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Part 1: Self-Righteousness

January 26, 2012
Praise the Lord Everybody!  Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!

We are so grateful to share this teaching, this Series with you all.  My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. [Hosea 4:6, KJV]

The King James Study Bible (KJSB) annotation states ‘The cause of man’s problem is lack of knowledge.  It does not stem from a shortage of information, but rather from rejection of information.’  Ooowweee!!!  That’s tight already!

There are always many, many unnamed contributors to all of my teachings and this one is no different.  I received a call from an East Coast younger female minister who set a fire under me that is completely burning me up!  Therefore, it’s imperative that I pass it on to you!  I pray in the name of Jesus that you open up your heart, mind/soul and spirit to receive what God wants to share in this Series.  I am first partaker without question.
During my Reborn Again aka Double Dip experience in December 2011, God also showed me I had picked up self-righteousness AGAIN in areas I had become blinded to because of hurt, pain and rejection.  I cried like a baby and asked without reservation “how?” “what?” “show me Lord!” God loves it when we are open to Him like this.  He can work miracles in us and transform us when we are in these positions.  Anyway, God was showing me that I had taken parts of His Word and tried to make it fit my life.  I was so hurt behind this revelation, but God showed me in love though.  Still, it always hurt when we take God for granted.  He later shared a new perspective of self-righteousness that I had not thought of before.  Simply put my self-righteousness clearly said I was right and God was wrong, that I knew better than God, that I trusted myself more than God, and that my plans were better than God’s plans for me.  That I ultimately believed more in me than Him and His Word because His Word required me to step up higher, to step up my game, to do things that would take me further out of my comfort zone, to walk in a new level of faith that I had not known before.  I can go on and on.  Oftentimes when we think we know more or better, we can easily get the big head without knowing it.  God’s Word brings balance if we receive it and live by it more than not where we give Him glory and honor for the things happening in our lives.  [5] Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. [6] Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take. [7] Don’t be impressed with your own wisdom. Instead, fear the LORD and turn away from evil. [8] Then you will have healing for your body and strength for your bones. [Proverbs 3, NLT]
We, believers, Christians, are held to a higher standard of living, not better than anyone else, but called higher, that is to live according to God’s Word, Will and Way.  We are supposed to conform to God’s Word but instead we try to make the Word of God conform to us, to our way of thinking, to what pleases us, after all we are free in Christ, we are God’s children, we are no longer in bondage to sin, we are the righteousness of God.  When we put it like that without balance in it when people whisper in our ears that it’s not supposed to be so hard serving God.  God wants you to be happy.  If you’re struggling so hard, you must be doing something wrong.  We are headed for a bad fall.  And these are the types of things we internalize from other people’s conversation, that before we know it, we have strayed away from God’s truth, God’s promises to us without even knowing it.  How so?  We began to treat the people we love with no value anymore or like they are the scum of the earth.  Bob doesn’t treat Betty this way.  Jim, “why aren’t you treating me how Bob treats Betty?”  Hint!  Hint!  Bob is not Jim!  Different type of man.  Jane and John got a new Lexus.  I want one to. “Well, Sarah,” said Sammy, “we just bought a new Hyundai last year and we’re still paying for it.  Do you realize if we try to trade it in right now, they will add the difference of the loan amount forcing us to have a higher note and we are already over extended with all the other bills we have?  Not to mention the insurance and maintenance required for a Lexus.” Hint!  Hint! Already over extended; wanting eyes, being greedy!  Girl, “did you hear Martha’s husband, Skip was going with that young little Teeka?  If I were Martha, when Skip went out the front door I’d be going out the back door with that fine man, Omar.”  Hint!  Hint! Adulterous thoughts and egging on will usually lead us there.  Stuff like that.  And even though your stuff may not be like that, it is for a lot of believers, Christians, and we should know better than that.  That was a part of our old life that we should have left behind.  How can we be an effective witness to others if 10-15+ years later we are still behaving this way?  Really?!  In our defense, we’ll blurt out quickly “Well, God knows my heart.”  Yes, God does, and we’re still wrong!  We’re saying, “I’m right and God and His Word is wrong.”  Thus, we are operating in self-righteousness.  We need to be Reborn Again aka Double Dip if we are behaving in these manners 10+ years after our rededication.  We got so much stuff in us until we need to nip “these” obvious ones in the bud so we can get on to the ‘real’ deals in our lives.  We got stuff to do people!

I’m saying this with much conviction because the deeper I go in God and the closer I get to Him, I realize how little I really know and that I’ve wasted so much time on stuff that doesn’t or didn’t really matter.  I know with certainty, the deeper you go in God and the closer you get to Him, you too will realize how little you really know and how GREAT God is!   God’s Word is right and somebody is wrong!

 
Oh!  We’re just getting started!  But last in this teaching, God revealed many things to me last year as I know He has to others.  However, during my ministry travels last year I met someone I’d never laid eyes on to say the exact words God had revealed to me in my private time with Him that blew me away!  I will pass these words on to you in a more paraphrased form for I believe they will be of benefit to someone.  There are people in pockets all over crying out and praying to God for help, for the truth of His Word to come forth.  God has His remnants strategically placed and He is sending them forth in His Way to get His Word out to all but especially to those who have been crying out and praying to Him.  Everybody is important and has something to say John 3:16 proved it.  For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life [NLT], and Revelation 12:11 declared it when we receive Him, And they have defeated him by the blood of the Lamb and by their testimony. And they did not love their lives so much that they were afraid to die. [NLT]

So, who are you really trusting?!  You or God?!  What information are you rejecting? His Word?  His Will?  His Way?  [5] Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. [6] Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take. [7] Don’t be impressed with your own wisdom. Instead, fear the LORD and turn away from evil. [8] Then you will have healing for your body and strength for your bones. [Proverbs 3, NLT].

God bless everyone in Jesus mighty name!   Amen!

Until the next time, 

Pastor Andra
