Moved By Our Feelings or By the Truth of God’s Word – November 9, 2011
Greetings Friends,

This teaching, Moved by Our Feelings or By the Truth of God’s Word is very personal for me.  It has been on my heart for a long time, and I see it occurring in many people lives to this day.  I pray this teaching will take us to another level of faith and glory in God as we continue to seek Him with our whole heart.  God wants to bless us more than we can imagine, but the many abuses, bondages or strongholds still hold us back.  God’s blessings supersede a house, a car, a job, even a husband or a wife.  God is so much more than what we can see with the natural eye, and also beyond what He allows us to see spiritually, because we only can see in part, and we know in part.  Until we get to a point where we really want to get to know Him for Who He is, then and only then, will we see things that will blow our socks completely off!  It has to get personal for us.  We must desire, seek after, and pursue God consistently if we want that kind of relationship in God.  Otherwise, we will always be on the outside looking in or better yet be controlled more so by how we feel rather than by following the truth of God’s Word.

Growing up, I attended some form of the Baptist church: Southern, Missionary, Memorial, Freewill Baptist.  However, in our neighborhood, there was this ‘sanctified’ church.  My grandfather took my grandmother there one night.  Everybody got out of the car to go in.  I was scared so I stayed on the outside grounds stretching my neck to look through the front door.  The music was loud.  People were rolling on the floor, jumping around, and weird sounds were coming from their mouths.  I thought those people were crazy.  I thought to myself, I would never ever go to a church like this on my own.  It gave me the creeps even when I passed by it in broad daylight.  I had to have been around 10 years old at the time.  
Twenty-three years later, I was one of those people I said I never ever would become.  I would be crawling on the floor, slain in the spirit, jumping around, clapping my hands, or weird sounds coming from my mouth from speaking in tongues.  Oh! The Holy Spirit was moving!  I loved the beat of the music.  It so stirred up my flesh and spirit!  All the musician had to do was hit that bass guitar note one time!  It was on and popping for most of us!  By the time the preaching came forth, I was tired, but I listened just the same because I really did want to know God through His Word.  I would be on such a high after church service, but before I could get out the door good the enemy would be waiting to thump me upside the head, and there went my high and all the work I had put into it.  I would be mad!  How could I feel so good and move so freely during church service yet before I could get out the door good, I would be back to my old self so to speak.  Sister So N So would have looked at me cross-eyed and ticked me off.  You know that ain’t right!

This is my point.  God requires obedience to His Word over anything we feel and over any human we love.  It does not matter how many hours or days we spend in the household of faith.  It does not matter about the formalities we do during a church service.  It does not matter if we speak in tongues all day.  It does not matter if we lay hands on the sick and they recover.  At the end of it all, God requires and wants OBEDIENCE to His Word in and outside of the church building.  If ALL of what we are doing does not bring glory and honor to God, we are pleasing our flesh instead of God.  God gave us feelings on purpose and for purpose.  Nevertheless, if we need music to pump us up to feel good in God ALL the time, we are in deep trouble.  If we can ONLY do good and right in the household of faith, we are in deep trouble.  If things have to be GOOD ALL the time to praise and honor God, we are in deep trouble.  If we are STUCK IN CERTAIN TRADITIONS that prevent us from growing, loving and abiding in God, we are in deep trouble.  Again, God gave us feelings on purpose and for purpose, but we tend to take it to a level God never intended for it to be.  We oftentimes are entertaining to get a rise out of people rather than praising and worshiping God for who He really is even and especially operating in various gifts and offices in the Body.  In other words, whatever takes precedence over God, it has become our idol or our god.  It is so easy to fall into this trap when we get out of balance or operate more in our flesh rather than being led more by the Holy Spirit.  Abuses, strongholds, bondages can be the flesh motivator unaware.  Whatever is in us, will eventually come out of us, Friends.  God searches the deep parts and if we do not want to go deep, then we probably will not know God as well as we could.  We would get to heaven, but we probably would not enjoy nor appreciate our journey.  And as far as how we conduct ourselves in church services on average, I am not saying to stop attending church services.  I am saying we should search out truthfully the purpose we really are going for.  If it is just for a thrill, we have missed the point.  If we are going because we want someone to prophesy over our lives, and we have no intention of following up with God to see if this is God’s will for our lives, we have missed the point.  Deuteronomy 13:[1] If a prophet arises among you, or a dreamer of dreams, and gives you a sign or a wonder, [2] And the sign or the wonder he foretells to you comes to pass, and if he says, Let us go after other gods--gods you have not known--and let us serve them, [3] You shall not listen to the words of that prophet or to that dreamer of dreams. For the Lord your God is testing you to know whether you love the Lord your God with all your [mind and] heart and with your entire being. [4] You shall walk after the Lord your God and [reverently] fear Him, and keep His commandments and obey His voice, and you shall serve Him and cling to Him. [6] If your brother, the son of your mother, or your son or daughter, or the wife of your bosom, or your friend who is as your own life entices you secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods--gods you have not known, you nor your fathers, [7] Of the gods of the peoples who are round about you, near you or far away from you, from one end of the earth to the other—[8] you shall not give consent to him or listen to him; nor shall your eye pity him, nor shall you spare him or conceal him. [Amplified Bible]  This is serious folks!  So many of us have been misled because we sought the person, sought the gift, and/or sought the office MORE than we have sought GOD.  We need to repent.  This is just plain living for God I am talking about here, plain living for God.  We simply need balance.  Respect the person, respect the gift, and respect the office, but OBEY GOD at all cost!  Obedience opens the door to blessings from God we cannot ever imagine, and you feel God inside knowing you did what God asked you to do in spite of.
Last, although initially being re-dedicated to the Lord and feeling all of those things I never felt before was such a high for me, I realized over time, I needed to obey God above all, even over my pastor.  Although I went from one extreme to another, I learned over time, I needed to obey God above all even that what was taught to me out of the Bible.  In other words over time I learned to question that uneasy feeling in my gut.  I stopped pretending I did not see what I saw.  Over time, God allowed me to be stripped of many things, and as a result, I am becoming more and more balanced.  I have so much more to learn and grow in, but at least now, as I have said before I am on the right train traveling on the right track in the right direction.  To God be the glory! 

Please consider this passage of Scripture as I end this teaching.  Isaiah 1:[17] Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. [18] Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. [19] If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: [20] But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 

I thank God for all of you He used to help me gather my thoughts to write this teaching.  We are individual members in the Body, and when we work together for the expressed purpose of bringing glory and honor to God, greater things happen.  

Praise God for all of you who took the challenge to acknowledge God for 7 days, 24/7.  I know you are more sensitive to God as a whole, and I am certain your perspective on life has changed significantly.  All praises belong to God!
If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:  Isn’t this worth living an obedient life for?!
May God continue to bless each of you in Jesus mighty name!

Until the next time,

Pastor Andra
