Lord, I Thank You – November 21, 2011

Greetings Friends,

Thanksgiving is upon us and Christmas is fast approaching.  Where did the time go?  We are about to close out 2011, a year of transition for all of us to some degree.  Lord, I thank you.  In spite of everything, we have so much to be thankful for.  Lord, I thank you.

Every single day of our lives, God blesses us.  Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our salvation. Selah. [Psalm 68:19].  We may not look blessed on the outside to some.  We may not feel blessed on the inside because of what we are going through.  But when we look at our lives in the scheme of things, through the eyes of God and according to God’s perfect will for our lives, God is good and His mercy endures forever. For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations. [Psalm 100:5].

My encouragement is merely to remind us of all the things we should be grateful to God for in spite of.  Many will be traveling to spend time with family and friends.  While many make this a yearly tradition, remember there are others who grieve and become depressed during these holiday seasons.  Still, there are those who will be starting new traditions and others are breaking old traditions.  Whatever the case may be, we still need to remember, we need to be thanking God for things being as well as they are and thank Him for just being God who blesses us daily in spite of what we do.

Last, Psalm 27 reads as follows:
[1] The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

[2] When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. 

[3] Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident. 

[4] One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple. 

[5] For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. 

[6] And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD.

[7] Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me. 

[8] When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek. 

[9] Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger: thou hast been my help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation. 

[10] When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up. 

[11] Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies. 

[12] Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out cruelty. 

[13] I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 

[14] Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.
Friends, God is worth it all.  He really is.  There is a reward in surrendering and obeying the truth of God’s Word, Will and Way.  And the most wonderful thing God enlightened me to is that He helps us in our infirmities so that we will be able to obey Him.  Now who would not serve a God like that?  God’s grace and mercy helps us to obey Him.  This is awesome, Friends.  Lord, I thank you.  I am so sorry it has taken me so long to learn key lessons, but nonetheless, Lord, I thank you.

Friends, I pray each of you have a blessed Thanksgiving 2011.  May it be the best and most memorable Thanksgiving ever.  Remember, we have so much to be thankful to God for.  Let us thank God.  Lord, I thank you.

Peace be unto you all and God bless until the next time.

Pastor Andra

