slow death.  Just trying to obey God in every day life was enough for me.

Allow me to share this principle God has been working in me for years, and it’s about the cost of being a disciple.  Luke 14:[25] Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: [26] "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. [27] And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. [28] "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? [29] For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, [30] saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' [31] "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? [32] If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. [33] In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. [34] "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? [35] It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." [NIV]

For years, I left out verses 25-27, 33-35, but God has taught me that I needed to include the whole passage of scripture to get the FULL effect.  I didn’t understand it then, but I appreciate it now.  It didn’t feel good going through the experiences of having to choose God and His principles over family and friends, but I’d do it all over again, because the FRUIT that has come from just standing on the Word and His principles far outweighs anything man can do.

Personal Testimony:  I was slightly misguided about what serving in full-time ministry was.  I knew God asked me to come off my job that I was to do full-time ministry and work part-time.  I had it worked out in my mind one way, but God allowed me to live an entirely different way than what I had envisioned.  He taught me that being in full-time ministry is being a full-time Christian [private and public], being who He created and called me to be, that is serve Him and whoever He places in my life to serve, and to do it however He leads.  He serves decent and in order.  I am glad I followed Him in spite of, because through my following Him although slightly misguided, He began to make it very plain why I needed to come home.  I did hear correctly about coming off the job, Thank the Lord!

Like so many people/families, we, too, were trying to achieve the ‘American Dream’ the world’s way, but at what cost.  My marriage was falling apart and had been for years; my children were having problems; we were in debt; and we were all just too busy to take care of the simple details of truly caring for and about one another.  We felt ‘things’ would replace the ‘human factor of love.’  But I thank God for Jesus.  I thank God for knowing and seeing my heart.  I was doing all that I knew to do to serve Him as honestly and truthfully as I could in spite of the busy life.

God in His sovereignty sent me an outstanding support system that held me accountable and responsible for being a Christian first and then to serve as a minister.  They looked past my pain, the emotional mess I was in and saw my genuine love for God, my genuine love for God. They were willing to work me through my pain and emotions and until I was able to break through the very wall that kept blocking me from the FULL life that God had waiting for me.  Our FULL life may not look like someone else’s full life.  I’m turning over a very new chapter in my life, and it feels pretty good.

I have endured quite a bit these past 6+ years.  I had time to work on my marriage; we moved three times; sold one house and had another one built; people have come in and out of my personal and ministry life; self published my first book; my youngest daughter was diagnosed with Autism; and God took care of us especially ME; not Word of Life Fellowship Ministries, Inc., God.  I used to think people should give into this ministry because it is a real and truthful ministry and many times I was angry because they didn’t, but God has taught me that He will keep that which He has birth.  I also had to learn that WLFM, Inc. is a portable ministry which means wherever I am, it is there.  God ordained me to be a pastor, as He told me then, because I have a pastor’s heart.  I used to feel so awkward not having a stand alone building, but God had to show me that He is God and He has proved to me that this is what He called me to do although different [non-traditional].  God has taught me that I am no more than this ministry because this ministry is my life being lived everyday; the good, the bad and the ugly.  We must be tested in life.  How else can we have a testimony?  We are promoted in school from grade to grade because we were able to pass the necessary tests, right?  How else can we truly know what God can do unless there are tests?  Where do you think the school got the model from?  The Bible!

I am a living witness that if we walk in faith live in faith walk in obedience live in obedience, there is no telling where we will end up in life, but you can rest assured that God has everything under His control.  He will hold back the enemy from destroying you.  He will allow you to make so, so many wrongs right.  Until this chapter was turned in my life, I had no idea how much fruit there was.  Ministry starts at home and God re-directed my steps to go home so I could build a solid foundation to stand on His promises for my life.  This didn’t mean everything was going to work out the way ‘I’ thought, but it would work out the way that would bring glory and honor to Him, and isn’t that the reason we are being and living a Christian life?  Isn’t it all about HIM, for His Name sake?  So others can be won into the kingdom of God?  I so look forward to returning to the workforce, to use the gifts and skills He has given me, because I know this time that it will be TRULY for HIS purpose!  Woohoo!  I simply need to BE a believer, a Christian, not talk it, but live it and have fun along the way!

Finally, in Saul/Paul’s life, God used his religious training, but also his tentmaking trade in many ways: one, Paul was able to identify and minister to the Gentiles on their level and to the Jews/Greeks on their level.  In this Paul was able to be abased and abound.  He knew both sides of the fence so to speak.  He learned to balance the two.  He was effective in both, and he wasn’t ashamed of neither.  Paul counted himself as the least of the apostles.  Paul was just grateful that God wanted to use him and his life, because he knew he should have been cut off, because he persecuted the people of God.  Instead, God changed his life, converted him from Saul to Paul [positional sanctification], called him to minister the Gospel of Jesus Christ to teach and preach to the very ones he used to persecute and oh so many others in leadership!  He humbled himself and was even willing to work to pay for his share in ministry when he could because he didn’t want to be a burden on the young churches. Your entire life counts and God can use it all!  Humble yourself under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in due time for HIS purpose.

God bless you all until the next time,

Pastor Andra  

