The Basics: God’s Love – February 9, 2011

Greetings!

God wants to be in an intimate relationship with each of us through Jesus Christ.  That is the basics.  God loves you and me.

The Dilemma

It appears that many people are still questioning what salvation really is or what salvation really means.  I used to be one of those people.  I used to question my salvation because I still struggled with many, many things.  Old school portrayed that if you were ‘saved’ you did not do anything wrong, and if you did do ‘anything’ wrong, immediately the finger was pointed at you, and you were considered ‘not saved.’  So many walk around asking themselves, “Am I saved?  Am I not saved?  Am I really saved?”  This is a very serious question for many.

The Call
God wants to be in an intimate relationship with each of us through Jesus Christ.  That is the basics.  God loves you and me.

The Delusional Trick
Many people attend church services because they do not want to be singled out as not being ‘saved.’  Attending church services every Sunday, 3-4 times in the weekday, and being on 5 committees certainly does not make a person ‘saved.’  Being in a family of preachers does not make you ‘saved.’  Doing good things for others do not make you ‘saved.’  Living a moral life does not make you ‘saved.’  Being gifted does not make you ‘saved.’  God gives each of us gifts without ever being ‘saved.’  There are many traditional things we do in the name of God only to make the word of God none effective in our lives.  [Matthew 15:5-7, Mark 7:12-14]
The Call
God wants to be in an intimate relationship with each of us through Jesus Christ.  That is the basics.  God loves you and me.

The Distorted Vision
The fall in the garden blurred man’s vision and put doubt in man’s heart to God’s love for him.  Man became ‘aware of’ or ‘alive to’ the knowledge of good and evil that existed around him.  Beforehand man only knew the good.  He originally saw himself naked and thought it was natural.  The fall allowed the enemy to transfer his feelings and perception onto man.  The enemy wants us to think and believe that because man messed up in the garden God could not and would not possibly want to be in relationship with us again.  That is a big fat lie from the enemy!

The Call
God wants to be in an intimate relationship with each of us through Jesus Christ.  That is the basics.  God loves you and me.

God’s Love

God extends and provides through Himself unconditional love.  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. [Romans 5:8]  God showed and proved His Love to us once and for all.  Jesus Christ is the way.  For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. [John 3:16]  God said I am not a respecter of persons.  I accept all who come to me regardless of what you have done, who you are, and where you are.  Jesus Christ was obedient to the Cross.  And the best way we can show God we love Him is by obeying Him; trusting and believing that He is who He says He is.
The Call
God wants to be in an intimate relationship with each of us through Jesus Christ.  That is the basics.  God loves you and me.

Trying to Fill the Hole

Many addictions stem from trying to fill the hole in our soul; as if something seems to be missing or lacking in our lives.  Many try to fill it with sex, drugs, food, shopping, people pleasing, gambling, excessive working, excessive giving, excessive game playing, and excessive churching, excessive of anything really.  The hole probably seems to get bigger or larger at times.  We must get sick and tired of being sick and tired of trying to fill the hole.  We need balance.  Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” [Matthew 11:28-30]
The Call
God wants to be in an intimate relationship with each of us through Jesus Christ.  That is the basics.  God loves you and me.

The Reason Why

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. [Gen. 1:26-27]  God is our original foundation.  We are lost without Him.  We were created in Him.  We were created for His good pleasure; to worship Him; to bring glory and honor to Him.  The very essence of who we are is trying to get back to our original creator, God.

The Call
God wants to be in an intimate relationship with each of us through Jesus Christ.  That is the basics.  God loves you and me.

The Surrender
Are you not tired of trying to do it your way?  God has said in His Word that He would never leave us nor forsake us.  He has not.  He did not.  We left Him.  We forsook Him.  I ask you to receive God’s Love for you today.   I ask you to accept Jesus Christ as your Savior and as Lord over your life.  As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.  Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, express in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. [Ephesians 2:1-10]
This is what makes a level playing field for all of us—God is our saving grace!  Hallelujah!  Glory to God!
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in  him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. [Colossians 2:2-8]

God wants to be in an intimate relationship with each of us through Jesus Christ.  That is the basics.  God loves you and me.  I pray that everyone who reads this piece will truly grasp this, receive this, embrace this, believe this with every fiber in their being, because it is a fact and it is true.  I believe the Holy Bible as God’s Word.  God loves you and me.

Until the next time, peace and blessings to each of you in Jesus mighty name!

Pastor Andra

