So That Others Might Believe [Born-Again] Part 3 – October 7, 2010

Greetings Everyone!

God is so faithful!  He continues to amaze me day-by-day.  We continue with Part 3 Born-Again of the teaching So That Others Might Believe.

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council.  He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God.  For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.”  In reply Jesus declared, ”I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”  “How can a man be born when he is old?”  Nicodemus asked.  “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born?”  Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’  The wind blows whenever it pleases.  You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going.  So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”  “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.  “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things?  I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony.  I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things?  No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.  Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.  For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. [John 3:1-16]

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.  Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid, I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.  “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later.  [Rev. 1:17-19]
Friends, I can stop and shout right there!  Glory be to God!  God is so faithful!

Remember in Part 1, the woman gave the man the fruit to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the tree that God explicitly commanded the man not to eat of for if he did, he would surely die.  They were deceived.

Stay with me here.  God gave us another opportunity to get it right, to make the correct decision, to trust and obey what He said.  He presented us with the Tree of Life again, this time through the person of Jesus Christ.  Are you getting it now?

And all who eat of this Tree, could regain life eternal that was lost in the garden; restoration and reconciliation back to where God had originally planned for us.  And whosoever accepts or eats of this Tree of Life, in the person of Jesus Christ, would not perish but have everlasting life!  Glory to God!  Hallelujah!

So, what Satan meant for harm for the woman and the man in the garden as well as mankind, God worked it out for good!  Ya’ll gotta shout with me!  Hallelujah!  Thank you Jesus!  We do not have to remain in the fallen state with Satan.  Hallelujah!

Again, when Satan tricked the woman and she gave to the man to eat, they ultimately disobeyed the command of God.  This disobedience put them in a fallen state as Satan was, but Satan underestimated God’s Love for us even when Satan entered Judas to betray Jesus.  Satan thought so much of himself.  Pride does that to a person.  God gave us another opportunity to be reconciled back to Him through the person of Jesus Christ, the shedding of His Blood.  Oh, thank you Lord!   God did not stop there!  Jesus Christ rose from the grave with all power in His Hands just like He said He would, with the keys of hell and of death.  C’mon somebody!  That sealed the deal for Satan’s fate forever!  Oh!  Shout with me!  Hallelujah!  Satan knows his time is short!  He does not like God and he does not like anyone who follows Christ.  We as Christ followers need to know this so that we do not continuously fall for Satan’s tricks and schemes through his master deception tactics.

We have so many reasons we need to get excited when we are born-again.  First, we do not belong to Satan anymore.  We have been given the opportunity to set the record straight and a fresh opportunity to serve the true and living God.  Our sins have been forgiven for the wrong we did in our past life.  We have been set free from the death committed in the garden.  Remember positional sanctification?  Again, we have the opportunity to start fresh—by consciously and willfully each day to put off the old man and to put on the new man to put on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Satan is mad!  He is so mad that he desires to sift the believer as wheat.  Thus, being the master deceiver that he is, he releases his attacks on the believer especially a new believer and a committed believer.  He brings up our past deeds from our past life.  We must now learn how to live the new life God has given us through progressive sanctification.  This is where Philippians 1:6 really comes into play: Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: [KJV]

The King James Study Bible states “Will perform it is said “will finish it.” Apostle Paul is convinced that the work of grace that God began in the Philippians [as well as us] at conversion will be divinely continued until the day of Jesus Christ.  That is, the Lord will keep working in these believers [as well as us] until Jesus returns to earth, at which point He will finish His work, bringing it to completion.  This speaks of the Christian’s eternal security.  For God had a purpose in view when He began His saving work in the Philippians, [as well as us] and that purpose will neither be abandoned nor unrealized.”

Glory to God!  This is good news!  Reading and studying God’s Word is critical to the new believer—believers in general!  As long as Satan can prevent us from knowing the Word like we need to know and understand, he can and will slowly but surely pull us back into his layer, and we will wonder how we got there.  This is real!  God loves us so much!  God does not want anyone to perish but to have everlasting life!

Last, our new life, our born-again life, continues with the progressive sanctification process—the believer is being constantly set apart from sin when he utilizes the means of grace, (e.g. the Word and prayer) in his or her life.

We have a new life to live, a life that should be about bringing glory and honor to God so that others might believe.  Many believers—Christians—Christ followers remain in the infant stage, milk stage, because we do not understand the sanctification process.  We do not understand that after one believes unto salvation that there is a new life to live, a life filled with faith and works and that Satan’s job is to prevent the new life from continuing as God has already said in His Word.  Satan is on his job, and we need to be on our job, equipped with the correct information as God has laid out in His Word.  We need to study to show ourselves approved unto God, diligently seek Him, hungering and thirsting after righteousness.  For example, 1) having a continued renewed mind [Romans 12:1-2]; 2) continuously checking the condition of our heart [Mark 4:1-20]; 3) knowing and working in our gifts and callings [1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4:11-13, Romans 12:4-8]; 4) and discipleship [Matthew 28:18-20] just to name a few areas.  How are we going to know this if we do not read and study the Word of God?  How are we going to know if we do not ask for understanding and revelation from God as we read His Word?  The Holy Spirit will teach us, lead us, and guide us into all truth including the people we should trust and not trust.  We need to get a solid grip on being born-again first and foremost, hold fast to the profession of that faith of salvation and work it from there!  Satan does not go away when we accept Jesus as our personal Savior.  He attacks us believers with a mighty vengeance because we no longer belong to him!  Glory to God!  We need to arm ourselves in the Spirit of God so we can fight the proper fight!  Satan do not like Christians!  Yes!  I am fired up because others need to believe unto salvation and believe in the one true living God!

In Apostle Paul’s words:  Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you.  Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of the flesh.  But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.  I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.  I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.  Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  [Phil. 3:1-2, 7-12]

Keep on reading…I’ve got to go for now!  God bless each of you until the next time!

Pastor Andra

