Receive as a Little Child – August 27, 2010

Greetings Everyone!

Mark 10, KJV says:

[13] And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that brought them.  [14] But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.  [15] Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein.  [16] And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.
Verse 13 pondering questions from me: Why would the disciples rebuke them that brought the children?  What if those children were street children or children from unrighteous parents/homes or neighbors bringing children or desperate parents with their infants or all of these cases?  Was it just grown folks with Jesus?  Many of us grew up in the days when children were seen and not necessarily heard.  They obviously pressed to bring those children to be touched by Jesus.  Glory to God!  There is so much meat here!

The King James Study Bible states in v. 14 Mark often stresses Jesus’ showing of strong feeling. (See 1:41, 43; 3:5; 7:34; 8:34; 9:19).  Suffer here means “allow.”  Verse 16 states that “Every parent knows that no child is perfect.  But Jesus sees in their refreshing openness to new things, their eagerness to learn and follow, a welcome contrast to adult self-dependence and cynicism.“

My point of sharing, however, is v. 15 as stated in Jesus’ own words:  Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein.  

One of the cross-references for v. 15 is Matt. 18:[3,4], KJV: And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.  Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

The King James Study Bible states “Be converted means a “turning” of one’s whole life and person toward God.  This is the true biblical picture of conversion.  It is far more than mental acknowledgement of truth or intellectual assent to certain ideas.  To become as little children means to be born again (converted) as a newborn spiritual child, characterized by faith and humility.”

Thoughts to Further Consider

Do you remember what it was like when you were first born again?  Do you remember how open you were to try new things and how eager you were to learn and follow Jesus walking by faith and in humility?

Yet, as we become adults and parents, we allow the cares of this world to change our perspective of who Jesus is to us as Savior and Lord.  And our impaired perspective causes us to move out of position of receiving from Him as a child would, as that new convert, our first love.  I am reminded of Matt. 6:[6] But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.  

Our private prayer time is when we can lay naked before God and be totally honest with Him, because He is our Heavenly Father.  We should place ourselves in a child like position to receive from Him with the openness to try new things, be eager to learn and follow Him as He instructs us how to live our daily lives even AS ADULTS; as we did when we first believed unto salvation.  This child like position to receive with openness and eagerness should continue in a believer’s life, and it will gradually strengthen the believer in and through adversity to be the mature ADULT that will bring glory and honor to God.  

Children are important to God and they should be important to us too.  We should teach and train them up in the Lord.  We as natural parents want our children to receive from us.  We want our children to be open to what we have to say, to be eager to learn and follow what we instruct them to do.  

Jesus showed compassion and love towards the children.  He made them feel important.  He took them in His arms, laid His hands on them and blessed them.  He wanted them to feel close to Him.  He was tender with them.  My God!  That is exactly the type of relationship God wants to have with us.  Regardless of what these children looked like, smelled like, old or young or arm babies, Jesus loved them all the same.  Isn’t that just like God?

So my encouragement today is the next time you are in your private prayer time with God, position yourself to receive from Him as a little child would—open, eager to learn and follow His instructions.  Although we can share all things with Him, God deserves respect and honor.  Who are we to shake our fists at Him?  Who are we to demand He answer our prayers on the drop of a dime?  Who are we to treat Him as something we call on only when we need something to tickle our fancy? 

Father in the name of Jesus, please forgive us for the times we disrespected you in our pain.  Lord, we didn’t know.  But as we become more and more aware of our mistakes, please help us to change and treat you better.  Thank you for your forgiveness.  Thank you for always coming to our rescue and meeting our needs.  You are a gracious, merciful, loving and patient God.  Thank you for sending Jesus to die on the cross for our sins.  Thank you for raising Him from the grave.  Thank you for giving Him all power.  Thank you that because we accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we, too, have that same power inside of us.  Father, help us to walk in this power so that we can bring glory and honor to You in Jesus mighty name, Amen.  Amen.  Amen.     

I pray this teaching is a blessing to you in Jesus mighty name.

Until next time, God bless!

Pastor Andra  
