After Lent, Then What? - March 9, 2011

Greetings!

I have read through numerous websites looking to learn more perspectives of what the Lent Season is.  Most perspectives are similar in nature; doing a nice deed for someone else, giving up something, donating to charities, etc.  However, there are some who take it a step farther than 40 days of reflection leading up to Easter Sunday.  For my many years of being a Christian I do not remember ever going to church for an Ash Wednesday Service to get an ‘ash cross’ marked on my forehead, but I have seen many who have.  The principle for celebrating Lent is commendable.  I even think introducing a newcomer to the concept is admirable.  I worry about what happens to people when the Lent Season is over though.  Many say the 40 days is suppose to be symbolic of the 40 days Jesus endured temptation in the wilderness, but also the ministry life of Jesus leading up to His passion to die on the cross for a sinful us, a sinful world, and more importantly celebrating Jesus being raised from the grave that wondrous Sunday morning.  Hallelujah!

Well, I want to share briefly a few points I would like to see every Christian reflect on during this Lent Season:

There was purpose Jesus was led to the wilderness for 40 days and nights and being tempted of the devil.

1) Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungered. And when the tempter came to him, he said….[Matt. 4:1-3, KJV] 

2)  And immediately the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness. And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him. [Mark 1:12-13, KJV]
3)  And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered. And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread. [Luke 4:1-3, KJV].

Jesus’ ministry is noted as starting after his wilderness experience and lasting approximately three years.

1)  Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him. Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee; And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali: That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying. THE LAND OF ZEBULUN, AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES; THE PEOPLE WHICH SAT IN DARKNESS SAW GREAT LIGHT; AND TO THEM WHICH SAT IN THE REGION AND SHADOW OF DEATH LIGHT IS SPRUNG UP.  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heave is at hand. [Matt. 4:11-17, KJV]
2)  Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent  ye, and believe the gospel. [Mark 1:14-15, KJV]

3)  And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season. And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee and there went out a fame of him through all the region round about. And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. [Luke 4:13-15, KJV]
Jesus took on our sins in the garden of Gethsemane.  As noted when you read Matthew 26:36-39, the King James Study Bible states that ‘ Gethesemane means “Olive Press” and was a lush garden east of the city near the slopes of the Mount of Olives. Jesus often resorted there for peace and quiet. He took the same inner circle as at the Transfiguration (Peter, James, and John) further into the garden. My soul is exceeding sorrowful is found in the Greek Septuagint version of Psalm 43:5.  The prayer for the cup to pass is not due to Jesus’ fear of death. Jesus questions the will of the Father as to the necessity of drinking the cup.  While this may refer to death (“he tasted death”) it is more likely that the cup represents the wrath of God against sin, the divine wrath Christ would incur on the cross as man’s sin-bearer. In the awful anguish of that moment, the sin of the world was poured on Christ and He became “sin for us” (2 Cor. 5:21). Thus, the Righteous One dies a substitutionary death for guilty mankind.’
In short, of those three points shared, there are lessons for us to learn and a life to imitate after Lent Season is over.  1) If Jesus was led or drove into His wilderness for purpose, so will we experience wildernesses in our lives for purpose.  2) If Jesus was thrust into an earthly ministry, so will we be thrust into an earthly ministry for the fact we have accepted Him as Savior and Lord over our lives.  3) If Jesus was accountable to God and took the responsibility for our sins, the sins of the world, so we must be accountable to Him and responsible for the sins we commit knowing that He is just to forgive us our sins.

Matthew 4:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; and Luke 3:21-22 all describe Jesus being baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan River, being filled with the Holy Ghost and a voice from heaven saying how well pleased He is with His beloved Son.  

This is how it is supposed to be, but because we are all at different places in our lives, God with His graciousness works with us wherever we are in our lives.  Glory Hallelujah!  Now, why can’t we?

God settled any and all disputes we human beings had once and for all through Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ was and continues to be the human example, the Son of God as well as our heavenly passport and the present help of the Holy Spirit was made available for us to ensure we got our passport in hand to make it to heaven.  No man can take credit about God at anytime regardless of how much we know and regardless of how much He reveals to us.  We need Him; always have, always will.  Jesus laid down His life for us.  It was not taken away from Him.  We have, sadly to say, allowed the devil to feed us a bunch of lies for thousands of years to keep us fighting amongst ourselves while he takes more and more people to hell.  Do you think God is pleased about that?  I do not think so.  

So, my encouragement and advice to every Christian during this Lent Season is to take, every day of this 40 days, to refocus our commitment and dedication to God through really believing what we preach and teach, and then walk it out for real so that we can reverse these curses we have allowed the enemy to feed us.  Jesus remains the Only Perfect example. Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his harvest. [Luke 10:2, KJV]. We can do this and we can live this with His Help!  After Lent, then what? Will we continue or we will go back to what we were doing before Lent?

May God continue to bless each of us in Jesus mighty name.

Until next time,

Pastor Andra

