Freedom in Christ  – November 17, 2010

Greetings,

I thank God in all things!  He continues to be faithful in our lives!  There is always something new to learn in Him!  I love it!

Personal Testimony:  I was chatting with my oldest daughter late one night.  She was describing to me what God was showing her as we chatted.  She said she saw herself walking along the way and Jesus walking alongside her.  She was throwing burdens to Him and He was throwing burdens to her.  She said they were exchanging burdens back and forth, and she asked Him what did that mean.  He told her that He shares in her sufferings and that she shares in His sufferings.  That when she hurts, He hurts too.  They share in the hurt.  I must say at that point, I was deeply touched.  God always has a way to bring more light to His Word.  It was a lovely and gentle reminder that we are never alone no matter how we feel during times of persecution, suffering and the like.  Even doing what is right in Him, He still suffers with us because we are joint-heirs with Him.  She said she never looked at it quite that way before and to see it with that kind of clarity was blowing her away.  She continued to say that He said that every person has to carry his own burdens, but we must also help other people carry their burdens.  She exclaimed, “Really God?!  Really?!”  

Friends, you have to know my daughter.  She is very comical, but very serious!  I laughed quietly.  I asked her did she want me to explain, and she said yes.  I told her what she was seeing was true and very scriptural, Galatians 6 to be exact.  I told her God was connecting the dots for her, making it plain.  God was showing her in the spirit realm how that principle of sharing burdens, sharing hurt was walked out in her every day life.  I told her the Word of God was coming alive in her to the point she was walking Word without realizing it, and that it is good to know the principles we are walking out because after all we are written epistles read by men, a light to the world as Christ followers.  I told her that particular revelation was a good example of how many of us have missed the connection between the Bible, and applying it in real life, every day.  Without those kinds of revelations and someone to confirm it with His Word, we think the Bible is not relevant to our lives.  God gives us revelations of His Word in order to understand it, and that should encourage us to put the time in.  It is necessary to surrender to Him in order to gain more of Him.  There is safety in surrendering to Him versus doing it our own way.  She exclaimed, “Mom, people think I’m crazy!”  I told her I did not think she was crazy because I was living a surrendered life too, and anyone else living a surrendered life would not think she was crazy.  God works in our lives according to our circumstances and situations, but the principles are still the same.  She said, “I’m going through a lot but I’m being set free at the same time.”  Hallelujah!

My big baby has been a Christ follower for some years now.  I must say, I do not enjoy seeing her go through the sufferings in her life.  Nevertheless, she is learning how to surrender her will to God, and there is no greater joy than to see her blossom in God on this level and at such a rapid pace.  That blesses and encourages me as a godly mother and a minister of the gospel.  The devil tried to kill our mother-daughter relationship from the beginning, BUT GOD!  God is a God of restoration.  Our relationship was so badly broken I just did not know, but it was my heart’s desire to have my daughter to see me as the true mother I have always been and that I loved her very much, BUT GOD!  It is new for me.  It is new for her.  We both do not want to go the left or the right, but just stay focused on God’s leading in every area of our lives.  Christian living is very exciting!  There is so much freedom in Christ!

Biblical Reference:  In the KJ Study Bible, the subtopic heading for Galatians 6:1-10 is called Applications of new principles.  It reads:  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.  Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.  But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.  For every man shall bear his own burden.  Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to this flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.  As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.  Amen!  Praise the Lord!

Important History:  The KJ Study Bible states that Apostle Paul wrote this epistle or letter addressed “unto the churches of Galatia” (1:2) called Galatians.  Paul had led the Galatians to Christ (3:1).  They had made a good start in the Christian life (3:3) and were doing well spiritually (5:7).  Later some Jewish teachers (called Judaziers) taught the Galatians that to be saved one must not only believe in Christ, but must also obey the Mosaic Law, the sign of which is circumcision.  In preaching this heresy, they also attacked Paul’s apostleship and gospel.  Their false gospel had a detrimental effect on the Galatians: it was beginning to hinder their obedience to God (5:7), they were starting to observe some parts of the law (4:10), and they were considering a complete acceptance of the law (1:6, 4:9).  Paul seeks to expose the error of the Judaizers’ gospel and their impure motives (6:12, 13).  His ultimate goal is to prevent the readers from embracing a false gospel and to encourage them to retain their spiritual freedom in Christ (5:1).  The apostle does not want his dear converts to be tied up with all the now abolished rules and regulations of the Mosaic Law, which will lead them into legalism.  The central feature of this letter (Galatians) is justification by God’s grace through faith.  In chapters 1 and 2 Paul defends his gospel, arguing that it is the true message of salvation since he received it directly from Christ.  Then in chapters 3 and 4 he defines exactly what his gospel is:  man is justified (saved) not by keeping the law, but by God’s grace alone, that is, through his faith in Christ’s atoning death.  Last, in chapters 5 and 6 the apostle briefly applies his gospel to various areas of daily living.

Hallelujah!  Thank you, Jesus!  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith!

God bless each of you in Jesus mighty name!

Until the next time, 

Pastor Andra

