So That Others Might Believe [Trust Issues] Part 2 – September 22, 2010

Greetings!

The Holy Spirit is leading me to continue this teaching.  Again, this message is for Christians, but I believe non-Christians will learn from this even more.

Since writing Part 1 of this teaching, So That Others Might Believe, God has blessed me tremendously in my thought life, so much that I have been able to turn another corner in my faith walk.  As I continued to ponder—so that others might believe—over the past week, I heard in my spirit to use this topic and teaching as a platform to share some timely insights for Christians who are in deep spiritual warfare.  My first knee jerk reaction thought to what I heard was, this type of message can be perceived as negative, and I do not want to do that, but if you give it to me in a way for them to receive it, I will be more than happy to continue this teaching.  I was led to use ‘Deceived’ as a subtopic in Part 1 and I was led to use ‘Trust Issues’ for Part 2 subtopic.  Usually when we are deceived, distrust follows.  Here we go!

The Bible is filled with we think ordinary people, average run of the mill people. That is what we initially see on the outside.  However, Genesis 1:[26a, 27] says Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness…”  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  Now, this is what we really are on the inside.  Genesis 3:[1a] says Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made.  Look up the word crafty.  If you re-read Genesis 3:[2-5], you will note that the serpent and the woman were in deep conversation, a deceiving conversation, but of course, the woman did not realize it at the time.  Our adversary, Satan, is the master deceiver.  Satan comes only but for to steal, kill and destroy [John 10:10a].
Satan actually accomplished John 10:10a when he deceived the woman who gave the man to eat of the fruit along with her.  Because of being deceived by the master deceiver, the man and the woman along with mankind’s image and likeness of God was marred.  Look up the word marred.

Genesis 2:[16] says And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; [17] but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”   Look up the word command and knowledge.  

God had a purpose and a plan for the command he gave the man.  God gave man free will to choose.  God told the man what would happen if he ate from that particular tree.  However, our adversary, Lucifer, a fallen angel hates God for being thrown out of heaven for his pride, thinking he could take over heaven.  One-third of the angels were thrown out with Lucifer.  Lucifer now called Satan, lives in a fallen state.  Satan hates God very much and seeks every available opportunity to get back at God.  And who means more to God than anything? Mankind, God’s greatest creation.  Every Christian should be aware of 1 Peter 5:5b-11 which says All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.  Humble  yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.  Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.  Be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.   This is worth studying in your private time so that God can reveal a more mature plan to you regarding the call on your life.

All of that was said to say this, Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.  Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil.  This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones.  [Proverbs 3:5-8]

The devil wants us to worry ourselves literally to sickness and premature death, spiritual and physical.  The devil hates Christians.  When we worry excessively, we are telling God we do not trust Him.  Our body begins to break down.  Our hearing becomes dull which prevents us from hearing God clearly.  Dull hearing seeks its own thoughts and self-interests.  Our emotions begin to control us.  Uncontrolled emotions are an area the devil will defeat us every time.

For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world.  On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.  And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete.  You are looking only on the surface of things.  If anyone is confident that he belongs to Christ, he should consider again that we belong to Christ just as much as he. [2 Corinthians 10:3-7]  We can only defeat Satan in the Spirit of God.  We need to go deeper into the Word of God for the answers we need on how to defeat Satan and his demonic crew.

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in heavenly realms. [Ephesians 6:12]  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Put on the whole armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.  In addition to all of this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.  With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for the saints. [Ephesians 6:10-11, 13-18]  God uses each situation and circumstance in our lives to exercise our faith [trust and belief] in Him, to be spiritually strengthened in those armor areas.  We must trust God, because He knows best for us. 

John 10:[10b] says I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.  [11] I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  [9] I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.  He will come in and go out, and find pasture.  [14] I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me.  Jesus came to give life.  We have safety in Him.  We can trust Him because He has laid His life down for us.

Satan deceived the woman and man in the garden which led to the fallen state of mankind.  Satan has used this deceptive tactic to destroy our trust in God to this day.  We can be reconciled back to God!   Satan cannot!  Satan knows this!  Our adversary, Satan, is the master deceiver, counterfeiter, and blinder.  Satan is the opposite of God in everything.   

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.  [Hebrews 11:6]  Faith is belief and trust in God; knowing that God is real, even though one can’t see him. [NIV Dictionary]

So, if you do not know God on this level, get to work!

I pray you will take this teaching and present it to God in prayer concerning your individual needs.  God is in the rapid growth business these days!  So, if we were created in the image and likeness of God, how ordinary do you really think we are?!  We all matter to God! [John 3:16, Romans 5:8]  We need to know that we matter to God!
I love you all and God bless until the next time in Jesus name!

Pastor Andra

