Be Loyal to Jesus! – August 3, 2010

Luke 14:25-35 is where Jesus speaks on counting the cost or the cost of discipleship.   Verses 28-32 is a principle that many of us use for budgeting our income or planning our finances and we should especially as believers.  God has a special purpose for why He wants His children to live modestly as you will read in Verse 33.  And as with every end, there is a beginning!  Let’s begin!

And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned and said unto them, If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.  [Luke 14:25-27, KJV].

The King James Study Bible says “Jesus had gained a wide hearing.  Here was the temptation to water down the demands that discipleship entails.  Yet in the following verses Jesus clearly does just the opposite.  In comparison to one’s devotion to Christ, one’s family ties must be secondary. This does not set aside Jesus’ other teachings to love one’s enemies, to honor father and mother, and the like.  It does highlight that absolute loyalty to Christ is paramount, even though in many societies, including the one in which Jesus taught, as well as many today, following Him involves precisely the either-or that this verse sets up.”

Luke 14:33 says So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.

The King James Study Bible says “Forsaketh means literally “renounce” or “give up”.  Disciples must live in constant readiness to put their means at the disposal of the Lord’s ends.”

I know that was a lot to take in!  You may be thinking, “Jesus truly can’t want me to hate my mother, father, sister, child, and even myself to be his disciple or follow Him.”  I thought God was about love.  You throw your Bible to the side and perhaps said, ‘yeah, right?’  Or maybe you gently laid it down and said, ‘God I really don’t understand why you would ask something of me like that.  I don’t understand.  I just want to be saved and go to heaven.  What are you talking about here?’

Truthfully, many of us have been mimicking and patterning our lives from the snapshots of other people lives for years and have found ourselves in a mess rather than patiently waiting for God’s will in our lives.  We are so impatient and just find it so difficult to wait on God for almost anything. These behaviors are instigated by demonic oppressive spirits to distract us from the real blessings of God.  Believe me, I know it’s difficult to watch others steam pass you while traveling this road called life’s journey, but I encourage us as believers to remain on the straight and narrow path God has set for us.  Because many of us been living according to the secular world’s standards for so long, it’s difficult to change our way of thinking, doing and living the American Dream as have been advertised or presented to us BUT Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will [Romans 12:2].
We are simply charged to just do our part in serving God the best way we are led to do.  That’s the real quest here!  There’s a lot of preparation that involves the plan of God; hard years, lean years that we just don’t want to go through.  But, as believers, we cannot serve God and money.  We must serve God through Jesus Christ and be loyal to serving Jesus and ask Him how best to use the money He entrusts to us that will be pleasing to Him.  Live the life God has for you!  Live in what God wants you to live in!  Drive what God wants you to drive!  Wear what God wants you wear!  Sometimes we must step back in order to move forward!  Sometimes God has to tear down and uproot old ideals and plant new ones!

Just do your part!  Do what God is leading and calling you to do!  Establish your own personal relationship with Jesus; maintain that relationship with Jesus; and guard your heart with all diligence for out of it flows the issues of life at all cost so that you may do the will of God through the leading of the Holy Spirit!  Again, that’s the real quest! 

We oftentimes take ourselves way too serious.  We must remember that the message we carry is far more important than who we are.  God wants us to enjoy the benefits of serving Jesus and remain loyal to Jesus and have fun doing it!  And there is a way to have fun in God and not at the expense of hurting others like the devil tempts us with doing, but we must and should want to do it God’s Way!  His Way is Perfect!  Praise the Lord!

So, my encouragement to all of us is to please be loyal to Jesus, our Lord and our Savior!  He has the inside hook-up with God!  He is our mediator between us and God!  We are joint-heirs with Jesus!  We have the Holy Spirit living on the inside of us!  We’re already seating in heavenly places but don’t realize it!  Glory to God!  I’m getting excited here!

Take Home Message

Luke 2:52 says And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man [KJV].

The King James Study Bible says “The picture is one of consistent and well-rounded growth. There follows a gap of nearly two decades in Jesus’ life. When we see Him again He is prepared for the task set before Him.”  The Humanity of Christ: “Jesus was not only God; He was also fully Man.  As such He was subject to the same kind of limitations that all human beings experience.  Like any other child, He inherited the nature of His parents.  He possessed not only the divine nature of His Father, but also the human nature of His mother.  He was in every respect human except that He was without sin.  The term flesh emphasizes His humanity.  Illustration: The humanity of Christ is evident in the gospel accounts of His natural growth (v.52).  His becoming weary (John 4:6), and His supernatural powers as God to defeat him, but He responded as a Man dependent upon the Word of God for spiritual survival (Matt. 4:1-11; Heb. 4:15, 16).  Application: Jesus’ victory on that and other occasions reminds Christians that they have a Man in heaven as an understanding and approachable High Priest (Heb. 7:24, 25).”  Glory!  Hallelujah!
I pray God’s very best overshadow and overtake each of you in Jesus name, Amen!

Until the next time,

Pastor Andra
