The Suffering Servant, Part 1 - April 1, 2011

Greetings!

We are half way through the Lent season.  It has been a blast for me.  God blessed me to travel three consecutive weekends, something that has never happened to me before.  The people God led me to share with absolutely positively blessed my socks off!  My life has been transformed.  I am not the same anymore nor do I ever want to be again.  This next level of glory I am experiencing is better than ever.

I did not have anything special planned to do for the Lent season except live life as I always have, to the best of my God-given ability.  As a result, God has given me so much more.  God has shown me love in ways I never thought possible and from people I never expected.  Everything about me has changed.  Love is the key.  We teach it.  We preach it.  We talk about it.  We read about it.  I know God loves me.  I know I love God.  It is however an entirely different experience when God uses people to show forth His love to you.

With that said, God sent His Word, this Word, through a young woman He has placed in my life to be such a blessing to me.  I received a text from her that simply read, Isaiah 53.  

Isaiah 53 is a familiar passage and I have read it numerous times, but this time, I felt like I would receive something different.  I stopped everything I was doing, opened my Bible and began to read it in the NIV.  Friends, words cannot adequately describe the power and love of the Holy Ghost that fell upon me and that exuded out of me.  I prayed in the Spirit for a while and people began to flash before my eyes and in my spirit.  This happens to me often enough but it was different this time.  Something different happened for me.  God gave me a greater reassurance, that if I continued to walk upright before Him, there would be no good thing that He would withhold from me, for real.  And that that is so dear to me He would work it out for me.  Simply keep serving Him.  Simply keep doing what He is calling me to do, and that He will work it ALL out for me.  Further and most importantly, He showed me I could now stand on and in my own faith in a specific area I had difficulty with.  He told me He has strengthened me to the point where I now can believe Him for the impossible myself that I could not do before.  Of course, at this point, I am weeping because the love of God overtakes me in such a powerful way.  All I can do is just thank Him at this point, thank Him for being so very good to me in spite of myself.

Friends, God has come to me through several people in the past months sharing with me basically the same things and as recent as one of my trips.  It was something most special about the last Words He gave to me though.  These were Words I knew no one else knew because these were Words God had said to me.   So, after reading Isaiah 53, the dots all connected on a level I had not experienced before which ushered the presence of God as I just shared.  God showed me I am ‘a suffering servant’ and there was nothing to be ashamed of, as I suffer for Christ sake, I will also reap the rewards for the sufferings in this lifetime as well as heaven.  I have seen God building me up, building me up and just building me up on the inside.  And when I went on these three trips within three week’s time, God did something extra special for me; and two of these trips I took my special needs daughter with me.  This sharing is leading up to something I am hoping.  You have to have walked in my shoes to understand the gist of what I am trying to share here.

Isaiah 53, ‘the suffering servant’, Isaiah prophetically shares the Messiah, Jesus Christ as the One to atone for our sins.  Isaiah describes Jesus’ character, purpose, suffering, obedience, love, humility and so much more all to perfection as we would learn and read about Him in the New Testament.   God spoke through the prophet Isaiah in a most unusual way.  And how appropriate is Isaiah 53 as we enter the final 20 days of Lent?  Very appropriate indeed.  If you read Isaiah 53, every true believer, committed, sold out Christian will be able to identify with Isaiah 53.   Real spiritual Christians will experience what Jesus Christ experienced because He is our earthly example.  Jesus Christ is our Savior and our Lord.  Jesus Christ is the One we ought to pattern ourselves after.  Jesus Christ is our High Priest.  It is through Jesus Christ that we have access to heaven’s best, God.   And as being joint-heirs with Jesus Christ, we must also partake of and in His sufferings just as He took on our sins.  I just do not understand why we as believers, Christians think we are not going to suffer or for that, matter should suffer.  Do we not fully realize what Jesus did for us on the Cross?  Why it is so taboo to even say the word, SUFFER?  SUFFER , SUFFER , SUFFER , there I said it SUFFER.  Well if we read Isaiah 53, and read it carefully and prayerfully, perhaps it will free some Christians to be okay with going through their sufferings for Jesus Christ sake.  We keep forgetting that God wanted so much to identify with us in the human form that He became flesh through Jesus Christ so that He could feel what we feel as human beings.  God wanted to relate to us so much, He took away our sins through Jesus Christ.  We need to get this.  If He suffered, died, was buried, went to hell to get the keys from it and was risen from the grave, walked on earth again, and was ascended back to heaven but sent His Holy Spirit to dwell within us, my God, we should be willing to do EVERYTHING FOR HIM!!!  Don’t you think?!  Yes, I am a little passionate here, simply because if you all knew what God has done for me ALL OF MY LIFE, you would see what I see.  I realize this is a process, but go through the process to get to this place!  I so wish I could have seen this so long ago!  But as God continues to free me, I see and understand more of who my created self is, and I can share it with you and hope that it inspires you to trust God more, to live for Jesus more, and to not be ashamed of your sufferings or your walk with God as you suffer for Christ sake.  This is His Word!  Get in His Word more!

As I close, I will share an annotation from my King James Study Bible as it relates to Isaiah 53.  ‘53:1,2: In these verses we see the personal Messiah, the Son of God, who alone can atone for sin.  His message is rejected (v. 1); His person is refused (v. 2); and His mission is misunderstood (v. 3).  Nevertheless, His vicarious suffering provides atonement for our sins (vv. 4-6); and though He suffers (v. 7) death (v. 8) and burial (v. 9), He will ultimately be exalted (vv. 10-12). To miss the fact that Jesus Christ is the central figure in this passage is to stumble in unbelief over the cornerstone and foundation of all the gospel.  The rhetorical question  Who hath believed our report? Is more of an exclamation than an interrogation.  Speaking for all the prophets, Isaiah calls attention to the world’s lack of faith in general.  The arm of the Lord is the emblem of divine power (cf. 51:9: 52:10).  The Servant is described as a tender plant (“suckling” or “shoot”) and a root out of dry ground, which has already been described as springing from the stump of Jesse (hence the Davidic line). No form nor comeliness denotes His humble origin rather than His personal appearance.  Beauty may be read “elegance.” This description does not mean that He will be homely or ugly, but that He will not appear on the scene in the regalia of a king.  He will come as one who is common.  Nothing could better describe the humble appearance of Jesus as a common rabbi. ‘
Truthfully, many of us still have difficulty with the fact that the message we carry is rejected; that we are personally refused and that our mission is misunderstood.  No wonder we have difficulty suffering for Christ sake.  We are still struggling with the basics of who we are in Him and what He created us to do for Him.  We will continue this in our next teaching!  Glory to God!

I love you all!  God bless each of you in Jesus mighty name!  Amen!

Until next time,

Pastor Andra

