Part 2 -The Passion of Jesus Christ, Yet, He Still Lives! - April 29, 2011

Friends!

I thought this teaching would be sharing the events Jesus did after His Resurrection and leading especially up to the Day of Pentecost, but much has transpired in the lives of many since Resurrection Sunday.  By the way, it has only been a few days since Resurrection Sunday.  I have received texts and phone calls from people stating that Satan is winning, and the devil is busy.  God revealed to me that this is an excellent opportunity to use as a teachable moment for us.  Jesus explicitly went to hell and took the keys, told us He has defeated Satan, and to be of good cheer because He has already overcome the world.  If going to a Resurrection Sunday service made you feel good for the moment and as soon as you left out, you felt like the enemy is winning, or the devil is busy, the events preached about on Resurrection Sunday did not get in our hearts and spirit deep enough.  Satan is on his game; he is strategic, methodical about how he attacks us.  We have been taught most of our lives that being a Christian is witnessing only.  Friends, there is another aspect to being a Christian, and it is called spiritual warfare.  Satan does not like the people of God, period.  We are in the battle of our lives.  We are in a war; the war of good versus evil.  The Word of God says and it is paraphrased, man should not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.  Paraphrased, my people perish for a lack of knowledge.  The knowledge of who God really is and what He has done for us and willing to do for us, if we surrender our will to Him, and submit and obey His ways.  God has hidden secrets, mysteries in His Word that He will reveal to us on how to combat the enemy and be victorious over him as we serve others and witness for Him.  

The King James Study Bible annotation for John 17:1-26 The Passion of Jesus Christ, Yet, He Still Lives where Jesus was praying for his own, written April 21, 2011, is of the utmost importance.  It says: 
17:1-26. This is the real “Lord’s Prayer” and is often called the High Priestly Prayer of Christ, because He prays first for Himself and then for His own—the Twelve, in verse 6, and all who will believe, in verse 20.

17:1. His hour had finally come (cf. 2:4; 7:8-30; 8:20). This refers not only to His death, but also to His resurrection and exaltation. Glory refers to the Cross and the Resurrection. Verse 2 means that the giving of eternal life directly depended on the glorification of the Son.

17:3. Eternal life is more than an endless existence. It is a personal relationship with God.

17:4. I have finished means “I have made perfect or completed.” This verb is in the active voice, indicating Christ had finished His active ministry (cf. 4:34). He now assumes a passive role. In 19:30 (“it is finished”) the passive voice suggests that He has by then finished His passive ministry as well.

17:5. Jesus gives clear testimony to His preexistence (cf. 1:1).

In addition, the KJSB doctrinal footnote for 17:5 says ‘The celestial glory that Jesus had from the beginning was temporarily hidden (veiled) during His earthly life.  At the ascension of Christ, Jesus was both glorified and transfigured. Illustration: It is interesting to contrast the post-resurrection appearance of Christ with the post-ascension revelations. In the former, Christ often concealed His glory to the point that He was not recognized, such as by the disciples at Emmaus (Luke 24:16, 31), or by Mary Magdalene who thought He was the gardener (20:14). The post-ascension revelations involve His radiant appearance. The difference between John’s meeting with Christ in John 21 and in Revelation 1 was that of seeing the Resurrection body (not glorified) and of later seeing the transformed and celestial body (glorified). Application: Someday Christians will also be glorified together with Christ (Rom. 8:17).’

17:12. The son of perdition was Judas (cf. 2 Thess. 2:3).

17:17. Sanctify means to “set apart” or “separate for God’s purposes.”

In addition, the KJSB doctrinal footnote for 17:17. ‘When applied to Scripture, the term inerrancy means that what God revealed and inspired is accurate, reliable, authoritative, and without error. Since all Scripture is inspired, every Word of God is true. Just as a book often reflects the character of its writer, so the Scripture is without error because God is without fault. Illustration. Jesus upheld the principle of inerrancy when He preached in Nazareth.  He carefully stopped reading in the middle of a verse before announcing the fulfillment of Scripture that day (cf. Is. 61:1, 2; Luke 4:18). The rest of the Isaiah passage will be fulfilled at His second coming. Application. As we read the Scriptures, we can have total confidence in their reliability and accuracy.’
17:18. Sent me. . sent them means the mission of the church, corresponding to that of Christ. Their tasks are alike—in fact, in purpose, and in results, as this prayer shows.

17:21. They. . .may be one conveys spiritual unity, not organizational unity (cf. 1 Cor. 12:13; 2 Cor. 1:11; Eph. 2:19; 4:3-16; Heb. 10:25).
If you print out the April 21, 2011 teaching and this teaching and place them side by side and read the scriptures and the annotations and doctrinal footnotes, it will speak even greater volumes to you.  It certainly did for me.

I believe there are three (3) critical points God wants us to take away from this teaching:

One: John 17:1-26 in its totality means this, This is the real “Lord’s Prayer” and is often called the High Priestly Prayer of Christ, because He prays first for Himself and then for His own—the Twelve, in verse 6, and all who will believe, in verse 20. 
My encouragement: God has people He wants us to minister to specifically; that He has assigned specific to us, whether we know them or not.  We are to do our part only; stay in our lane regardless of how many or how few.  Those people God has entrusted to us are important to Him and they should be important to us.  All people matter to God but not all people are assigned to us for trench work.  We need to seek God for the difference and to balance us in it and through it.

Two:  John 17:[17] Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 17:17. Sanctify means to “set apart” or “separate for God’s purposes.” In addition, the KJSB doctrinal footnote for 17:17. ‘When applied to Scripture, the term inerrancy means that what God revealed and inspired is accurate, reliable, authoritative, and without error. Since all Scripture is inspired, every Word of God is true. Just as a book often reflects the character of its writer, so the Scripture is without error because God is without fault. Illustration. Jesus upheld the principle of inerrancy when He preached in Nazareth.  He carefully stopped reading in the middle of a verse before announcing the fulfillment of Scripture that day (cf. Is. 61:1, 2; Luke 4:18). The rest of the Isaiah passage will be fulfilled at His second coming. Application. As we read the Scriptures, we can have total confidence in their reliability and accuracy.’
My encouragement: We must get to the point where we believe the whole Word of God and rightly divide it as best as we can as God gives us revelation and decide this is what we will place our basic foundation in.  2 Tim. 3:[14] But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them. [15] And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. [16] All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: [17]That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.  Jesus Christ should be our primary focus.  Then He will lead and guide us where we are supposed to be and do.

Three:  John 17:[21] That they all may be one; as thou, Father, are in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.
17:21. They. . .may be one conveys spiritual unity, not organizational unity (cf. 1 Cor. 12:13; 2 Cor. 1:11; Eph. 2:19; 4:3-16; Heb. 10:25).
My encouragement: We need to reread all of these chapters in their entirety so that we can get a fresh perspective, a greater revelation from God that Jesus is coming back and soon, Friends.  Jesus is coming back for the church.  The church of God is the bride of Christ.  Jesus Christ is the bridegroom.  Manmade traditions and denominations doctrines will not save us; only accepting Jesus Christ by faith will save us, and by God’s grace are we saved.  Faith without works comes into play during our progressive sanctification process and the Holy Spirit does the work in and through us then. [Phil. 1:6].  1 Peter 1:[13] Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. [14] As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance. [15] But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;  [16] Because it is written, BE YE HOLY; FOR I AM HOLY. [17] And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man’s work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear. [18] Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;  [19] But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: [20] Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,  [21] Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. 1 Peter 2:[1] Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, [2] As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby;  [3] If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. [KJV]  

God is to be our focus, our first choice.  He loves us.  That is what Resurrection Sunday was about.  God was reminding us of His love for us, and the extent He went through to show His love for us.  God is a strategic God whose strategies far outweigh Satan strategies.  As we surrender our will to God and serve others, God will show us how to step on Satan when he rears his ugly head.

I love each of you!  Jesus Christ still lives!  God bless you all in Jesus mighty name!  

Until next time,

Pastor Andra

