Brothers, Take Your Original Place in the Lord – January 11, 2011

Greetings in Jesus Name!

Brothers!  Brothers!  Brothers!  I thank God for the Brothers!  And I add, for you Brothers how are following Christ in spite of your imperfections, I ask you to reach out to the weaker and unbelieving Brothers.  Share your faith with them, share how you continue to strive to be all you can be in God; share where God has brought you from; share where God is leading you to; show forth God’s unconditional love towards them.  Brothers, take your original place in the Lord!
God’s Original Biblical Foundational Truth

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”  Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it.  They will be yours for food.  And to all the beast of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground—everything that has breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.”  And it was so.  God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.  And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day. [Genesis 1:26-31]

This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created.  The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.  Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed.  And the Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food.  In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.  And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”  The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him.” So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.  But for Adam no suitable helper was found.  So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. [Genesis 2:4, 7-9, 15-18, 20-25]
The Truthful Set-up, Shame & Blame
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made.  He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”  “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.  “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’”  When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.  She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”  He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”  The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” [Genesis 3:1-13]
Curses Handed Down

Genesis 3:[14-19] describes the specific curses to the serpent, the woman and the man. Gen. 3:14b-15a, You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers. Gen. 3:16b, “…Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”
Gen. 3:17b-19, “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat… all the days of your life…will produce thorns and thistles for you, and…By sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground…and to dust you will return.”
My Encouragement to the Brothers

Brothers, God’s original order was for you and the wife to rule together.  God explicitly formed you first without question.  God did not want you alone.  God created a suitable helper for you.  Make yourself accountable to God.  Take and embrace the responsibility God gave you at the beginning of creation.  Accept Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord over your life.  Ask God to fill you with the Holy Ghost/Spirit and with fire.  Be open to the Holy Spirit to lead, guide and teach you how to love your own wife according to knowledge.  I believe I speak for many women who are actually praying for you to assume your rightful position in God.  The act of disobedience (sin) in the garden opened the floodgate for every conceivable sin the enemy embodied.  Therefore, we have been operating under, in and through curses unaware.  You are not alone, Brothers.  We are in this together just as the man and his wife were in it together in the garden.  Many Sisters are working tirelessly and surrendering their will to God to break the curses.  In spite of, we got your back Brothers!  God built us that way…we have part of you in us!  And I add, for you Brothers who are following Christ in spite of your imperfections, again, reach out to your weaker and unbelieving Brothers.  Remember, such were some of you, but you have been washed and cleansed and given a new life, a new start.
My Prayer for the Brothers

Father, my prayer is simple for the Brothers.  Please raise up accountable, responsible God-fearing, wholehearted, committed men who will serve You and take every available opportunity to return to the order you have created for him so that our families can be whole again, and that they will be teachers who will pass this on to other men.  And I add, Father, please encourage those Brothers who are following you to reach out to the weaker and unbelieving Brothers, to be a Godly example, and show them they, too, can be better, committed, Godly men.  I pray this in Jesus mighty name.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

God bless each of you in Jesus mighty name!

Pastor Andra

P.S.: Brothers, here are a few biblical references God has for your guide:

The Book of Proverbs – [Instructions how to live life wisely and skillfully; wisdom and folly]
The Four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke & John) – [Jesus serving as an example]

The Acts of the Apostles – [How the New Testament Church Began]

Romans 10 – [Zeal, Righteousness by faith in Christ]
1 Corinthians 7 – [Problems of the married and the unmarried]

Ephesians 5-6 – [Imitators of Christ, Wives and Husbands, Children & Parents]
Colossians 3 – [Rules for Holy Living, Rules for Christian Households]

1 Thessalonians 4 – [Living to please God]

2 Thessalonians 3 – [Warning against Idleness]
Titus 2 – [Teaching Others]

The Book of James – [Practical Living]

1 Peter 3:1-7 – [Wives and Husbands]

