So That Others Might Believe [Born-Again, Heart Condition] Part 3C – October 19, 2010

Greetings to Everyone!

And so we continue with the teaching, So That Others Might Believe [Born-Again, Heart Condition] Part 3C which says:

Again Jesus began to teach by the lake.  The crowd that gathered around him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the water’s edge.  He taught them many things by parables, and in his teaching said: “Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.  Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil.  It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.  But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.  Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain.  Still other seed fell on good soil.  It came up, grew and produced a crop, multiplying thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times.”  Then Jesus said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  

When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about the parables.  He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you.  But to those on the outside everything is said in parables so that, “they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!” 

Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable?  How then will you understand any parable? The farmer sows the word.  Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown.  As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them.  Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy.  But since they have no root, they last only a short time.  When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away.  Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.  Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown.
This is the infamous “Parable of the Sower” taken from Mark 4:1-20.  Over the years, I have heard many renditions of this passage preached and taught always gleaning something from it to help me along my journey.  I pray that you will receive an even greater understanding as you read it this time as I did and have.
The King James Study Bible annotation of verses 1-20 says, “a parable is a brief story that makes a comparison.  It typically uses an illustration from everyday life to bring out a spiritual truth.”

Further, the KJ Study Bible annotation of verses 12-20 states, “Jesus interprets the parable.  The four soils represent four kinds of people who hear the gospel.  (1) Unresponsive people, they by the way side (along the path), fail to respond to the seed or word (gospel) sown, so Satan quickly removes it lest they be saved (Luke 8:12).  (2) Impulsive people, the stony ground (rocky), are those who immediately receive (v. 16) the gospel, but not counting the cost, have no root [spiritual reality] in themselves (v. 17).  They believe for a while (Luke 8:13), but soon are offended (v. 17, defect from the truth) because of persecution.  Their rejection of the gospel is as speedy as their reception of it.  (3)  Preoccupied people, those among thorns, allow legitimate matters (cares of this world) and illegitimate matters (deceitfulness of riches, and the lust of other things) to take priority over the gospel.  And (4) some people, good ground, hear and receive (take to heart) the gospel, which bears fruits of faith, obedience, and fidelity in them.”  That was powerful!
The above information was straightforward.  So I am only sharing how I understood it today and I hope today is a good day for interpretation for me that makes sense and lines up with the word!  Four kinds of people with four kinds of heart conditions: 

The first person/heart, let’s say is a person who goes to church, a church-goer, not saved and not really interested in knowing the word of God but goes just to say they go to church with no intentions of obeying the word, for if they did, they just may come to know Christ as Lord and Savior over their life.  Thus, their heart is unresponsive to the call of God’s word tugging on their heart, and they really do not see this because they do go to church but there is no relationship with Jesus Christ, which is want He wants.  Is this you?

The second person/heart, let’s say is a person who is saved, goes to church, reads the word, enjoys hearing the word of God, but who really does not give much time to studying the word of God for true understanding of what it means to be a Christian so when persecutions come for being a Christian they tend to not accept the word as real truth because they do not think they should be persecuted for being a Christian.  Thus, the word of God is not as effective as it could be in their lives because they are impulsive (hasty) when it comes to word of God for no root is in their heart for lack of understanding who they are as a Christian and what it really means to be a Christian.  If this person invests more time and study in the word of God for understanding and revelation from God, their heart would change and they would see much better.  Is this you?

The third person/heart, let’s say is a person who is a born-again believer with a position in the church, pretty faithful, and let’s say this is a person who also came to know Jesus as Lord and Savior as a young or older adult already having a life of possessions, because they work every day.  They read and study the word of God but they get frustrated a lot because they have not quite figured out how to apply the word of God in their life in a very practical sense on a consistent basis, day-to-day basis because life just keep happening for them.  Their life is real and true as is their walk with God, said another way, their minds need to be more conformed to the ways of God rather than the world’s view.  Thus, this preoccupied person’s heart need to learn to manage their emotions better, male or female, rather than reacting most of the time so there can be the fruit in their lives the way they desire and God desires for them, and when this happens many relationships will be healed and fruit will began to pop up everywhere because they will do all they can to make as many wrongs right to bring glory and honor to God.  Is this you?

The fourth person/heart, let’s say is a person who has been persistent, relentless in their pursuit of God, have been to hell and back but refuse to let go of God, a heart that has been made many times over, a heart that can still make mistakes, but quickly repent and get back in order with God.  This is a good-hearted person whose single desire is to bring glory and honor to God at all cost through faith to please God, obedience because of their love for God and the fidelity or commitment to God simply because of who is in to them.  Thus, this good-hearted person will come under much scrutiny and attack from Satan because this kind of heart will bring much fruit into God’s kingdom in ways this person will never know.  If you are this person, do not faint in your walk or belief in God because of persecution.  Instead remember you were never meant to stay here anyway as a Christian, but look forward to your mansion in heaven waiting on you for a job well done here on earth.  The suffering of this life is nothing to be compared to the glory that shall be revealed in you.  Is this you?

My expounding or teachings are always meant to be a scratch on the surface to hopefully cause you to dig deeper in God.  Such is the case for this teaching of the Heart Condition as well.  This is a tough teaching, because it really does go to the heart of the matter; no pun intended.  This is not judgment on anyone, and I would even venture to say that this heart condition is a process and directly related to our sanctification process.

We often make the statement…”God knows my heart.”  That is very true!  He does!  But I was recently told when I made that statement, “But do we really know our heart?”  Now, that is the real question.   My thoughts from that statement was God really does allow all sorts of situations and circumstances to occur in our lives for many reasons, but certainly to allow us to see where our heart really is.  God certainly and consistently let me see where my heart is, my motivations for doing the things I do.  I thank God for this, because sometimes I miss the mark in a big way on a very good day!  Keep praying for me!

I pray this teaching is helpful in some way!

I love each of you!  May God continue to bless you in Jesus name!

Pastor Andra
