Sisters, Take Your Original Place in the Lord – January 6, 2011

Greetings and Happy New Year!

We are off to an awesome start in the Lord!  We are in the trenches, getting dirty, and messy.  Lives are being changed by the power of God.  Hallelujah!  Thank you Jesus!  Others are catching the vision that ‘freedom in Christ’ is worth more than anything!  Glory to God!  With that said, let’s get right down to it!  Sisters!  Do I have a word for us?!  Buckle down because this is going to be a very bumpy and personal ride for many of us!  God desires for us, women, to take our original places in Him, to be with our own suitable helper and not someone else’s mate.

God’s Perfect Will
In the Lord, man and woman co-exist together.  Both were made in the image and likeness of God.  God gave order how they were to live upon this earth co-existing together [Gen. 1:26-28, paraphrased].  The man was formed first [Gen. 2:7].  The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him.” [Gen. 2:18].  So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.  [Gen. 2:21-25].  We were spirit before He formed us into flesh.  Our functions are different.  This was by God’s design. 

The Fall from Innocence 

I pictured in my mind what the scene was like when the serpent was talking to the woman in the Garden; encouraging her to eat the forbidden fruit, for God know that if you eat it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like gods, knowing good and evil. [Gen. 3:5, paraphrased].  The serpent obviously had a strong rap, Sisters, because the woman ‘sho nuff’ ate the forbidden fruit.  She gave it to the man who was standing nearby and he ate it.  There is no record of them quarreling or arguing with each other before they ate the forbidden fruit.

Curses Handed Down

Genesis 3:[14-19] describes the specific curses to the serpent, the woman and the man. Gen. 3:14b-15a, You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers. Gen. 3:16b, “…Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”
Gen. 3:17b-19, “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat… all the days of your life…will produce thorns and thistles for you, and…By sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground…and to dust you will return.”  God was pretty tough, yet fair and just considering their act of disobedience.  Even though man fell, he retained an impaired image of God (Gen. 9:6).

Points to Consider
1.  The woman was made for the man.  A few scriptures from 1 Corinthians 11: [8] For man did not come from woman, but the woman from man; [9] neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.  [11] In the Lord, however, woman is not independent of man, nor is man independent of woman.  [12] For as woman came from man, so also man is born of woman.
2.  It’s okay to be in a supporting role.  I had a conversation with a ministry colleague about the importance of a woman’s role to support her husband or a man.  They used scenes from a movie where the lead actor received an award for an outstanding performance.  Their point was the support actress role was equally important as the lead actor role.  The support role helped enhance the lead role.  Both are needed roles to produce a dynamic team to receive an award!  We both agreed, thank God somebody was given a godly vision to create an award also for the role of best supporting actor/actress. 
3.  The power of persuasion.  We, women, can build a man up OR we, women, can tear a man down.   It is very easy to do either when we put our minds to it.  Our influence is just that great, Sisters.  We, women, underestimate the power of persuasion we possess. We can use it for good OR we can use it for evil.  Please hear this:  We are oftentimes fighting, unaware, the curses God handed down to the serpent, to the woman, and to the man [Gen. 3:14-19].  Did you hear me?  We are oftentimes fighting these curses unaware.  For example:  He was going down the street near her corner, walking along in the direction of her house at twilight, as the day was fading, as the dark of night set in.  Then out came a woman to meet him, dressed like a prostitute and with crafty intent.  (She is loud and defiant, her feet never stay at home; now in the street, now in the squares, at every corner she lurks).  She took hold of him and kissed him and with a brazen faced she said: “I have fellowship offerings at home; today I fulfilled my vows.  So I came out to meet you; I looked for you and have found you!  I have covered my bed with colored linens from Egypt.  I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes and cinnamon.  Come, let’s drink deep love till morning; let’s enjoy ourselves with love!  My husband is not at home; he has gone on a long journey.  He took his purse filled with money and will not be home till full moon.” [Proverbs 7:8-20]  Is any of this familiar Sisters?! Warnings against the adulteress. With her persuasive words she led him astray; she seduced him with her smooth talk. All at once he followed her like an ox going to the slaughter, like a deer stepping into a noose till an arrow pierces his liver, like a bird darting into a snare little knowing it will cost him his life. [vv. 21-23]

Take Home Message

Sisters, I will not lie to you.  It seems like every direction I turn I hear of another family breaking up, and for many reasons.  Unfortunately, sexual immorality is usually at the root.  Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man [woman] reaps what he [she] sows. [Gal. 6:7]  I shared with you, God’s perfect will, the fall from innocence as well as the curses that God handed down.  Women, I encourage you to rightly divide this word of truth here.

I now offer a way to be reconciled back to God or be rededicated back to God and that is by accepting Jesus into your life.  Confessing your sins and repenting of your old way of life.  Ask Jesus to become not just your Savior, but the Lord over your life.  Ask God to fill you with the Holy Spirit and with fire so that you can have the power to say NO when your flesh really wants to say YES.  

Sisters, take your original place in the Lord!  If the man you are with is not your husband, please send him packing!  It does not matter what he has promised you.  He may be paying your bills, ringing your bell or buying you all sorts of things, but if he is not your husband, send him packing!  We, women, need to wake up, take our original place in God and do right.  Time is shorter than it was before.  Again, Sisters, if the man you are with is not your husband, send him packing!  The enemy is using us, women, to break up families, and has been for thousands of years.  We do not have to stay in this role nor this place.  Sisters, take your original place in the Lord!  I will get to the men later, but for now, Sisters, take your original place in the Lord!  We may not get caught by a human being, but we will reap it.  I promise you, it is better to reap in the Lord than to reap outside of the Lord.  So, come on in, Sisters, while there is still time!  Come into the safety of God!

Finally, you, Sisters, who are in your original place in the Lord, I challenge each of you to pray for our Sisters who are not in their original place in the Lord.  Just like the Lord washed us, cleansed us from our filthy, shameful promiscuous lifestyles, He can and wants to do the same for them.  We are our Sisters keepers!  Sisters, take your original place in the Lord!  I know we may want to do what we want to do, but trust me we need authority and order to be established and adhered to.  IT KEEPS US IN BALANCE.  Everybody has to answer to somebody. [1 Cor. 11:2, paraphrased]. There is a mutual dependency for each other (male and female), but it should be to Jesus Christ first.  This of course is truly realized when we are in the Lord though.  In the Lord is the key.  The male-female relationship has its challenges, but the opportunities to grow will truly exceed our challenges if viewed through the eyes of God.  This requires a mature walk in God with seeking Him consistently.  We need to hold one another accountable and responsible, one way or another.

The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.  So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let us behave decently, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.  Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature. [Romans 13:9-14]  Sisters, take your original place in the Lord!
May God continue to bless each of you in Jesus name! Amen.  Again, Happy New Year!
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