I Didn’t Sign Up For This! – February 16, 2011

Greetings!

The beginning of the word of the Lord by Hosea. And the Lord said to Hosea, “To, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and children of whoredoms: for the land hath committed great whoredom, departing from the Lord. So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim; which conceived, and bare him a son. [Hosea 1:2-3, KJV]

The King James Study Bible states that ‘in all probability Gomer was morally pure prior to her marriage to Hosea, but subsequently became discontented and went into harlotry, from which Hosea by his love reclaimed her.’
I have heard countless stories where spouses have said the person they dated was not the person they married.  In fact, they stated that their spouse had significantly changed on them after getting married.  And the changes I am referring to overall certainly did not seem to be good changes in the eyes of the other spouse.  This is what happened in Hosea’s marriage.  Hosea was already a man of God.  Gomer apparently already had a reputation for being a party girl.  It seems as though she had some decency about herself and was taught good morals because they mentioned her father.  You know how it is.  In front of our parents we act ‘all goody too shoes’ but behind their back ‘we paint the town orange, red, purple and green.’  What I love about God is that God told Hosea from the door what Gomer was going to be like when they got married.  Hosea probably did not give much thought to it.  After all Hosea probably thought, God would not give him somebody that would hurt him, because God is about love.  Right?!  Oh well!   

Say ye unto your brethren, Ammi; and to your sisters, Ruhamah. Plead with your mother, plead: for she is not my wife, neither am I her husband: let her therefore put away her whoredome out of her sight, and her adulteries from between her breasts; Lest I strip her naked, and set her as in the day that she was born, and make her as a wilderness, and set her like a dry land, and slay her with thirst. And I will not have mercy upon her children; for they be the children of whoredoms. For their mother hath played the harlot: she that conceived them hath done shamefully: for she said, I will go after my lovers, that give me my bread and my water, my wool and my flax, mine oil and my drink. [Hosea 2:2-5, KJV]

The King James Study Bible states that ‘Plead with your mother: The Hebrew text begins chapter 2 with what is in 1:10 in the English text. The prophet uses his personal domestic tragedy as a means of addressing not only his own children (and through them their physical mother), but also the believing remnant, who in turn are to plead with their mother (the nation Israel) to return to God.’  

Help me Jesus!  Hosea had feelings and showed some emotions.  Hosea’s prophetic ministry and marriage to Gomer was a direct correlation to how Israel treated God.  God is Holy, and Israel needed a committed relationship to God to become holy.  Like so for us, God is still a Holy God and we need a committed relationship to God to become holy people.  God asked Hosea to marry Gomer as he served in his prophetic ministry.  God did not tell Hosea to stop serving in his prophetic ministry because his wife decided to commit adultery with many lovers.  Sure, it was shameful to Gomer and the family for her lifestyle choice, but God designed Hosea’s life especially his marriage, as transparent as it was, to be an example to his nation Israel, and ultimately for us today.  Some may say Hosea was too transparent, but it was God’s will for him to be that transparent.  God still had a remnant of people who believed in Him.  Who are we to undermine the path and choices that God has planned for some people?  God has called many ministers to be a Hosea, men and women.  And if God told you to be transparent as an example to a group of people for His sake, I encourage you to obey God rather than man.  There is still a remnant of people today who believe in God and want to obey Him.  There are countless people who say daily—I didn’t sign up for this!  We have been living in the last days for a long, long time, and although we see a big falling away from the faith, there still will be an even greater harvest into God’s kingdom.  That is why the Hosea’s must be encouraged to do the will of God in spite of what the world system says and even Christendom herself.  The teachings of Apostle Paul and Peter in the New Testament regarding marriage is what we should strive to become, but if you are not there, you are not there.  Do not give up keep surrendering to God.  He will send the help you need or He will do it HIMSELF.  Do not ever count God out!  I do not care how bad it is.  Do not ever count God out!  Welcome Him in!

Finally, I have come to realize, “I didn’t sign up for this!” stems from our inability to see God’s perspective in our lives and in the situations that occur in our lives.  Salvation and marriage are so parallel to each other.  Neither is what we really expected it to be.  In both cases, we learn that we are very selfish people and that we really are not what we think we are.  Tribulations, hard times prove us out every time.  Tribulations, hard times show us what is inside of us.  We see one way and God sees another way. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts your thoughts. For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall go out with joy and be led with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. [Isaiah 55:8-12, KJV]

God shared so much with me in this passage.  I pray, and I mean I pray He will share even more with each of you.  God is decent and in order.  God is a balanced God.  God showed us in Hosea that He will go off the chart too!  Not just in Hosea’s case.  The Old Testament can teach us many things about God.  The bottom line is that God always show His Love for a very disobedient people that He chose Himself.  I hope somebody caught that.   God has a remnant out here that believe in Him and that desire to obey Him.  Again, I encourage each of you not to allow the enemy to hold you back any longer from what God is calling you to do FOR HIS NAME SAKE, not yours, FOR HIS NAME SAKE.  And when we do anything for God, it will seem strange, but as long as we do it His Way, according to His Word and be led by His Spirit, we can never go wrong.  We will make mistakes but serving God is never wrong.  Perhaps, you did not sign up for this when you accepted Jesus as your Savior and Lord, but serving God ultimately means winning souls into the kingdom including your own.

Until next time, God bless and peace be!

Pastor Andra

