Count It All Joy! – May 10, 2011

Greeting Friends!

I am being led by the Holy Spirit and will have to detour again, from what I had originally planned to share.  Not knowing what to teach on but still seeking God what direction He was leading me.  In the meantime, I have been speaking with several people who told me they are holding on to God for dear life as He shake things up in their lives, including my own.  I am grateful to God for them, because they have just dug their heels in and said they are obeying God at all cost.  That is so encouraging to me!  That is exactly how I feel and what I believe, obeying God at all cost even when my world is being turned upside down!  For I know if it is happening, God is shaking some ‘stuff’ out of me so I can be repositioned to receive the ‘real’ blessings He has been storing up for me!  Glory to God!  So, this message may not be for everybody, but I pray you continue to read it anyway.

James 1:[1] James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings. [2] Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, [3] because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. [4] Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. [5] If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. [6] But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. [7] That man should not think h e will receive anything from the Lord;  [8] he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does. [NIV] 
The King James Study Bible states that James was a half brother of Jesus.  Like his brothers, he did not believe in Jesus as Lord until the end of Christ’s earthly ministry (John 7:1-5).  But after the resurrection of Jesus, James received a special post-resurrection appearance of Jesus (1 Cor. 15:7), he experienced Pentecost (Acts 1:14), and was a leader of the Jerusalem church throughout most of the history of Acts (15:13; 21:18).  

Further, the annotation of verses 2, 3 states ‘In this epistle on Christian living, James opens with a most crucial topic: the trials of life.  These verses describe the various testings—whether from the world and Satan, or from God—into which godly Christians fall. These “negative” experiences are to be accepted  with great joy, not for the sake of the trial itself but because of the positive work God can accomplish through the testing.  The KJV uses the words (temptation and trying) which are often regarded as virtually synonymous.  If this were true, then trials themselves would produce spiritual maturity.  But they do not.  Often, testings make Christians bitter instead of better, with no spiritual growth occurring.  The Greek word for “trying” (dokimion) might be better translated as “approving.”  It is not merely one’s presence in such trials but one’s victory over them that brings spiritual growth and maturity.  Those Christians who God can use the most are those whom God has bruised the most.

V.4: The natural response to adversity is to escape it.  But God uses trouble to mature His people.

V.5: This verse is not a blanket promise of wisdom for any situation. In the context  of life’s trials, it probably speaks of the believer being granted  (1) wisdom as to the reason for his trials and (2) wisdom to endure them.

I will not go any further in James at this point because the next verses speaks on the primary areas of our trials—finances.  That will be for another time. 

But what I believe God wants to share at this point is that ‘He does not want us to become bitter because of the trials we encounter in life.’  If we do what His word tells us in v.5 on a consistent basis, diligently, asking for wisdom, maybe, just maybe we can going through our trials better and endure better.  Friends, if we can GET this principle down, I believe many of us will be delivered and the healing process can begin right now. 

For me, I was such a ‘HOT MESS’ and truthfully, most people thought my stuff was so bad and depressing they could not do me.  So God separated me and God placed an entirely different strong support system in my life.  He gave me all types of solid biblical tools tailor made for me to use and He made it clear to keep His Word, the Holy Bible, as my primary guide.  And let me tell you, God has been breaking pride, self-righteousness, legalism, and every imaginable stronghold one can imagine off me and as soon as I think I’m okay, God shows me another form of pride, self-righteousness, and so on.  My point is this, God has taught me that at NO TIME do I ever ‘have it’ or ‘got it’ like I think, but I am to acknowledge Him in all my ways and He will direct my paths.  So yes, I have matured spiritually, but it has been as the Word stated above, because I surrendered my will and as a result victory has been obtained in areas I had no idea I needed victory in…and that’s when growth take place in and through our victories.  I am confident that as each of you surrender your will to God and use these trials as stepping stones to gain victory, spiritual maturity will come forth as I am seeing in many lives God has sent my way in His name. 

Before I end, God also wanted us to be reminded of what He spoke in Nehemiah 8:[8] They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people could understand what was being read. [9] Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, “This day is sacred to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law. [10] Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is sacred to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”  [NIV] 

The KJSB further states that ‘Ezra accomplished the spiritual establishment of the new community, whereas Nehemiah succeeded in giving it physical stability. When he was in the high position of cupbearer to the king, he learned that the community in Judah was “in great affliction and reproach” (1:3). Thus he succeeded in having himself appointed governor in Judah with authority and resources to rebuild the city walls. He was a man of skill and daring.  He first surveyed the walls at night, to avoid detection by those who might oppose the work.  Then he assembled a labor force and, dividing the walls into sections, he supervised the building process.  The project was completed in the remarkably short time of 52 days.  During this endeavor he faced determined opposition: mockery (2:19;4:1-3); armed raids (4:7-12); a ruse to draw him outside the city, without doubt to murder him (6:1-4); blackmail (6:5-9); and finally a prophet hired to foretell his death.  In every case he met the challenge with courage, wisdom, and an invincible determination to complete the task for which God had called him.  Nehemiah’s success was assured because he kept praying “O, God, strengthen my hands” (6:9).’

Friends, tell me, to be a sold out believer, Christian, takes guts, gall, and a I won’t come down off the wall attitude towards the call, the purpose, but the ‘I will complete the call or assignment God has for me.’  Don’t get me started here!!!!  God is speaking to some people!  Instead of being haughty and puffed up with pride in high positions of authority in the secular world or in the ministry, we should be using these positions to work the work God has called for us just as Nehemiah did.  He kept his joy in the Lord! and it strengthened him to complete the task God had called him to do in spite of the attacks, because Nehemiah was not a show off even with the high position he had.  He humbled himself and proceeded as God instructed.  Glory to God!  The Spirit of God is speaking strongly here!  Please hear with a spiritual ear!

Last, as Christians, believers we still have an obligation to do good to all people regardless of what is being done to us, regardless of the trials and temptations that come our way and until we get to this point, we will remain bitter, angry people forfeiting our right to our true inheritance in God.  This does not mean be a doormat either.  We have rights in Jesus Christ!  Read the Word of God to find out what our rights are!  We can learn to walk in the joy of the Lord! and that is where we will find our strength in Him to endure with wisdom in and through our trials!

Galatians 6:[1] Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. [2] Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. [3] If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. [4] Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody else,  [5] for each one should carry his own load. [6] Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor. [7] Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. [8] The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who shows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. [9] Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. [10] Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 
I thank God for what He is doing in my life.  I thank God for Nehemiah being a great example of how to get the job accomplished quietly yet effectively and in record time.  This is a word for somebody!  Please catch it!  Cause I’m living it!  Rapid growth!

May God continue to bless each of you in Jesus mighty name!

I love you all!  Until next time!

Pastor Andra 

