So That Others Might Believe [Born-Again, Continue in the Faith] Part 3D – October 22, 2010

Greetings to All!

We end this teaching series So That Others Might Believe, with Part 3D, Continue in the Faith. 

We have taught on the born-again experience, the sanctification process [positional, progressive and complete], the inner workings of how and why our mind should be continuously renewed day-by-day and the condition of our heart.  This is foundational teaching at its very core—the difficult lessons we oftentimes do not want to learn nor take out the time to learn because we want to grow up fast like others or maybe you were forced to grow up faster for other reasons—spiritual, natural alike.  But these teachings are necessary if we are to clearly know and be efficient and effective in working with our gifts and in our callings [1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4:11-13, Romans 12:4-8]; 4) and pass it on through discipleship [Matthew 28:18-20, Colossians 3] which are still foundational teachings in the next glory.  That is, God wants us to establish a personal relationship with Him through His Son Jesus Christ—foundational and maintain it throughout our life.  God gives gifts and calling without repentance [Romans 11:29].

God knows what He has called us to in the womb and He reveals it to us at His appointed time.  [Jeremiah 1:4, 5] says The word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”  I have spoken with many ministers and they all have a similar account as this at their appointed times including myself.

[Ephesians 4:11-13] says It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

I bolded parts of that scripture on purpose, because 1) it clearly says that we did not call ourselves to be in these offices in the Body of Christ; 2) Christ gave some, not everybody to be in these offices; and 3) walking in any of these offices in the Body of Christ warrants a committed life to Jesus Christ, a higher level of commitment is required as a higher level of consequence is handed down with disobedience.  Why?  Because these offices are required to prepare God’s people for works of service. 

I know “we” may say ‘my members’ but trust me these people are not ‘our members’ so to speak even though ‘we’ are responsible for every thing ‘we’ teach and train these people or any person for that matter, these are God’s people and all people matter to God regardless of what stage they are in their life.  We belong to God first and foremost through a personal relationship and that is what these ‘offices’ are supposed to be teaching the people of God—personal relationship with Him and then preparing them for works of service in the Body of Christ; who they are, who they belong to and what they are supposed to be doing.  Believe it or not these teachings can easily translate into what we do in the natural word we call careers if we take enough time to study and learn and be open to God. 

Remember, what happens in the womb and God’s timing for revealing who you are, and by accepting Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior “SUPER’S” your natural self, thus becoming supernatural as a believer and natural gifting as an unbeliever, meaning we can do so much better and more as a Christ follower.  Those gifts we were born with become ‘spiritual’ gifts when we become a Christ follower verses ‘natural’ gifts when we are not.  You see, everything is BETTER and BIGGER and MORE as a Christ follower!  This is consistent with [1 Corinthians 12:1-6] Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant.  You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols.  There I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Sprit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.  There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.  

I bolded some things to show that we are made different on purpose and for purpose but that we should show love to one another and respect because we are birthed from and connected by same Spirit when we become a Christ follower.  Whether you are given the message of wisdom, the message of knowledge, to another faith, to another gifts of healing, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues, they all come from the same Spirit and He gives them to each one of us, just as He determines [paraphrased, 1 Corinthians 12:7-11], and we should rejoice rather than be jealous of one another.  Why?  The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all parts are many, they form one body.  So it is with Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink [1 Corinthians 12:12-13].  I encourage you to finish reading this passage and Romans 12:4-8.
Finally, Matthew 28:18-20 and Colossians 3 among the entire Bible itself is evangelist in its approach, inviting us to come and learn about who God is, who we are and what His plan is for our life and how if He and His Word is properly received and acted upon in our life, we would be a ‘light.’  Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."   Ah, the Great Commission [Matt. 28:18-20]….who are we affecting and infecting in our day-to-day walk?  Ouch! or Praise the Lord! or Both!  In Apostle Paul’s words, Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose [Phil. 2:12-13].  Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.  You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived.  But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as tehse: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.  Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.  Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.  Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.    Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace.  And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.  Children, obey your parents in everything for this pleases the Lord.  Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.  Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord.  Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an in heritance from the Lord as a reward.  It is the Lord Christ you are serving.  Anyone who  does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there is no favoritism.  Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also have a Master in heaven.       [Colossians 3; 4:1].  Amen!  Amen!  And Amen!  No one is exempt!  Woohoo!  Excuse me, Praise the Lord!  Hallelujah!  Thank you Jesus!
I thank God for each of you!  I do what I do for the ONE who is looking for that one to believe in Him, to be encouraged!  I pray that each of you continue in the faith of God so that others might believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and our Lord!

God bless you all!  Until next time,

Pastor Andra 
