The Suffering Servant, Part 3 – April 14, 2011

Friends!

We are approaching the final two weeks until Resurrection Sunday!   We continue with Part 3 of the Suffering Servant, but first allow me to share my passion for Jesus Christ:
I believe it is of importance that we be reminded that the primary purpose for Jesus dying on the cross was for our sins so that each of us would have an opportunity to be redeemed back to God, our Creator.  By accepting Jesus Christ as our personal Savior and Him becoming Lord over our lives, that would give us a new start in life, from being a sinner, non-believer, to becoming a believer in Jesus Christ.  And with this new found salvation, being baptized or filled with the Holy Ghost empowers us to fight against Satan with victory.  With that said, we as believers would have the authority and the power to live a believer’s life, a victorious life.  Living a believer’s life after salvation is a process though.  But the wonderful thing is that as long as we seek God to be delivered from old stuff, He will deliver us.  As we are delivered, we should seek healing, because many of our deliverances leave scars that need healing in one form or another, and that is why we need the fruit of the Spirit to replace our deliverances.  God also gave us gifts and we can use those gifts to replace our deliverances as well, which can also help unify and further the Body of Christ.  In other words, we need not remain open for Satan to come back into our lives and especially not into the areas where we have gained deliverance.  We are forever to be seeking God earnestly and diligently to take on the character in fullness of Jesus Christ.  We have the Word of God, the Bible, as our primary guide.  We have fellow believers available to help us and to fellowship with us to help keep us accountable and responsible.  This, my Friends, is what the blood of Jesus did for us on the cross, and so much more!

Isaiah 53:[8] He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? For he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.  [9] And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.
The KJSB states ‘He was taken from prison and from judgment (justice) refers to the illegitimate trials to which Jesus was subjected.  Who shall declare reads better “who has considered.” His generation refers to His potential life.  The verb was cut off refers to a violent death.  The reference to the Servant making his grave with the wicked was certainly fulfilled in Christ’s crucifixion between two thieves. (See Matt. 27:38). The additional phrase and with the rick in his death refers to Jesus’ burial in the tomb of the wealthy Joseph of Arimathea (Matt. 27:57).’

Isaiah 53:[10] Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. [11] He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify man; for he shall bear their iniquities. [12] Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
The KJSB states ‘It pleased the Lord to bruise [‘to crush”] him refers to the same condition in verse 5.  Put him to grief reads “pierce” Him in the Dead Sea Scroll copy of the text (1 Q. Is.).  His seed refers to those who will come to believe in Him.  An offering for sin (“guilt offering”) involves the trespass offering described in Numbers 5:5-10.  The phrase he shall prolong his days indicates that the Servant’s ministry will not end with His violent death, and certainly implies His resurrection.  The pleasure of the Lord refers to God’s ultimate purposes which will be accomplished by the atoning death and resurrection of the Servant.  The chapter ends with the glorification and exaltation of the Servant of the Lord.  His intercession refers to His high priestly ministry, by which He makes intercession on the basis of His own substitutionary death.’

Friends, the Old Testament is very vital for our learning.  It is history.  History that needs to be examined.  History that reveals the nature of God in ways we never thought possible.  Even though scripture says that God is the same today, yesterday and forever, God certainly does not deal with man, us, as He has done in the past, in the Old Testament.  Jesus Christ ushered in a grace and mercy unlike that of the Old Testament.  Living in today’s time, we should be ever so grateful to know that Jesus came on the scene and changed many Laws that were exercised in the Old Testament.  Still, one part of history that remains the same in the Old Testament was the coming Messiah, Immanuel, and the Suffering Servant.  And I am so glad that part remained the same!  You should be also!  And the book of Isaiah looks farther into the future than any other Old Testament book according the KJSB.  

Last and this is the Word of the Lord, and if we do these things, God will open unbelievable doors for us:

[20] For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. [21] For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: [22] WHO DID NO SIN, NEITHER WAS GUILE FOUND IN HIS MOUTH: [23] Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: [24] Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: BY WHOSE STRIPES YE WERE HEALED. [25] FOR YE WERE AS SHEEP GOING ASTRAY; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. [1 Peter 2, KJV].
[8] Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: [9] Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing. [10] For HE THAT WILL LOVE LIFE, AND SEE GOOD DAYS, LET HIM REFRAIN HIS TONGUE FROM EVIL, AND HIS LIPS THAT THEY SPEAK NO GUILE: [11] LET HIM ESCHEW EVIL, AND DO GOOD; LET HIM SEEK PEACE, AND ENSUE IT. [12] FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE OVER THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HIS EARS ARE OPEN UNTO THEIR PRAYERS: BUT THE FACE OF THE LORD IS AGAINST THEM THAT DO EVIL. [13] And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good? [14] But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: AND BE NOT AFRAID OF THEIR TERROR, NEITHER BE TROUBLED; [15] But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear. [16] Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ. [17] For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing. [18] For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: [1 Peter 3, KJV].
[5] Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for GOD RESISTETH THE PROUD, AND GIVETH GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. [6] Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: [7] Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. [8] Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: [9] Whom resist steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. [10] But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. [11] To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. [1 Peter 5, KJV].
I love you all!  To God be the Glory!   I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. [Phil. 4:13, KJV]
God bless you all!  Until next time,

Pastor Andra
