So That Others Might Believe [Born-Again, Renewed Mind] Part 3B – October 14, 2010

Greetings!

I am filled with much thanksgiving in my heart as I share Part 3B, Born-Again, Renewed Mind, of this teaching series.  My heart is so open to God at this season in my life, a season that perhaps has been one of the most challenging for me.  Yet, God in His infinite wisdom, love and faithfulness shows me day-by-day that everything will pass away, but His Word will not.  In other words, God is true.  His Word is true.  Everything about Him is true.  He is no short of His Word, because He is the living Word springing up inside of me and every born again believer.  This is absolutely great news!  God is using us as the sequels of His Word as I was told by a ministry colleague.  And it is true!  We are the sequels to the Word of God….living Word being read by all who look upon us!  God’s Word living through and in us!  Hallelujah!  Who is man that God is mindful of?  Man was God’s greatest creation, because we were created in His image and in His likeness! [Gen. 1:26]  So what, the devil deceived the woman and the man in the garden.  So what devil!  For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.  Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stand condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.  This is the verdict:  Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.  Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.  [John 3:16-21]  Now, that’s shouting word there!  Glory!  Hallelujah!
I mean no disrespect to anyone when I say this, but when we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, the old us die.  The new us is born.  And that new us is born so that we may be about our Father’s business.  Paul knew from revelation when he said…’let this mind be in you that was also in Christ Jesus.’  He was on to something.  And I pray we get that revelation, because when we do, as born again believers being raised in the newness of life, our focus should become about our Father’s business, just as it was with Jesus in His ministry.  Jesus had a mission.  He stayed the course.  Jesus was not concerned about how big his house was, how big his car was, how large his congregation was or how fast his congregation grew.  Jesus was not concerned about any of these ‘things.’  Jesus was concerned about pleasing the Father that sent Him.  Jesus came to offer salvation to the world.  Those who knew the law, the Pharisees, the Sadducees and the like, who had all that ‘stuff’, were puffed up in pride and self-righteousness had failed to realize and accept that the prophecy was being fulfilled of the coming Messiah was in fact standing them in the face.  They missed it.  Did you hear me?  They missed Him.  Jesus was standing right in front of them.  Matthew 6:[33] says Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things will be added unto you.  Seek Him first rather than things and He’ll show you how things are added!  Jesus purposefully healed on the Sabbath.  He taught in their synagogues.  Jesus did not respond to their testing as they thought.  He knew their kind would not believe Him regardless of what He said.  Are you getting this?  Jesus was not trying to convince them one way or another who He was.  He knew their minds were wrapped up in self-righteousness, pride, and all the likes.  Jesus chose not to be distracted by them, but instead continued to be about His Father’s business.  Read the four Gospels and you will see Jesus’ ministry up close and personal from four perspectives.  These are lessons Jesus left for us to glean from if we can be renewed in our mind long enough for Him and His Word to really sink in and take root in us.  We simply need to be about our Father’s business.  Be who we are in Him and live who He is in us.  He will do the drawing.

Paul said, If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.  Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. [Phil. 2:1-11]  Hallelujah!  Amen!  This is good to me ya’ll! Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.  Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life—in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing.  But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you.  So you too should be glad and rejoice with me. [Phil. 2:12-18]  Amen!  Now this was a man SOLD OUT FOR CHRIST with a renewed mind!  Although Paul was not married as many of us are, we still can glean so much from the revelations that God gave him to help us remember who is first in our life and to work to keep the balance in living a God honoring life with a renewed mind—in Christ!  Let’s continue!
Therefore, I urge you brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.  For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.  [Romans 12:1-3]  

Paul came from a well-to-do background, educated, skilled with his hands, acceptance from his peers that is until he met Jesus.  Paul was living according to his upbringing.  He was in the church house.  He was taught the word of God of the Old Testament.  He was taught to be a rabbi.  Yet he was headed straight to hell in a hand basket and he did not even know it.  And if Jesus had not shone His Light of Grace and Mercy upon him as he traveled the road to Damascus Paul with letter in hand with permission to persecute the people of God, hell was probably going to be his home.  Paul thought he was right in what he was doing but he was dead wrong.  The scripture says ‘there is a way that seems right to a man, but the end is destruction.’ [Prov. 14:12]  Paul is speaking from revelation and experience here!  He thought he was right, but he was headed toward destruction, death.  How many of us thought we were right?  Think about this for a minute.

Now, let’s flip the script to us!  Many of us were in the church house and still headed to hell just as Paul was.  Party all week including Saturday night in church Sunday morning thinking we were doing God a favor!  We felt bad one Sunday and prayed the sinner’s prayer in faith to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior but did we truly repent? We needed true repentance of our sins and lifestyle.  I believe a heart of true repentance this is something like this—we meant that we were conscious of the fact that we did not want to live the old life anymore.  We meant that we wanted to live a new life in Jesus Christ.  We meant that we realized the old life was a life condemned to hell and that we really were sorry for the old life we lived.  That we wanted forgiveness of our sins. That we were sorry for the people we hurt and so sorry for rejecting God all that time and that we now wanted to start fresh with a new view, a new heart, with new thoughts in mind of how to please God through accepting Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior because we believed Jesus died on the cross for us.  That we believed Jesus rose on the third day with all power in His Hands.  That we wanted to be filled with His Holy Spirit and with fire! 

Now, Sisters and Brothers again, I believe that was a heart and mind of true repentance!  Glory to God!  I hope somebody was convicted and born into the family of God reading that!

On the other hand, many of us did not have the revelation, information and teaching of the Good News on that level when we first accepted Christ.  And, as a result, many of us were tossed to and fro with all types of doctrine while holding on for dear life to the faith we had and not realizing what was happening to us.  God was dealing with us in His way according to His call on our life and the devil was messing with us trying to make us doubt that we were really born again—some where and some were not, but that was God’s job to determine the who and who were nots rather than us.  Is there anybody out there hearing what I am saying?  We wonder why we have so many rededications or recommitments to Christ later in life.

But God was faithful to still keep us in spite of ourselves and in spite of what the devil tried to do to us that many of us have come full circle willing to share our testimony and His Word with others with a continuous renewed mind as a true committed Christ follower!  That is the kind of God I want to serve!  That is the kind of God you want to be on the same side with!  He in us is more than the whole world against us!  Amen!  Hallelujah!

If I only knew then what I know now, years and years and years of my life would have been far more fruitful unto God.  But that is why I love Him so much today!  God knew and yet He was faithful to keep that what was entrusted to Him—me and those like me!  If I had known Romans 12 was what I needed to learn right after my conversion and understood it on even a small scale, again years and years and years of my life would have been far more fruitful unto God.  This is why Romans 8:28 has become so dear to my heart, And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him who have been called according to his purpose. [29] For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  You may be the firstborn in your family to even become born-again, or even a minister.  And even though many of us may not have known, God knew!  He knew!  Praise the Lord!

Another wonderful thing is happening here and that is that God is allowing His Word to be more and more understood in our time like I have never seen before to PEOPLE all over the world yet there are still so many who remain blinded by Satan.  Thus, when the end comes, and it will come, there will be no excuse for those who read it and for those who do not receive it and nor Him.  I am convinced that the main reason many people reject God’s Word is because they have been conformed [blinded by Satan] to the ways of the world very deeply.  So deeply deceived by Satan by what the American Dream is really about that they are unwilling to release the idea of obtaining ‘things’ of this world long enough to catch a bird’s eye view of who the true and living God is all about—LOVE—to truly repent and accept Jesus as Lord and Savior.  Unconditional love caused Jesus to die on a cross for us even while we were yet sinners [Romans 5:8].  The Holy Spirit just took me to a few passages of scripture to read.  I truly believe God will immensely bless extra special those who take out the time to read and receive His Word—if you can do so before moving on…1 Peter 4; 2 Peter 1, 1 Peter 1-2.  Glory to God!  Glory to God!  We are teaching on renewing your mind as a born again believer!

David said, we were born in sin and shaped in iniquity [Psalm 51:5] meaning, we were born with a sinful nature and sin was all around us.  It is true because of the fall of man in the garden.  However, even in all of that God’s faithfulness covers us until we get to an age of accountability so we can learn of who He is…some of us arrive at this place earlier than others and some never accept it all and when they do not accept Jesus Christ at all, they will be condemned to hell.  I know this may sound harsh, but we must remember why we were created in the first place and in whose image and likeness we were created in [Genesis 1:26].  And the good that is in us is because of God, but Satan does not want us to know that either.  Why do you think we yearn for love for relationship?  Love and relationship is of God!  I am convinced that God’s Word is true.  Why?  Because it is working in my life.  Is it working in yours?

So, with this renewed mind as a born again believer, we try to explain to the world about our conversion from death to life in Jesus.  They laugh at us and say we are crazy, and soon we think we are crazy too. We know what happens shortly after that.   We begin to renege [break our word or promise] to God about wanting to be saved.  Why?  Because the world did not receive us?  News Flash!  The world did not receive Jesus either, and Jesus explicitly told us this in His Word that the world would hate us because they hated Him first.  Search the scriptures and find this one for yourself!

As we ask God to renew our mind as a born again believer, what are we asking Him to renew it with?  We should be asking Him to renew it with a deeper settling of the fruit of the Spirit so that we may express ourselves more godly.  We should be asking Him to renew our mind with the mind of Christ.  How do we know the mind of Christ?  By reading the Word of God.  By listening to godly music.  I love most kinds of music but as a new believer I believe it is critical to get God’s music in first so that a root can be formed in Him and as you listen to other music it will be easier to discern the music that carries a satanic word or satanic beat.

Finally, new believers can become faster committed believers [rapid growth] if they have this type of information or similar information available to them.  Otherwise, we risk unnecessary years of wilderness experience before becoming committed believers, if at all.  There are many carnal Christians still roaming in today’s wilderness of ‘things’ because they refuse to believe God for deeper revelation of who He is in their lives.  My desire and prayer is that we grow from milk to meat, from carnal Christians to true committed believers, totally sold out to Christ.  Why?  So that others might believe with a renewed mind that Jesus Christ died on the cross for us, and that He is the only begotten Son of the Father!

I pray this teaching has been a blessing.  Please search the Word of God for yourself and ask Him how this applies teaching to your individual life.

God bless each of you until the next time!

Pastor Andra

