Displaced Anger – February 22, 2011

Greetings!

Displaced anger is shifting the blame of a strong feeling of displeasure from the original concern, issue, or question of a person or people to another concern, issue, or question of a person or people.  Many of us fall prey to this vicious cycle.  Where did it start?  How did it start?  What can we do about it?  Where is God in all of this?

My Encouragement

There is good news for anyone who finds himself or herself operating in displaced anger.  Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. [Hebrews 4:14-16, KJV]. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. [1 John 1:9-10; 2:1-2, KJV] Amen!  Amen!  Amen!

Where Did it Start? - Original Biblical Foundation
It started in the Garden of Eden. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Has thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. [Genesis 3:11-13, KJV]
The King James Study Bible states that ‘Adam blamed the woman and God, since God was the one who brought her to Adam in 2:22. Eve was beguiled as 1 Timothy 2:14 confirms (cf. 2 Cor. 11:3). But she did not take responsibility for eating, either. Blame-shifting is another evasive tactic employed by fallen man.’

How Did it Start? 

The man shifted the blame to the woman and the woman shifted the blame to the serpent.  Neither took responsibility for their action, which meant both chose not to be accountable to the command of God.  God confronted the man and then the woman.  Both of their responses were immature, like children pointing the finger at the other for getting into trouble.  The man took it a step further.  He made it clear to God that God was the One who gave him the woman.  He was angry with God also.  

What Can We Do About It?

When we do not acknowledge the real issues we are having when our life is not turning out the way we want it to or expect it to and then pass the blame on to the person or people involved, this is displaced anger.  We blame God unaware also.  We need to ask God to help us get to the root of the issues.  God gave us the precious gift of free will choice.  Oftentimes our choices lead us away from God rather than to God.  The real culprit is the devil.  The devil operates through deceptive tricks and schemes to steal, kill, and destroy [John 10:10a, paraphrased]. The devil subtly made the woman doubt God’s command by appealing to her natural woman: lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life.  The devil used the woman, his wife, his love to get to the man.  The devil continues to appeal to us in the same way today and through those we love.  God’s Word reveals the truth of the devil.  The truth of God’s Word will show up a lie and darkness every time.  God provide other reading tools written by spirit-filled men and women to help us customize our unique walk with Him.  Just ensure these reading tools take us back to God’s Word and help us bring honor and glory to God with our life. 

Where is God in All of This?

I contemplated whether to share this last piece of teaching because of its length.  I could have simply stated where the scripture could be found rather than write the scriptures, but oh well!  Where is God in all of this?  God is where He has always been, being faithful, being patient, extending His grace and mercy to a disobedient people; and providing instructions to help us get out of our messes.  Two things mentioned already will help us (1) take responsibility for our part only; and (2) be accountable to God for our part only.  Displaced anger started in the garden.  We can learn from this.  As a born again believer, we have a new life to live in Christ, and the ways of the believer are different from what it was before we became born again.  We can live a believer’s life.  It is a process though.  Sanctification is a process [Phil. 1:6].  If I had known being a born again believer was a journey process when I first started out, I would have not lost so much time getting stuck in stuff that really did not matter.  Where is God in all of this….read the following:  [Ephesians 4:20-27, 31-32; 5:1-2, 6-17, KJV]

But ye have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. Wherefore putting away lying, SPEAK EVERY MAN TRUTH WITH HIS NEIGHBOR: for we are members one of another. BE YE ANGRY, AND SIN NOT: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: Neither give place to the devil.  Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us as an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor. Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with them. For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of the light: (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret. But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doeth manifest is light. Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise but understanding what the will of the Lord is.   
The King James Study Bible states ‘To learn Christ means to learn Christian teaching. Christian doctrine has instructed the readers not to so live as do unbelievers described in 17-19. Christianity taught the addressees to (1) put off. . .the old man, to renounce their pre-conversion life and sins; (2) be renewed in. . .your mind, to be constantly changed, being brought more and more in line with God’s own viewpoint; and (3) put on the new man, that is, to assume a new nature (character) and conduct (life) at conversion. This section gives practical guidelines as to how “the old man” (v. 22) can be laid aside and how “the new man” (v. 24) can be assumed in daily living. The passage specifies five sins to be discarded, the virtues that are to replace them, and the motive for such an exchange: [of which I will only share three] (1) Lying is to be replaced by truth-telling, since Christians are fellow members (v. 25). (2) Sinful anger is to be replaced by (briefly held) righteous indignation, that the Devil may not be given opportunity (vv. 26-27). (5) Resentment and wrath are to give way to kindness and forgiveness, since God has forgiven us (vv. 31, 32). Darkness indicates that the readers used to be spiritually unenlightened, and accompanying this ignorance was immorality with its reluctant guild and misery. Light denotes that the recipients are now to be religiously informed. Their knowledge of the truth is attended by moral purity and happiness. Because of constant temptations and solicitations to evil, believers must always be proving or discerning what is and what is not acceptable unto the Lord.  Reprove is better translated “expose.” The believer’s duty is expressed here in two ways. Negatively, he is not to have any fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, that is, not to indulge in the sins of the unsaved.  Positively, he is to “expose” (reprove) these sins, that is, bring them to light and show them for what they really are, so that the unbeliever may see the hideous nature and their terrible consequences. For tells why the  Christian must expose the sins of the lost. If it is shameful even to discuss their iniquities in decent company (cf. v. 3), how much the worse is the committing of these sins.  Hence, the need to bring them to light. This verse may be paraphrased: “All sins that are exposed are made visible by the gospel, for whatever sin is made visible becomes light.” Since exposing sin is beneficial, God invites the unbeliever (thou that sleepest) to turn from his sin (arise from the dead), with the promise that he will be granted the spiritual enlightenment and help needed (Christ shall give thee light). See then that ye walk circumspectly means “therefore watch carefully how you live.” Redeeming the time (or, “making the most of every opportunity”): Contextually, the specific opportunity in view is that of exposing the sins of the lost and being a witness to them. Because the days are evil assigns a reason to seize each opportunity.  It is because the sins being committed during these days are so evil.  Wherefore looks back to the evil days of verse 16. Since the current age is so perilous morally, Christians must clearly understand what the will of the Lord is.’
I pray God continues to bless each one of you in Jesus mighty name!

Until the next time, peace!

Pastor Andra
