Biblical Perspectives of a Relationship Between a Wife and a Husband – January 19, 2011

Praise the Lord!  Greetings!

God is very good!  This teaching was actually an article I submitted to the Sister Talk E- Magazine back in September 2010.  At the time, I had no idea I would have written a teaching on Sisters and Brothers, Take Your Original Place in the Lord, but God knew.  And this piece is still only a fraction of what God’s Word say to this matter.  Please do not take my word for it.  Read the Scriptures for yourself.  Take all of anything anybody say back to God and get His final word on it.  We do make mistakes.   The submitted article reads as follows:

You’ve heard the cliché, ‘consider the source.’ Lord, help me connect the dots for what I believe are biblical snapshots of God’s perspective of a relationship between a wife and a husband!

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and ….”  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and ….” [Gen. 1:26-28]. God formed the man from the dust of the ground [Gen. 2:7].  God said it was not good for man to be alone that he would make a suitable helper for him [Gen. 2:18].  God made a woman from a rib he had taken out of the man, and brought her to the man [Gen. 2:22].  The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man” [Gen. 2:23].  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. [Gen. 2:24].  Ah, it was the perfect marriage; the man and woman were created from the same spirit as equals, yet wired purposefully and distinctively differently—in general, the man as the logical thinker, the woman as an emotional feeler, one complementing the other, a balanced couple, ruling together.  This was the original biblical marriage foundation.

So what happened?  The fall, disobedience, is what happened!  The biblical marriage foundation had become flawed from God’s original creation for them. God’s punishment was [Gen. 3:14-19] specific to the serpent, the woman and the man. Gen. 3:14b-15a, You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers. Gen. 3:16b, “…Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” Gen. 3:17b-19, “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat… all the days of your life…will produce thorns and thistles for you, and…By sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground…and to dust you will return.”  The couple was evicted from their home (the garden) and the human race fell from the state of innocence into a condition characterized by sin.  Imagine a man and a woman meeting each other and getting married in this fallen condition. What do you think will happen to them and their union together in this fallen condition?

Nonetheless, ALL PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD; John 3:16 and Romans 5:8, respectively says For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  The process to change from the fallen condition starts with making a decision.  Don’t be conformed any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will [Romans 12:2].  If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved [Romans 10:9-10].  You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. [Romans 8:9]. You have now moved from positional sanctification to progressive sanctification [Phil. 1:6].

They know who they are because they know who they belong to. Although imperfect in their mortal body because of the fall, they choose to live life in and through the Spirit God that lives in them. Imagine a man and a woman individually working out their salvation with fear and trembling with the complete salvation package operating in their individual lives meet and decide to get married.  What do you think will happen to them and their marriage?

God inspired Paul, an unmarried man and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to write quite a bit on marriage. Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior [Eph. 5:22-23]. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless [Eph. 5:25-27]. This is truly spiritually discerned.

God inspired Peter, a married man and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to write on the behavior of wives and husbands. Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers [1 Peter 3:1-2, 7].  This is day-to-day, practical godly interactions.

There are always exceptions to the rule, but we’re speaking in general.  I believe it’s worth a shot to revisit these perspectives. We need revelation and understanding from God how to be in a right relationship with Him first, then He can teach us how to be in right relationships with others, and maybe we will understand ourselves better and realize we’re fighting curses rather than each other. “Consider the source!” Again, Don’t be conformed any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will [Romans 12:2].  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to.... [Rev. 2:29]  And all of God’s people said, Amen!

That was the extent of my article.  I am grateful that Minister Celeste E. Tolliver-Kelley, the Editor-in-Chief of Sister Talk E-Magazine, and Co-Founder of The SISTAHS Ministry out of Michigan, still publish my articles.  I respect Minister Celeste a lot.  I realize she knows and serves with many.  I am equally surprised too that she continues to publish my articles.  Let’s be honest, ya’ll, I can get kind of out there, and in your face.  But I am speaking from what I believe is God’s truth in His Word as best as He reveals it to me and as I grow in Him.  I don’t get it all right all the time, no one does.  As a matter of fact, I mess up a lot.  There are many who disagree with me, disagree with how I write and disagree with how I deliver.  I realize I can be hard and I am trying to soften it up as God softens me up.  When God reveals to me errors, I come back and share them as being slightly misguided.  I am trying to live a more balanced life, write more balanced, and teach more balanced.  It is a process.  God is not through with me yet.  Above all though I do have heart, passion for God, for His Word, for His truth, and that is what I hope and pray is conveyed in and through my writings, my teachings and in my company.

Got heart?  Got passion for God?  

God bless each of you in Jesus mighty name!  Until our next encouragement piece,

Pastor Andra  

