So That Others Might Believe [Deceived] Part 1– September 16, 2010

This message is for Christians, but I believe non-Christians will learn from this even more.

The Holy Spirit had me to share the phrase—so that others might believe—with another believer.  As I shared it with them, I also told them it was for me as well—so that others might believe.  I pondered over this phrase—so that others might believe.  I continued to ponder the phrase—so that others might believe.  I am repeating the phrase—so that others might believe—on purpose because God has been speaking to me about some areas I seem to be struggling with in my life that I thought I had overcome.  These particular struggles have been making it very difficult for me to hear God clearly.  We all know what happens when we are unable to hear God speak to us clearly.  It makes us vulnerable to the attacks of our adversary, Satan and his demonic crew. 

Jesus clearly says in John 10:[10a] of the KJV The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy:  I looked up the meaning of steal, kill and destroy again.  It helped me put a better perspective on how I viewed my struggles.  It also broke my current train of thought, that is, rather than focus on my problems, I was able to see past my problems and look up to God to see His purpose, which was a good thing.

Our adversary, Satan, is the master deceiver, counterfeiter, and blinder.  Satan is the opposite of God in everything.  Satan mixes lies with God’s truth, and if we are not careful, we will be walking in lies rather than God’s truths, because we did not pay close enough attention to God’s Word in order to know God’s truth.  It may sound good or seem right, but it may not be God’s Word.

The KJV says in Genesis 3:[2] And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: [3] But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.   Many of us have read this passage of scripture countless times and God’s Word has not changed.  Clearly and distinctly, God instructed the man, and the man obviously instructed the woman, because the woman said unto the serpent in verse 3 God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.  Let us continue reading, [4] And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die. [5] For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.  Look up the word surely as stated in verse 4.  The serpent was also sharing his fallen state perspective in verse 5 to the woman.  The spirit of deception was operating fully in and through the serpent.  The woman was being bamboozled by The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy as stated in John 10:10a.  This was misery truly wanting company, and unfortunately, he got the company.

How did Satan get the woman’s attention?  The KJV says in Genesis 3:[6a] And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise…. The KJ Study Bible states that When the woman saw:  This was an evaluation process of the mind, for the tree was good for food (an appeal to appetite, or “lust of the flesh”); it was pleasant to the eyes (the same root word used in Ex. 20 in the law against coveting, as “lust of the eyes”); and it was to be desired to make one wise (the verb for desired is used in the law in Deut. 5 for coveting, and appeals to “pride of life,” cf. 1 John 2:16).   Let us read 1 John 2:16 from the KJV, For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  The KJ Study Bible states that Though all people are tempted differently according to their individual weaknesses, temptations follow patterns.  They appeal to three fundamental areas of life: (1) the lust of the flesh (physical desires); (2) the lust of the eyes (personal desires); and (3) the pride of life (self-interests).  Illustration: When Satan caused the fall of the race, he appealed to each of these areas of weakness (Gen. 3:6).  He also appealed to them when he tempted Christ (Matt. 4:1-11), who defied Satan’s temptations by relying on the authority of the Scriptures.  Applications: The Christian today should also depend on the Scriptures to defeat temptation.

It is critical that we know God’s Word to fight against temptations as well as to know our inheritance in God.  Rather than blame everyone and everything for our lives not turning out the way we want, we must start taking responsibility for our actions.  We must start being accountable for what we do.   Responsibility and accountability puts us in a position to receive the deliverance and healing we so desperately need from God.  God is the only one who can deliver us and heal us from pains inflicted on us by others.  Fellowship and support is His way.  They provide a buffer for us, until we are strong enough in God to break through the many walls of our lives with the power of the Holy Spirit leading and guiding us.  It is very critical that we seek God as to His perfect will for our individual lives.  God has a purpose, plan and an expected good end for us.  We need to be grafted in Him very deeply.  We must rely on Him very deeply.  If not, we will fall into the fleshly ideals that cause us to take our focus off the true and living God.  The world’s system is all around us.

When we accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we gave up the reins for totally controlling our lives.  We said we wanted someone else to lead us, guide us, direct us, but what we often do is tell God to sit it out from time-to-time that we have it all under control and that we do not need His help on ‘everything’, just some things.  Nevertheless, Proverbs 3:[5] says Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; [6] in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.  [7] Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil.

We are the light of the world (Matt. 5:14), and the salt of the earth (Matt. 5:13).  We must endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ (2 Tim. 2:3).  We must be first partakers of what we minister (2 Tim. 2:6).  We are ambassadors for Christ (2 Cor. 5:20).  Regardless of what happens in a Christian’s life, one way or another, God will work it out for our good (Romans 8:28), because our journey in this lifetime can get down right nasty sometimes, but even in that, we are more than conquerors through him that loved us (Romans 8:37).  This is God’s Word.

Bottom line, Satan does not know all the details of our life, but Satan does know about heaven, and he is trying to do everything he can to prevent us from getting there, which is why we need to be aware of his tricks and schemes and the weapons he uses.  God has provided this in His Word also.  Try finding them if you do not know them already.  We give Satan too much credit for messing up our lives.  Oftentimes, it is simply our inability to recognize him when he is at work in our lives because either we do not know God’s Word, not walking in God’s Word, or not believing that God’s Word is truth.  Whatever the case, we have a great advantage over Satan when we know God’s Word, believe God’s Word and walk in God’s Word, because our life is not just about us.  It is about the One we represent.  Glory to God!  We are to make disciples of others.  How else will others believe?  People are prone to what they see.  You know how we are as Christians.  

Daniel 3:[16]  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.  [17] If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. [18] But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”  Hallelujah!

So, we committed Christians, do what we do in life, we go through what we go through in life—so that others might believe—believe what, believe in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation through faith in Jesus (John 3:16, Rom. 10:9-10), to believe that God is real and without faith it is impossible to please Him and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him (Heb. 11:6)—in this life and in the life to come!  Hallelujah!

I pray each if you will be richly blessed in Jesus name by this teaching.  Until the next time, 

Pastor Andra

