The Passion of Jesus Christ, Yet, He Still Lives! - April 21, 2011

Greetings!

We celebrate this week as Holy Week, the last week of Lent, where Jesus walked His final walk on the earth before His crucifixion.  But Jesus would walk again on this earth after the crucifixion as our Risen Savior!  I will get to that shortly, but for now, words cannot express the mixture of emotions I have inside of me.  I am grateful for what He was doing for me, but also sad that He suffered so much for me.  Yet, the joy I have down on the inside bubbles over because of what He did for me.  You see, I take His death personal.  He did this for me.  And when I take what Jesus did for me personal, it takes on a whole new meaning for me.  But believe me, I have not always felt this way.  There was a time I was so lost I did not know how to find my way, and sadly, sometimes even as a Christian because I allowed the cares of this world to overtake or snuffle out the joy I had for Him.  This is very easy to happen; do not be deceived about that.  I thank God for His word; He would never leave me nor forsake me.  After all, He really did not leave me.  I lost my way.  I took my eyes off Him.  I began to doubt because of my situations and circumstances.  Balance.  Balance is what we should be seeking in Him.  Balance.  With that said, Jesus’ words have really touched my heart today.  I hope His words touch your heart as well.

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: As thou has given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.  I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me. I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those who thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from evil.  They are not of this world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; That they all may be one; as thou, Father, are in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast love me. Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundations of the world. O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them. When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he entered, and his disciples. [John 17:1-26; 18:1, KJV]  This was Jesus’ prayer for his own as recorded by John.

Chapter 18 of John tells of Jesus’ betrayal and arrest.  However, John did not give an account in the garden of Gethsemane as most of us have read, that is, of Jesus’ prayer there, or of the disciples’ sleepiness as recorded in (Matt. 26:36-46).  This does not make John in error.  It does show forth God’s sovereignty in choosing us to do what He has called for us to do and share in the ministry, ‘our part.’  And when we put all of ‘our parts’ together, therein lies the unity, the spiritual unity, not organizational unity, that Jesus prayed about in John 17:17.  Everybody has something to say as they see it through the eyes of God; same Spirit, different administrations (1 Cor. 12).  The objective is to bring glory and honor to God in balance, and in spiritual unity (Eph. 4).

Chapter 19 of John tells of Jesus’ crucifixion, Jesus’ side pierced, and the burial of Jesus.  Now, this was the passion (suffering) of Christ.  Jesus talked about it.  Jesus taught about it.  Jesus preached about it.  Jesus lived about it.  Jesus was the walking Word.  He and the Father were/are One. Before the foundation of this world was, Jesus was.  [John 1:1-5]  Now, this was His time to fulfill His purpose here on earth so that He could send us the Holy Spirit.  I hope somebody is getting this!  The Holy Spirit!  Oh, the Holy Spirit!  We so need the power of the Holy Spirit working in us and through us!

Chapter 20 of John tells of His Glorious Resurrection!  We thank God for raising Jesus from the dead!  The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulcher, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulcher. Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulcher, and we know not where they have laid him. Peter therefore, went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulcher. So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulcher. And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulcher, and seeth the linen clothes lie, And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulcher, and he saw and believed. For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead. Then the disciples went away again unto their own homes. [John 20:1-10, KJV].

There is so much more Jesus did after the Resurrection and we will share some of those events in our next teachings because life as the disciples knew it would never be the same, because they would be baptized and filled with the Holy Ghost thus the New Testament church being birthed!  We have much to share in the next several teachings!  So much to share!  Then, we will see more and more clearly why Jesus came, died on the cross, but more importantly, the necessity for Him being raised from the grave!  Why the shedding of blood was so important!  Woohoo!  Hallelujah!  Thank you Jesus!  Glory be to God!  We got help ya’ll!  Satan has been defeated.  Jesus got victory over the enemy!  Do we really know why God birthed the New Testament church?!  Oh, we got lots to share and learn together!

I pray each of us realize that ‘suffering for Christ sake’ is good and nothing to be ashamed of.  2 Timothy 2:[15] Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. [KJV].  Philippians 3:[10] That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; [KJV].  Romans 8:[18] For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. [KJV].

I love you all!  God bless each of you in the mighty name of Jesus!  He lives!  Jesus lives!

Until next time,

Pastor Andra
