God Is Our Refuge and Strength – Thursday, August 25, 2011

My Friends, Praise the Name of God through His Beloved Son Jesus Christ!

God is Our Refuge and Strength encouragement piece is by way of a young female minister whom God blessed me to mentor, and by the way, she lives on the East Coast.  To date, Hurricane Irene will be pounding the East Coast in a couple of days from the publishing of this teaching.  In her daily Bible reading, she found herself reading Psalms 46.  She shared this with me through text along with a few others.  Just a couple days prior, a 5.8 earthquake shook Mineral, VA and several states as we all have seen on television.  She experienced the earthquake also.  God is our refuge and strength, my friends!  God is our refuge and strength!

The King James Study Bible (KJSB) states the purpose of the Psalms is ‘to thank and praise the Lord God of Israel per David to the Levites.  In addition, the Book of Psalms is a record of petitions (or laments), thanksgiving, and praise to God by His people. As such, it has brought comfort, encouragement, and blessing to God’s people throughout the ages.  Every human emotion is covered in these hymns of aspiration to God.’ 

Of note, the Book of Psalms is arranged in five books.  Psalms 46 is classified among the ‘Songs of Zion which extol Zion, or Jerusalem, for its exalted roles as the abode of God’s glory and as the religious and political capital of the nation according to the KJSB history.’
My friends, I am hearing something significant here though, ‘God’s people’ and more importantly ‘where His people are strategically located’.  We will try to rightly divide the Word of Truth here as quickly and best as we can as stated in 2 Timothy 2:15b.  Acts 10:34-35 says Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter [impartial] of persons: But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.  This is the instance where God directed Peter to preach to Cornelius and his household whom Peter thought was not privy to salvation.  Again, that is what Peter thought in his own mind at that time, and because of Peter’s obedience, God opened Peter’s mind up to a newness he had never known.  But when we look at salvation as a whole, God sent Jesus to die on the Cross for EVERY ONE.  We must keep in mind, Jesus is alive and sitteth on the right hand of God.  Jesus rose from the grave with all power in His Hands.  Jesus is alive!  Thus, everyone who accepts Jesus as Savior and Lord is one of His, God’s people.  Therefore, as the Church, the Body of Believers grow, that means people are being added to God’s family, kingdom, thus belonging to God through acceptance of Jesus Christ.  The key is for Believer’s is to not look down on those who are not yet saved, because 1 Corinthians 6:11 clearly says such were some of us [meaning wretches undone], but we have been washed and sanctified and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Hallelujah!  Thank you Jesus!  Unbelievers deserve the same opportunity to receive Jesus just as God gave us!  Glory to God!  We serve a mighty, awesome and strong God who happens to be in complete control of EVERY THING!  There is the prince of the air…we may sometimes forget about…Satan.  But again, we serve a mighty, awesome and strong God who happens to be in complete control of EVERY THING!

Therefore, every believer in the Body of Christ aim should be trying to UNIFY the Body of Christ more and more and more…as stated in Ephesians 4 in its entirety.  And until we, the Body of Believers get this, the Body will continue to be fragmented, winning less and less souls to the Body than what God desires.  The Body of Christ begins and ends with individual believers who have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  The Body of Christ rests and resides in and with the number of committed believers in God.  Jesus clearly makes many declarations in His Sermon on the Mount called the Beatitudes, Matthew 5.  Specifically of note, Matthew 5:[43]Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. [44] But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; [45] That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. [46] For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? [47] And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? [48] Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.
God is saying He wants us to mature in Him to a point that we will not be moved by what our enemies say or do unto us; not be a doormat, but rather to show them the doorway as to why we are able to withstand their persecution.  Glory to God!  I hope someone caught that!  I just did!  Hallelujah!

Therefore, my request to my fellow Brothers and Sisters in Christ, is this:  Believers will be protected one way or another.  That means if life is lost for the believer, they will be with the Lord.  If the believer is spared, that means there is more work yet to be done for God’s glory and honor.  In that same vein, God will provide protection, coverage, refuge for those connected to the believers.  This is not to be taken with pride and haughtiness by the believer, but rather in thanksgiving and praise to God.  As believers, we cover many, many people in our lives because of our relationship with God through His Son Jesus Christ, but we should walk this out in the deepest humility recognizing we have favor with God and thus God has given us favor amongst men (Luke 2:52).

Thus, in closing, my prayer for those of you on the East Coast is that God be a protection for my Brothers and Sisters in Christ, but also to ALL and especially for those who do not know Jesus as their Savior and Lord.  I am a firm believer that as long as you have breath in your body, there is always time to accept Jesus.  Think of the thief that hung next to Jesus.  Still my prayer is that you do not wait to the last minute, because Satan my have such a hold on you that you do not want to give up this world systems way forfeiting eternal life with Jesus.  There is a whole new life of sanctification to live after receiving salvation in this lifetime before going to glory!  Try that route instead so that you can really experience God while you are still here!  Please read Psalms 46.  It is so worth it!  God is our refuge and strength!  God is our refuge and strength!  Go and do as God leads you all to safety in Jesus mighty name!  Just do what GOD says do!  Some of you must evacuate.  Some of you may not have to evacuate.  Just do what GOD says do!  And remember, God is our refuge and strength!  Watch as well as pray!  I pray you are encouraged with these words…
I love you all in Jesus mighty name!  We are praying in Jesus mighty name!

Until next time, God bless, peace be and may God provide His Divine Protection…

Pastor Andra

Psalms 46:

[1] God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

[2] Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 

[3] Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. 

[4] There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High. 

[5] God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right early. 

[6] The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth melted. 

[7] The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. 

[8] Come, behold the works of the LORD, what desolations he hath made in the earth. 

[9] He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire. 

[10] Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. 

[11] The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.

