The Suffering Servant, Part 2 – April 7, 2011

Praise God!  We are back with Part 2 of the Suffering Servant.  Let us get right to it!

Isaiah 53:[3] He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrow, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  [4] Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  [5] But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.  [KJV].

The KJSB states this for 53:3-5: ‘To provide a detailed description of His suffering, the prophet uses a series of verbs with an assumed subject (the Servant).  Despised (“to disdain or scorn” and rejected (abandoned) of men.  He is further described as a man of sorrows (severe pains) and acquainted with grief (injuries).  Because of His severe personal suffering we hid as it were our faces from him.  The description of Christ’s suffering in the New Testament Gospels clearly indicates the severity of His physical suffering: the agony in the garden, His battered face, the severe scourging, and the torture of the crucifixion itself.  His substitutionary atonement is clearly taught.  He hath borne our griefs (“spiritual sickness”).  The New Testament says that He Himself “bare our sins in his own body on the tree” (1 Peter 2:24).  Thus He was stricken smitten, and afflicted.  We (mankind in general) thought He was judged of God.  But he was wounded (or “pierced through”) for our transgressions (sins).  The verb bruised translates kada,  meaning “to be utterly crushed.”  Our iniquities means moral “evils”.  Chastisement (“correction” or “discipline”) of our peace refers to that which procured our peace with God.  With his stripes (or “wounds”) we are healed (to mend or cure) refers to our spiritual condition being made whole.  In Isaiah the term is always used of spiritual healing and forgiveness.  See 19:22 and 57:18.’
Jesus Christ went through this for you and me.  Jesus Christ is our High Priest.  He knows exactly how we feel.  He was tempted at all points the scripture says yet without sin.  God showed His love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died on the cross for us. [paraphrased, Romans 5:8].  Satan has us fussing and arguing over trivial things under the umbrella of deception all the while taking people to hell with him.  We, that say we are Christians, believers, need to wake up out of our sleep, and be about loving God, and appreciating Jesus dying on the cross for us.  We should be thanking God for empowering us with His Holy Spirit to help us stand up against Satan all the while snatching as many people as possible out of Satan’s clutches into God’s kingdom, of course with God’s help.  We need to do our part, Friends, in serving the Only, True Living God through Jesus Christ. Time is shorter than when we first believed.  Satan is not playing.  Satan is real and he is serious about taking as many souls to hell with him.  Jesus Christ came that He may destroy the works of the devil.  We have the tools and the power to be victorious over Satan if we only use them.  Let not Jesus’ suffering be in vain.

Isaiah 53:[6] All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.  [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers in dumb, so he opened not his mouth.
The KJSB states this for vv 6-7.  ‘All we (“all of us”) are compared to sheep…gone astray to illustrate the desperate condition of mankind, lost, without a Shepherd (Matt. 9:36). All and every are used to parallel, emphasizing the totality of sinful humanity.  Laid on him is a causative verb meaning to strike violently.”  Thus Christ propitiates the violent wrath of God for us.  The fact that He opened not His mouth is illustrated by a lamb being brought to the slaughter.  See John 1:29 and Revelation 5:6, 12.

See, this clearly explains that we all are in need of Jesus, the Savior.  I realize there are many religions among us, but this was not so in creation.  Where do you think these religions come from?  They come through man because of sin.  The sinful man does not want to follow God’s way.  Satan infiltrated God’s plan because of the man and the woman’s disobedience in the garden.  How do you think this makes God feel?  The very ones He created, wanting to exalt themselves over the Creator.  Help us Jesus!

And while Jesus kept His mouth closed for most of the persecution process, it was for purpose.  He was obedient, obedient to death.  Jesus trusted God in and through the process of His death.  Jesus remained focused in spite of carrying the incredible sinful burdens of this world; LOVE still hung on the cross.  He knew that had Jesus not hung on the cross, we would never be able to get back to Him, our Creator.  I hope somebody is getting this.

We should be falling on our knees, laying out on the altar of God, repenting, asking for forgiveness, and then sending up praises from the sanctuary, from our homes, thanking God for what Jesus did on the cross for us.  Sometimes, we just need to shut out the world and focus on our Creator, and in that, we can get some solid perspective of who He really is and who we are in Him.
This teaching may seem a little somber, and it is, but it was nothing pretty about what Jesus did on the cross.  Sin is ugly!  So what we feel is what sin feel likes in case we forgot.  Sin does not feel good.  Sin does not taste good.  Jesus did not deserve to go to the cross, but He had to for us.  God wanted to do this for us because He loved us and He loves us.  Now, that is something to be happy and joyful about!  Thank you Jesus is in order!  Thank you for what you did for us on the cross!  Hallelujah!  Thank you Jesus!  See how the mood has changed?!  Just by saying ‘Thank you Jesus!’ makes a difference!  Hallelujah to the Lamb of God!

Stay tuned for Part 3 of the Suffering Servant.  God is giving us an inside view of the price Jesus was to pay and did pay!  I did not need 3D glasses for this!  Glory!

I love you all!  God bless each of you in Jesus mighty name!

Until next time,

Pastor Andra

