More Knowledge, More Power in God - March 3, 2011

Greetings!

Hear the word of the Lord, ye children of Israel: for the Lord hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the Land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood. Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein shall languish, with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea also shall be taken away. Yet let no man strive, nor reprove another: for thy people are as they that strive with the priest. Therefore shalt thou fall in the day, and the prophet also shall fall with thee in the night, and I will destroy thy mother. My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. As they were increased, so they sinned against me: therefore will I change their glory into shame. They eat up the sin of my people, and they set their heart on their inquity. [Hosea 4:1-8, KJV]. 
The King James Study Bible states that ‘ v. 6, The cause of man’s problem is lack of knowledge. It does not stem from a shortage of information, but rather from rejection of information. V. 8, They are the problem; that is, the priesthood. They have not helped the people face their sin and deal with it. Rather, they have gloried and taken pleasure in the sin of the people.’

Truthfully, I can stop right here, because God has spoken.  The wilderness experience for the children of Israel was for them to learn who God was on a more personal level.  God wanted them to become solely dependent upon Him.  They were impatient.  There actions clearly marked their independence of Him.  They rejected Him.  Even after entering the Promised Land, over time their behavior reverted back to those of their fathers as you read in Hosea and the other prophets.  God could have chosen any people, but He chose these people, a disobedient people on purpose and for purpose.  We should think about this.

It seems like God was really hard on the people in the Old Testament, and He was in many cases.  I thank God for the New Testament because God removed the priesthood as they knew it and as we read it and offered Himself in a human body, Jesus Christ.  God became the high priest for us through Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ became our mediator.  Jesus Christ advocates for us to the Father.  Jesus Christ did not fall into sin as the priesthood did in the Old Testament.  There was and is no sin in Jesus Christ.  God, through the humanity of Jesus Christ, was able to relate to us on a personal level, which showed His unconditional and perfect love for us.  It does not get any better than this.  

Further, But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. [Romans 5:8, KJV].
The King James Study Bible states that ‘Christ died for us: His death was vicarious. That is, He did not die merely for our benefit but in our place. His was a substitutionary sacrifice.’ ‘ One of the historic fundamentals of the faith is the vicarious Atonement, in which Christ died a substitute for sin.  Illustration: In the Old Testament, this was taught typologically by the offering of an animal sacrificed for sin, looking forward to that ultimate sacrifice for sin, Christ (cf. Gen. 22:8). In the New Testament, Christ is described as having died in the place of the Christian (v.8), of the church (Eph. 5:25), and of the world (Heb. 2:9). The concept of substitutionary death is illustrated by the offering of a ram in the place of Isaac (Gen. 22:13). Though Abraham was willing to offer his son as requested, God was prepared to accept a substitute that He provided.  Application: Because Jesus died for everyone, Christians should take the message of the gospel to “every creature” (Mark 16:15).’
The behaviors of the children of Israel are works of the flesh just as they are in us today.  We do not have to give in to the works of our flesh as the devil try to make us think.  This is why we have the Holy Spirit available for and to us.  Jesus Christ had to return to heaven so that He could send the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, to lead and guide us into all truth from the lies the devil paints and presents for and to us.  

Therefore, the encouragement I truly believe God wants us all to grasp in this teaching is many but a few in specific I believe is 1) to solidify in our inner being once and for all what we are going to believe about Him, God, that is, that the Holy Bible is the truth as it is written;  2) once that is solidified, I believe God wants us to solidify that we were created in Him, male and female; 3) once that is solidified, I believe God wants us to solidify that the fall of man in the garden opened up the floodgate to see evil, to know evil and to experience evil as we know it from the devil; 4) once that is solidified, I believe God wants us to embrace and accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord as and for the atonement of our sins; and 5) once that is solidified, I believe God wants us to allow the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us into all of His Truth, God’s Truth in how to live a sanctified live unto Him, which is also called progressive sanctification, a process, the good work that has been started in us after receiving salvation.  This is something unfortunately the children of Israel did not learn, but we can learn from them.

The closer my walk is with God, the more I realize I am not who I thought I was.  The knowledge of God’s truth in His Word is teaching me I was not identifying myself with Him as my Creator, but rather through my circumstances through my behaviors, consequently how I was made as a result of sin through the fall of man, but certainly not how I was created in Him.  God keep sending me back to the beginning of creation, the book of Genesis.  He keeps reminding me there is a difference between how we were created versus what we were made as a result of the fall.  

I believe that the fall of man and the woman in the garden interrupted their spiritual, physical and mental growth process.  They were obviously thrust into a world unprepared and different from how they were created and had been living. I do not know their ages at the time, but I do believe that once their eyes were opened, they wished they could take it back.  They probably had very little time to prepare before they were evicted from their home in the garden into an unfamiliar place to set up their new residence.  They were forewarned of the consequences of eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil but after it happened I still do not think they could fathom what their life would be like from that point on and definitely not how it would affect mankind as we know it today.  Are we really any different today from the children of Israel back then?  More knowledge, more power in God.  This is basic.  This is fundamental.  This is our created root.
God bless each of us in Jesus mighty name!

Until next time,

Pastor Andra

