Where is God in All of This? Relationship Frustration, Part 3 - October 6, 2011
Greetings Dear Friends,

I do not watch the television news on a consistent basis, so I learned of the passing of, Steve Jobs, when I turned my computer on this morning.  It did touch my heart to hear of his passing; because he was by far one of the most creative men, I did read and hear about.  I especially like the online article written by Daniel Gross, an economics editor at Yahoo! Finance.  Gross wrote, “There are three basic business stories: the rise, the fall, and then the comeback. Jobs provided a vivid example of each.”  Further, Gross wrote, “Several industries in the past decade found themselves essentially powerless in the face of the internet and the advent of digital technology. But Jobs and Apple invented devices and business models that encouraged people…. By continuing to roll out new products, Apple has really expanded the playing field for content creators….”  

I have not read other articles written on Steve Jobs yet at the posting of this teaching, but my point is this, Jobs, obviously knew something many of us are still searching for, and do you want to know what that is?  Jobs knew his purpose and he understood processes.  He realized he did not have to re-create the wheel, but he found a way to make it better.  He did the very best job he could do, and it was evident.  He did his part.  He stayed in his lane. He learned the principle of relationship building, and that it took time to create them and maintain them.  He knew it was a process.  He lived it.  And for that, I am grateful he left that type of legacy for the whole world to see.  My sympathy goes out to everyone who loved and cared about him.

This is a good place to begin the Relationship Frustration encouragement piece, the last part of the Frustration series, Where is God in All of This?  I really do believe that God has a purpose and a plan for each of our lives with a good end in mind [Jeremiah 29:11, paraphrased].  I believe we were fearfully and wonderfully made [Psalm 139:14, paraphrased].  I believe Jeremiah had it right when he said God knew him when he was formed in his mother’s womb [Jeremiah 1:5, paraphrased].  I believe God is the author and finisher of our faith [Hebrews 12:2, paraphrased].  When we put these Scriptures together, the common theme I get from it is, God is all-knowing (omniscient).  God is in ultimate control of everything (all-powerful).  This is consistent with Genesis 1, God’s creation.  Without God, nothing would have been created.  More importantly, God said it was very good, when he created man, even though in the spirit, God created them male and female.  Yet man was alone in actual formation for a while.  God thought it not good for man to be alone too long, after all the animals had companions, but none like the man, because the man was created in the image and after the likeness of God.  Man was different.  Even though man was formed first and alone first, God knew the right time to form and present to man, his companion; the helper, the woman, for support, for balance, for procreation, for again companionship.  This relationship would exude one of God’s best and greatest creations in this world, because the man and the woman was created in the image and after the likeness of God.  [Genesis 1-2]

Friends, when we look at it through the eyes of God and His Word, it is most precious, endearing, sweet, and quite loving.  But along with the formation of the man and woman, God gave to them the power of choice.  The power of choice is by far the greatest gift anyone can have.  God could have forced them to choose Him.  Instead, God presented two options and explained those options at the very beginning in the garden.  It is when they chose contrary to what God had asked of them, and by the way, it was for their and our good, which was the first major relationship frustration—the frustration of disobedience.  And if we are not careful and quickly to confess, repent and get back in right standing with God, that frustration of disobedience will cause us to make another choice of disobedience and it can go on and on and on.  I think you get the point.  

This first act of disobedience came when the woman ate of the fruit from the forbidden tree, and the second act of disobedience came when the man agreed with her and ate the fruit also from the forbidden tree.  They were in agreement.  They were unified, but over the wrong thing.  We can change this.  We can choose to be in agreement, to be in unity over the right and good things.  Friends, this reminds me of the Scripture that says, Can two walk together, except they be agreed? [Amos 3:3, KJV].  

This incidence caused a major frustration in their relationship.  A frustration that was passed on to mankind as we know it.  But God reminds us throughout His Word in the lives of those He used from Genesis to Revelation, thousands of years old, that it does not have to remain this way.  This curse can be dealt with.  This curse can be overcome.  It can be overcome by returning to our first love, our Creator, God, through the person of Jesus Christ.  We need a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ ripped the veil from the Holy of Holies, where only the priest could go to atone for the sins of the people, and allowed us to approach the thrown of God for ourselves.  God expressed His love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us [Romans 5:8, paraphrased].  Jesus went to the cross once already.  He is not going back to the cross again.  Jesus rose with all power in His Hands.  Jesus is alive.  When Jesus returned to heaven, the Holy Spirit was sent to dwell in our human bodies as a down payment that would ensure our passport to heaven, and more importantly, to lead, to guide, to direct us and to bring us into all truth about God’s purpose and plan for our individuals.  We simply need to seek God first, and He will tell us where to go, what to do, and who to talk to.  He really will.  We need to quiet our lives down a little so we can hear Him more clearly when He is talking to us or spend a little more quiet and quality time with Him through all of the hustle and bustle of our days.  We need to continue to ask God to renew our minds day-by-day, throughout the day.  We need to ask for clean hearts and hearts of flesh.  Either way, we need Him, His guidance and His direction if we are going to make a real difference that will leave a positive legacy.

Friends, let us wake up out of our sleep.  God is calling us to a higher calling, and that higher calling has been and remains as the greatest commandment in Bible History.  It started thousands of years ago in Deuteronomy 6,  “Now this is the commandment, and these are the statutes and judgments which the LORD your God has commanded to teach you, that you may observe them in the land which you are crossing over to possess, that you may fear the LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I command you, you and your son and your grandson, all the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged. Therefore hear, O Israel, and be careful to observe it, that it may be well with you, and that you may multiply greatly as the LORD God of your fathers has promised you—‘a land flowing with milk and honey.’  “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. “And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. [vv. 1-9, NKJV]

If we continue to read God’s Word, from the Old Testament to New Testament, the same promise He made to Israel.  This promise is for ALL who will believe upon Him; through loving Him first with everything in us and love one another, and by that, others will know the love of Christ in human form even when we cannot see nor feel Him in the Spirit.  

God knew we were a people who look on the outside more so than the inside.  God knows how to deal with His creation.  God wants us to know how to deal with Him so that we may know how to deal with each other.  Where is God in all of this?  EVERYWHERE! 

I will end with these Scriptures, Apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 6:[14] Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? It says in John 1:[5] And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. [KJV]  This is a principle, my Friends.  This principle crosses all lines: personal frustration, financial frustration, and yes even relationship frustration.  Until we know who we are, who we serve, what we were created for and yoke together with those who are trying to get to the same place as we are, then and only then will we really find the purpose and plan for our lives, and we can probably can get there a whole lot quicker.  My prayer is that we choose God’s side rather than Satan’s side.  We can walk in unity for good or for evil.  Let us choose to walk with God for good, in spite of all the faults and failures we possess.  Because I know bottom line, if we keep looking to God, the author and finisher of our faith, He that hath begun a good work in us will finish it and we will be ready when Jesus comes back for us [Philippians 1:6].
God bless each of you.  Thank you for your comments.  They have been encouraging.  I look forward to the next teaching God will have me to share with you in Jesus mighty name.  Amen.
Pastor Andra

